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NOTICES 

OP FOBMER EDITIONS OF THIS WORK. 



*' This is a pttblieation conversant with feetSi and these, too, of 
«io trifling or secondary insert. The axtibxa is led to iis^stigate 
what are the circumstances disposing his own countrymen to excess^ 
«&d the result is such ui anatoniy of the viee, such an exposure of 
the statisties of druBkrainess in Scotland, as we imi^ine few of our 
luders will anticipate. From his lAowing, it is clear that an 
excess in the use of ardent spirits is rooted in the yeiy oonstitntion 
of Scotch society. Mr. Dunlop Justly concludes, that Temperance 
Societies will not prevail in Scotland whSe <dd.use and custom in 
drinking matteteare uphM; and he proposes associations to break 
through these usages, and to combat the false shame attached to 
reformmg singularity. The best sign attending on his effort is, 
that when tradesmen have agreed to abandon drkikingiisages at his 
suggestion, it has been to adopt the counter stimulation of read-^ 
ing." — Jthenaum, 

" No' one will rise from the penual of this work without con- 
fessing that whsitever his previous knowledge or belief on the subjects 
he has had a very £iint conception of its real magnitude. It will 
give some impressioD of the extent of Mr. Dunlop's labour, and of 
the information which his work contains, simply to state, that he 
has more or less specifically detailed the drinkingosages of thir^ 
nine different professions, and has numerated above a hundred 
distinct occasions oa which the rules of society, or of particular 
trades, demand the introduction and use of intoxicating liquor* 
The guilt will not lie on the intemperate alone, but qn society 
lAuch kept up practices that trained them to their vicious, habits. 
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Staxtling ^s such a declaratioQ may be^ it must be confessed evi- 
dence is offered, which shows that conclusion to rest on groundji 
deserving of very grave consideration. In Scottish society/through 
all its ramifications, the connexion has been estabHshed between 
drinking and politeness, courtesy^ kindness, joy, and sorrow, and 
any of the thousand changes in a man's family, lot or profession. 
To break up this, would exert a Very sanative influence on nationdil 
intemperance. And why should it not be attempted? It has b^en 
made, and made successfully." — Presbyterian Review. '. 

" Mr. Dunlop has made out a strong case^ demonstration of the 
necessity of a vigorous attempt at reform in the department in ques- 
tion of our national manners. In our opinion, associations to put 
down these practices would be the most valuable of all Temperance 
Societies. Mr. Dunlop deals even-hand justice to all ; he impar- 
tially rebukes the errors of every class. The book is replete With most 
graphic touches of manners — true, we think, to the life— ^as well Ks 
with sound inferences, and reasonable suggestions for remedying the 
evil. Mr. Dunlop has done a service entitling him to rank hi^ 
among the benefactors of his species in the present day. ^We 
heartily recommend the perusal of this work." — Presbyterian Magai- 
siine. 

. . 'f We are. glad to see this enlarged edition of Mr.. Dunlop's 
pamphlet The question appears to us one of aolemh interest' The 
reason of the failure, (of Temperance Associations hitherto in this 
country,) is chiefly found in the existence of these manifold and 
imperious usages, detailed in the work before us, which at thetidme 
time discloses the true remedy. The author is entitled to the thanks 
of every lover of his country for unfolding the workings of that in- 
sidious evil, and for pointing so plainly and advocating so powerlliNy 
the means. by which the disastrous consequence may be avoided. 
Whether, viewed as a matter of curious inquiry to the philosopher, 
or as a plan of pure Christian philanthropy, we know few subjects 
more deeply interesting." — United Secession Magazine. ' "' . 

- ** We have been botii instructed and pleased by perusal of tjbis 
valuable pamphlet . The remarks are calculated for extensive and 
permanent usefulness* Let ajl Temperance men, of every sod^ 
and of every denomination, obtain, read, and digest this tract ; sad 
especially let the advocates of the Society among the working 
classes make themselves thoroughly acquainted with its contents." 
'^London Temperance Magazine : Supplement, 

.*'We extract the following account of the artificial driiAdng 
usages of Scotland, from an able and well-meant pamphlet on ihe 
sjabject, by Mr. Dunlop. There is a vast deal to be done in the way of 
correcting habits of intempeiancei and in .abolishing those fantastic 
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and vicxoDS customs whicli our author adverts to.*' — <SUmher/t 
Edinhwgk JournaL 

" No one can giie this essay an attenthre perasal, without heing^ 
deeply convinced of the banefbl influence of the drlnUng usages-oil 
tmr country. The tnnthot was the hmaured instrument of nufakiiig 
iUtentwn tBihetuljiet rfnaiknaluitempefanc9, and has made csfeibl 
iavestigatioB into the causes which originate and perpetuate this 
wid»-spreadiBg eviL We would willingly make lengthened extraots 
ftom this essay, hot would rather urge on our readers to peruse it 
for themselves." — SeaUUh Ouardian. 

"'We have read Mr. Bunlop's pam|ihlet with a heightened degree 
«f the same commendatory feelings which his former able oontrilnt- 
tions to the Temperance cause inspired. To him the public are 
under ohligations of no common magnitude for Tiis unwearied 
labours, amidst obloquy, discouragement^ and ridicule, in bringing 
to light many facts connected wKh the great national sin of intem- 
perance, which usually escape the common observer j inprsdng into 
its most secret recesses, and indevising and executing combinations 
suited to arrest &e progress ai Ihia hatefiil vice. JA*. Dunkp U eU" 
titled to the honour of first arousing the public atteniion to^thg iMst 
extent mid edamdng spread of intemperaneet hy proposing th4 insti" 

tutioH of Temperance Societies m 1829 In these accursed 

•customs many individuals have found concealed that &tal snare 
which in the end has made drunkards of fliem : root and branch, 
they must be extirpated." — Greenock AdoertUer^ 

^<We believe diat the good Mr. Duhlop has done by promoting 
the organication of Ahstinence Associations, is trifUng when com- 
pared with that whid he wHl effect by his present efforts to direct 
the public attention to the hitherto neglected, but exceedingly iniH 
portant subject of the drinking usages of Scotland. We regard the 
publication before us, which ftimishes a faithful and copious account 
of these hurtful social observances, as a work of no ordinary impor- 
tance, and we earnestly recommend it to the attention of the public. 
Independent of its importance as a guide to the reformer of the 
.public morals, by indicating the sources and remedies of some of 
the worst evils that affiict society, this work is highly valuable as a 
jGuthful account of the social habits of the Scottish people."--- 
Greenoek IntelUgencer. 

"We have not the {Measure of knowing Mr. Dnnlop personally, 
but hare long esteemed him as a benefactor to his race, and a wise, 
ardent, and most successfol advocate for temperance. This admi* 
xable work ought to be read and pondered well. Our members of 
parliament, ministers of state, magistrates, judges, and ministers 
4of religion, ahould study iL The * drinking usages ' of omr country-^ 
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iiow iMfly trillions of wretches have they s^t to an Dfitlnlely 
grave ! We look upon all these customs, from the palace to the 
-cottage, as sottrces of great vices, crimes, and woes ; and ive de- 
;nounce them wholesale, as the ahomination of desolation. There ta^ 
many portions of this book deeply interesting, and the whdle we 
strongly reconunend to the public." — OUugow Ltherat&r. 

**lt is unanimously resolved, that this Meeting cordially approve 
sof this petition, [relative to the drinking usages,] and earnestly 
recommend the subject to the careful consideration of ^e oomltttr* 
nity." — Mantes of Mcigistrates and Ctmn^il rf Oreehock* 

" We are glad to learn that Mr. Dunlop, the founder of Temper- 
'OHte Societies in Scotland, is engaged in ascertaining the number 
and nature of drinking usages on this side of the Tweed, with a view 
to their abolition. ... * Hia view appears tO be the just <me."-^ 
^London Christian Advocate. 

- *' J. Dunlop, Esq. is applying himself to the labour of exposing 
ithe various compulsory drinking usages which prevail. Need we 
4iay that we wish this true patriot success X Need we urge our friends 
•to render him every possible ^cility and encouragement V*^-^London 
.Temperance Examiner. 

• *< It afibrds us -sincere pleasure to leum that that distinguished 
Ifriend of the total, abstinence cause, John Dunlop, Esq. is in' the 
metropolis, collecting information respecting the artificial drinking 
^usages. He was ^e first to unfrirl tiie banner of Temperance fn 
Scotland. We need not repeat that we most heartily welcome him 
to London. We perceive, from various Scottish periodioals, 'that 
-preparatory to leaving Greenock, he was publicly presented by Ins 
jtownsmen with a service of silver plate." — Juondon Temperance In- 
ielligeneer. 

<< John Dunlop, Esq. the founder of the first Temperani^e 
;SociETY IN Great Britain, was very appropriately called to the 
wchair (at the meeting of delegates to institute the Total Abstinence 
Union of Scotland.)" — Isle of Man Guardian. 

*<It was unanimously agreed to, that the Presl^tery highly 
approve of the general object ccatemplated in the petition,' and 
xecommend to each of the members to take every step wiibin. their 
^ower to effect the abolition of the usages referred to. Farther ap- 
point a Committee to cooperate with other public bodies iiv this 
matter, ta wait upon masters of works, heads of familiea« and indi- 
vidual workmen, to induce them to concur in setting their faoes 
iigainst the continuance of these and other similar pernicious cus- 
toms. It was farther agreed to, that the thanks of this Presbytery 
Ji>e given to Mr. Dunlop, for the zeal, energy, and unwearied assi- 
duity shown by him in connexion with the general subject. of 
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Tcmposance ; irhixh was aocordmgly done by Ihe moderator."--' 
Mvwies qf Presbjfterjf qf Greenock (fourteen pariahes), 

" Xhat this aasooiatioii believing that the drinking customs are 
among the most powerful causes of intemperance, would strongly 
UEge upon all Temperance Societies .... the circulation of the ex-< 
cellent publication of J. Dimlopj Esq. whose tracts on the subject 
afe entitled to the highest eonsideration."— itfimOe* rfM^^ mmmal 
Cvsference of the General British Asaociation qf Temperonce, held at 

fiirminghom- 

^'The assembly earnestly recommend each society strenuously to 
endea^Tour to abrogate the artificial and compulsory drinking usages, 
withia its bounds," — Resolutions of Delegates for forming the Scottish 
Temperance Uniom (Total Abstinence.) 

Similar clauses and notices favourable to this work may be found 
in the minutes of the following bodies : viz. British and Foreign 
Temperance Society, New British and Foreign Society, the Socie" 
ties (temperance or total abstinence) of Dublin, Edinburgh, Liver- 
pool,^ Glasgow* Manchester, Birmingham, Paisley, Greenock, and 
many other places. 

Favourable testimony has also been received from individua. 
l^adiera of the Temperance reformation throughout Great Britain 
2|nd Ireland: vis. firom Professor Edgar, Bel&st; Colonel M'Dowall, 
Wigtonshire, C. B.| B«v. William Symington, D.D. Stranraer; 
Rev. Mr* Martin, of Bathgate; Bev. Owen Clarke, London; John 
Owen, Esq. Montgomezyshire; Rev. Professor Willis, Glasgow; 
James Simpson, Esq. Advocate, Edinburgh; Samuel Tuke, Esq. 
York; Bb G* White, Esq. Dublin; W. Janson, Esq. London; 
J^Mecedith, Esq* London; J. Cropper, Esq. Liverpool; Rev. F. 
Beardsall, Manchester; Professor Greenbank, Leeds ; Mr. Fargher, 
Jisle of Msm; Mr. Green, London; Mr. Livesy, Preston; Mr. Finch, 
JU^'^erpool; R. XetUe, Esq. Glasgow; Mr. T. A. Smith, London; 
W« €• Chapman, Esq. Birmingham; Wm. Collins, Esq. Glasgow; 
John Capper, Esq. London; Dr. R. Kaye Greville, Edinburgh; 
4jld Mr.- Oottrt, Montreal. 

■ ** The fiodlowing very appropriate extract from a late woric of 
J«.Dii]^op, Esq. was here read (extract from the pamphlet). The 
ipeeting then listened to a ' Eulogy on Eminent Scotsmen.' — * The 
Wy oHier living Scotsman whom I aball take leave to notice, is 

Mr* Jcihn Diralop of Greenock J "-^Beport^vf Meeting on 

SL\AMirevf.s I>ay, Canada Temperance Advocate, 
<, « ¥our Oommittee feel that they are only discharging a debt of 
gn^itiidfeit* thia gentleman (Mr. Dunlop), Ai ths eabliebt pleader 
or TEB l^MFSRAifCB CAUSE IN Grcat BRITAIN, whott they record 
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their admiration of tte intrepidity and flinmets of purpose with 
which he stepped forward as the open and uncompromising adro- 
cate of Tcmpexance SoeietiM, in deilance of all the obloquy and 
acomi the avowed hostility, or freering indiflbrence, which met him 
in every quarter; and they gladly award him the honour of being 
tiie * Father of TEMFBaaNCB Sogibvibs in Scotland.' "^^First 
Report cf SeatiUk TemperwMB Soeietif, 1830. 

** Haying read the 'Artificial Brinking Usages of Kortli Britain' 
with great pleasure, as far as the design and able execution of it by 
the author is concerned, I beg again to offer jrou my sincere ti&anks, 
.... as well as for the real value of the gift you have bestowed. 
What a sad and curious picture you give of the ctutoma and pro- 
pensities of our native land I I am very glad you have taken up the 
sulgect 6f the usages, etiquette^ and courtesies that lead to drink- 
ing; for to put a stop to this, kests very much, as yotf have shown, 
with the employers of working people, and the upper classes of 
society, and may therefore be the more easily dealt widi. I hope 
your work will' be d'uly attended to, as it ought to be, and produce 
the good effects you contemplate ; and then I am aare you wiU foei 
in your own mind a ridi reward for all the labour and trouble you 
have taken, for so many yean, to reform your countrymen, and also 
(I blush to say it) your cottntiywomen."-^oaNfi» Bai/AV* 
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PHl^LOSOPHY AND SYSTEM 

OP 
ARTIFICIAL AND COMPULSORY 

DRINKING USAGE 
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GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 



INTRODUCTION. 

It is a matter of interesting inquiiy^ to investi- 
gate the various modes of inebriation as they exist 
in different countries ; and the examination becomes 
serious and important^ when it is undertaken with 
a view to address a cure to the intemperance of 
any given community. 

In entering upon this topic, it will be found that 
there are strong shades of difference in the occa- 
sions on which intoxicating liquors are used in 
various nations : so much sp^ as to make it mani- 
fest that the mode of cure of national intemperance 
must, in the nature of things, vary with these cir* 
cumstances. To those who are habituated to attend 
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to the power of peculiar customs on the morals of 
a people^ these considerations will appear of no 
mean importance ; and I humbly hope, that the 
views of the wise and intelligent in Great Britain 
will soon be universally and intently directed to 
this subject. 

In the United States of An^erica, the grand 
source of temperance reform, it was, previous to 
the introduction of temperance societies, considered 
as nothing shameful for men to drink liquor by 
themselves. Indeed, at that period, solitary drink- 
ing was there an admitted practice. And in using 
this phrase, it is not intended, at present, to 
throw any reflection upon the custom, sfupposii:^ 
that it obtained in moderation. We employ it, 
therefore, in no unfavourable sense ; but we wish, 
at this early stage, to suggest to the reader 
the striking and characteristic diiference that 
subsists, as to this particular point, in the views 
and opinions of the inhabitants of this country, 
when contrasted lyitb those of the Americans* 
For heje so strong is the gc^neral feeling upon the 
subject, that even many op^n drunkards woul4 
abhor the idea of being convicted of solitary drixik- 
ing. In America, if we may trust the narratives 
of traveUers, there is scarce such a thing known 
as men sitting together in company at. wine o^ 
liquor ^fter dujiner ; and much of the day's aUow?? 
ance of spirits is, so far as the progress of tem- 
pera^E^QQ still permits it, discussed before meridian 
has, passed. Of course inebriation is less mixed 
up there with the socialness and courtesy of life^ 
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than is thexase in the United Kingdom; a cir- 
cttinstance to which the reader's attention is parti- 
calarly requested, as on it great part of our future 
argument will be foimded* 

Were we to treat the matter methodically^ we 
might give an exposition of the use that is made 
of spirituous liquors in the way of compliment ; as 
between the upper and lower orders, or between 
individuals of either class among themselves. But 
we shall be content with stating some miscellaneous 
facts, earnestly entreating the reader's consideration 
both of these and their, tendencies. 

The system of rule and regulation, as to times 
and occasions of drinking, pervades all.branches of 
society in Great Britain — ^at meals, markets, fairs, 
baptisms, and funerals; and almost every trade 
and profession has its own code of strict and well- 
observed laws on this subject. There are numerous 
occasions when general custom makes the offer 
and reception of liquor as imperative as the law 
of the land. Most other countries have, on the 
whole, only one general motive to use liquor — viz. 
natural thirst, or desire for it ; but in Great Bri- 
tain there exists a large plurality of motives, 
derived from etiquette and rule. This fact may 
be considered by most readers as extremely incon- 
siderable and imimportant ; nevertheless it is one 
which it will be necessary to keep in mind in the 
cot^rse of the perusal of the foUoiig sheets, being 
the peculiar distinction between the modes of 
inebriation of this country and most other nations 
of Europe. 

B 2 
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There has been constituted with us a conven- 
tional and artificial connexion between liquor and 
courtesy and business; and this unnatural con- 
junction is not^ as in some other places, occasional, 
but nearly universal ; and I hope to show that it 
lias become a perfect science to know its multiplied 
modifications in every department of civil and of 
domestic life. 

Although there is a great similarity in the 
drinking usages of the three kingdoms, yet there 
is so much of variety and discrimination among 
them, as will justify us in considering the subject 
under the threefold division of those of Scotland, 
Ireland, and England. In this arrangement, I 
take up the discussion of the customs of the three 
kingdoms in the order in which they were first 
examined and investigated, beginning with North 
Britain. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE ARTIFICIAL AND COMPULSORY DRINKING 
USAGES OF SCOTLAND. 

Of Cabmet-maken and Joiners — Hatters*— Ironfonnders — Ship- 
wrights — Sail-makerk — Coopers — Sawyers — Reflections on the 

. Apprentice Entry — Usages of the Cotton Spinners — Calico 
Printers' Usage-money commuted, and given to a Mechanics' 
Library — Scheme of Girls to lodge Drink in "Women's Apart- 
ments. 

The felicity with which Sir Walter Scott occa- 
sionally touches the interesting topic of Scotch 
national manners, has excited a multitude of 
essayists and pseudo-philanthropists to venture a 
stake on such inviting play; and the public has 
been nauseated and overwhelmed by sketches of 
what is said to be Scottish life, without, in fact, 
having ever yet arrived at the foundation of those 
modes and institutions that may be stated philoso- 
phically to have formed the superior traits of the 
character of the North British; or at those un- 
happy sources of national deterioration which the 
Scotch possess in such ruinous abundance. It is 
to the consideration of some facts comiected with 
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the latter order that we shalli at present, solicit 
attention: viz. to the rites, customs, ceremonies, 
etiquettes, and courtesies, that here accompany 
inebriation. In no other country does spirituous 
liquor seem to have assumed so much the attitude 
of the authorized instrument of compliment and 
kindness, as in North Britain : and that drunken- 
ness has been reduced into the regularity and 
prevalence of a general system, vdll be evident 
from the following detail; which, however, only 
professes to give a hasty glance at the outskirts of 
a subject of fearful interest, whose final desolations 
may, if the mercy of God prevent not, yet only be 
in their approach. 

Scarcely has the fstripling commenced his appren- 
ticeship, in some towns, to the hminess of the joiner 
or cabmet-maker, than he is iaformed that the 
custom of the shop is to pay a sum as an entry ^ or 
footing, to be disposed of in drink by the wbrkmen. 
He receives charge of the fixe in the premises; 
and at every failure of kindling, ;mending, or extin^ 
guishing at night, he is fined in a small sum, to be 
expended in whisky : failure in puttii^ outeandies 
at the proper time, or in watching the work at 
meal-hours, and a number of other petty offences, 
are met by small am^cements for the same pur* 
pose. At the Ceremony of broth^ring, ten or 
twelve shillings are sacrificed in thb wny; the first 
wages of a journeyman also are c(Hi0e<%ated to the 
same unhallowed purpose, beii^ in many casesr the 
commencement of a course of inebriation that ^nda 
only with poverty and death. If one leaves the 
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^hop5 his stittioti at A particular bench is touped, 
i* e. auctioned by the men ^rho r^nain^ and the 
price spent in diink : sometimes six shiUings are 
fli^ obtained. When furniture is carried to a 
cUistoiner's ho«lsei at neioving^ packing, &c* the 
employer generally bestows a glass or two. When 
winter commences, and candles begin to be used, 
masters give their operatives a treat of spirits; 
and whenever the smallest sum is raised by a fine^ 
the men greedily add to it, and thus a nucleus is 
easily fi)rmed> and drinking perpetuated. The 
penalties for nonconformity to the usages are so 
various, ingenious, and severe, that it is nearly 
impossible, as we shall find in the sequel, for an 
ox>erative to stand out against them, and be able to 
continue in his business. On refusal to comply, 
men are sent to Coventry ; refused assistance and 
cooperation, which is sometimes essential to carry 
on work; ridiculed, affronted, maltreated in a variety 
of ways. A journeyman carpenter, in a town north 
'of the Forth, having declined to pay the customary 
drink-money, found one morning his tools removed. 
He received no satisfiiction, but in about three 
months they were found in the »de of a dunghiU, 
which was being taken away for agricultural 
purposes. 

In the course of apprenticeship to other occu- 
pations, a sum, varying from one to five shilKngs, 
is at intervals levied: eanoxig plumbers^ for in- 
stance, when the apprentice casts his first sheet of 
lead. In manufacturing districts, when a blocks 
tutter cuts his first printing-block, he is bound to 
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pay twenty shillings for the purpose of treating hi» 
feUow->workmen with diink. Among chth-lappers^ 
and some other trades, the apprentice not only 
gives his entry drink, but at succesrive stages of 
learning the business, he has to pay drinking usage-* 
money ; to all which payments the other workmen 
contribute a smaller sum, and often a debauch 
follows. JEfUrieSf either at admission of appren-^ 
tices, or new workmen coming to a shop, are 
general among founders, coopers, tin-smiths, and 
others ; and drinking never stops with the occasico)^ 
of its commencement, but always' proceeds in an 
augmented ratio. A respectable man, having a 
family, going lately to work at a blacksmith's shop^ 
refused to pay entry; he was maltreated, and 
finally knocked down and wounded : on the aggres-* 
sors being summoned, they actually pleaded, in 
bar of judgment, before a magistrate, the custom of 
the shop having been in&inged. 

It is the rule of the flatter trade to pay, at the 
end of the apprenticeship, what is ceHeiei garnish; 
a stranger journeyman, who. remains after trial, 
pays so much; each journeyman pays something 
on the anniversary of his becoming such ; • and it is 
believed this rule of the trade is general through* 
out the kingdom. A plank pint is also payable^ 
this, I understand to take place the first time the 
young man works the felt upon the plank with hot 
water, tinctured with sulphuric acid. These sums 
are small, varying from one to several shillii^; 
but, as before noticed, the commencement being 
^lender, is unfortunately no impediment to a 
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debmth* When a journeyman enters a hat manu- 
factor j^ there are certain rules and regulations as 
to sundry matters, laid down, which if he trans» 
gress, he is tried by the other operatives, and fined 
in sums varying from two to ten shillings and six- 
pence ; and to all these deposits the rest add a sum 
which, our informant states, is wholly consumed in 
excessive drinking of ardent spirits. 

Journeymen, at the iron foundries, pay an entry 
of three shillings, to which the other men contri- 
bute sixpence each ; all which is expended in the 
Mual beverage. 

Apprentices in the sMp-huttding yards, pay two 
pounds for entry-money. When this amounts to 
9, considerable sum, from the accession of new 
apprentices, it is spent in a dance, which generally 
ends in severe drinking, the results being most 
mischievous : as the number of workmen is great, 
it takes several days to bring back the people to 
their ordinary state of sobriety. In some places a 
considerable payment for drink takes place at the 
end of the apprenticeship. An improvement in 
this branch of intemperance has lately taken place 
on the frith of Clyde, and the apprentiqe entry- 
money is, in some building yards, laid out in tools. 
An apprentice there, when his time is out, occa- 
sionally gives the wages of his first week as a jour- 
neyman to his companions to drink. The most 
fiivourable view that can be taken of the intention 
df these " drink-entries," is, that they form the 
mark. of welcome of an ii^dividual into the trade, 
luod are meant to produce friendship and harmony. 

B 3 
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Yet what has proved a more irinil^it ca^er to 
concord and peace than wine and whiskj t Intm^- 
perance, however, deals largely in sophism. Thus 
a popular Scots poet says in praise of liquor :-^ 



(I 



When neighbours angry at a plea, 
And just as wad as wud can be, 
How easy can the barley bree 

Cement the quarrel t 
It's aye the cheapest lawyer's fee 

To taste the barrel." 



Here is a complicated case of sophistry, in wMch 
courtesy, and a ceremonial of courtesy, seem an 
ingredient. The parties have already forgiven one 
another, and now meet as friends and resume the 
ordinary courteous intercourse of human life, their 
differences having ceased and come to an end^ The 
circumstance of both tasting what they like, and 
opening their minds over whisky, is part of the 
process, no doubt, but not the whole, or chief, or 
foremost part. But the bard, advocating the cause 
of whisky, assumes that the whole agreeable aind 
beneficial results are the work of whisky ; and 
thus, that which has been the spring of immea*^ 
surable strife and debate, quarrel and bloodshed, 
gets the credit of being a healer of differences. 
Few cases of greater perversion, and of calling evil 
good, and good evil, can be pointed out in ordin^ 
occurrences. 

A respectable correspondent thus writes r-^*-" A 
workman served his apprenticeship in a small 
burgh, where were seven corporate trades. At 
the annual dinner at election of office-bearers, 
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it wad usual fer tke appremtieas to visit the torn* 
pany after diimery and partake of drink along mdi 
them : a oolkctiiQn of money was also made for the 
aj^r^itiees to drink with next day. -His master 
always paid Wages in a public house, where spirits 
w^e continually^ given. At each fair of the town 
(of which there were four in the year), the appren-« 
ti«. received some sluUings to drink. Onfimshing 
or measuring any job, a treat of drink Was bestowed. 
There were four apprentices; and all of them, by 
&e time th^ had finished their term of four years 
and a half, were regular drunkards. The master 
and his brother^ who were partners, both died of 
intemperanee, \md^ the age of forty ; and there 
are many of the same crafty in the same town, who 
have became drunkards through nieans of the same 
usages." 

An apprentice and jourileyman's entry at the 
saH-imaking huBlneMUf severally, a bottle of whisky, 
and another when they sit down to work. At help- 
ing to unbend, die sails of a vessel, a bonus of drink 
is given by the. ship^master: but in some lofts, 
entries have been lately abolished* .. 
. In the cooper trade, the apprentice-entry ii five 
diiiUings, aided by a contribution of oile shilling 
fromcMh workman; and ten shillings atbrother^- 
log, which is a foolish tod barbarous ceremony, 
once very common, now given up in most occupa- 
tions :. it odnaiste in being ducked in vrater, beat, 
and made the sport of the rest, in a rude manner. 

Among sawyersi when a couple, both strangers, 
eopa to work in a timber-yard^ the entry-money is 
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six shillings ; if one man comes to join a partner^ 
three shillings ; when a log of timber fiills, by the 
carelessness of a workman^ into the saw-pit, a fine 
of whisky is inflicted — the other men are entitled 
to defer assistance in raising the log till the fine is 
paid ; two sawyers separating, pay one shilling and 
sixpence each. These sums are increased by the 
workmen ; and as this, class is proverbial for drun-r 
kenness, and the rules are strictly enforced, the 
children unborn may rue them. 

Foreigners regard the Scotch as a moral and 
prudent people ; but there are strange anomalies 
in our national character. Thus, a wise and pious 
fiither trains up his son in sound nurture and ad* 
monition: he firequently recurs to counsel; gives 
line upon line, and precept upon precept. Per-^ 
haps, in no one point does he show such exquisiter 
jealousy, as when on the subject of intemperance. 
When the boy is about to leave his &ther's roof- 
tree, the parent reiterates, redoubles, concentrates 
his instruction; above all, he obtests him to flee 
the tavern as he would a pest-house : with the 
same breath, he draws from his purse a sum, vary- 
ing from ten shillings to seven pounds sterling, 
which he bestows for the express purpose of initi-* 
ating his child into a course of dissipation that may 
ensure imhappiness in after life: and this he is 
bound and fettered to do ; and the poor appren* 
tice-slave must table the entry-money to his com- 
panions, or take the risk of such a course of 
maltreatment as, in some cases, it would be nearly 
as much as his life is worth to undergo^ Perhaps, 



OF SCOTLAND* 13 

no greater case of inconsistency is to be found in 
the manners of any nation. In a town in the west 
country^ although about two-thirds of the trades 
have lately abandoned apjo'entice-entries, and where 
^e doctrine of anti-usage is now somewhat known, 
yet still, such is the force of old prejudice, that the 
magistrates had to interfere in the case of a poor 
orphan apprenticed to the cooper trade, and punish 
his fellow-workmen, who had not long ago pro- 
ceeded to blows and blood, in order to enforce the 
usage. How happy would anxious parents be, 
whose sons are consigned to business, to college, or 
elsewhere, distant from their father's control, could 
they be assured, that by the influence of temper- 
ance associations, they were saved -the dread of 
even occasional drinking matches, and the long 
fearfiil train of guilt that intemperance retains, 
coiled up within its own plastic and never-failing 
energies. 

With regard to the compulsory drinking usages 
in the ootton factories, I have received the follow- 
ing table, from a cotton spinner, who has been 
eighteen years in the trade. 

£ s. d, f 
On getting the first wheels, entry-money for 

drink 1 1 

All the oth^r worjcmen who attend such entiy, 

each 020 

When changing ftovd one mill to another . . 10 
[In some places it is only d«. but gene- 
lallylO*.] . 
When changing irom one pair of wheels to 

another, even iu the same mill,, from ^.^eUto 5- 
^1 who attend such.mQeting^ eaph ..... Q ^. 
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£ s* d, 

If changing from one flat or room to another . 10 
Wheh a man is turned off, and taken back, al- 
though it ^ere the ttame day that th6 differ-' 
ehce took plaoe» he must there and then pay 

over again «... 10 

At all marriages, the bridegroom 5 

At all birtha Q 5 

If a young man spin a pair of wheels in the 
same shop for one year, and be so unfortunate 

as not to get married, he pays 10 

And etery nine montha thAt he remdhui dngle^ 

and in the same shop 10 

[This, however, is not insisted on in some 
shops.] 
At every shop-meeting — ^these being held every 
two months-^from every spinner in the mill, 
whether present or not ..... 1«. to 6 
At the pay-table, which is every regular pay- 
day 6 

A country spinner eoming to the town ... 1 1 

" All the above meetings end in debauchery^ to 
a greater or less extent ; indeed some individuals^ 
after those meetings, keep drinking for eight days; 
so that they lose their work, and often ruin their 
families. 

" The following is the practice of the hand- 
warpers: — 

At obtaining a warping machine for the first 

time, entry money for driiik ... * . 5 

All who attend such entry . ... . . .0 t 

Changing from one mill to another .... 2 6 

All attending such meeting, eaoh .... 6 

At marriages, the bridegroom pays .... 2 6 

All attending such meeting 6 

At a birth ...'........026 

All Bttettding ...» 8 
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'^ Power-loom dressers^ driilking usages : — 

£ s, d. 
On getting the first machine^ entry money for 

1 drink 100 

All attending the entry, each 10 

Changing from one mill to another .... 5 

All attending such footing 10 

At a marriage or birth, generally ..... 2 6 
All attending ...006 

" The rules and practice of poiDer4oom tenters y 
are much the same as the dressers : — 

£ s. d. 

Mechanics* — Entry 050 

Each attending such entry 10 

All marriages ...050 

Births , 026 

Those attending 006 

Giving notices of leaving and stopping ... 2 6 
One applying for work, without giving notice 

to the shop he is presently employed in . . 2 6 
In all those cases, those attending pay each 

from h. to 6 

" Those operatives who demur to acquiesce in 
these usages^ are considered as entitled to the de- 
nonnnation of d — d loW| mean, mangy souls ; and 
are liable to every species of insult, refusal of 
assistance and cooperation, and bad treatment." 

When a calico printer changes his colour, that 
is, leaves one department of work for another, he 
pays a fine in drink. Till veiy lately, from appren- 
tice boys to the print-fields, there was extorted the 
enormous sum of seven pounds sterling each, which 
being put into a fund, when it amounted to about 
fifty pounds, was spent in a debauch ; and a whole 
district, including man, woman, and child, was for 
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a fortnight overspread with druiikennesSy sickness^ 
riot, and crime. When 'the author was, for the 
first time, m^de acquainted with this usage, he did 
not believe it possible that such a tnonstxous abuse 
would be permitted by employers; but he was 
informed, that as the usage exaction operated as a 
check on the reception of apprentices, and kept up 
a monopoly of hands, they found it impossible to 
6btain its abolition. Some time ago, at a particular 
print-field, a temperance society having been formed, 
an entry-drink soon after occurred : at the meet- 
ing held to arrange its proceedings, the temperance 
members objected : much indignation and reproach 
ensued. The temperance men continued firm, and 
argued the point at length ; and they were finally 
permitted to receive their own share of entry- 
money, to spend as they pleased : they disbursed it 
in temperance tracts. . By the next occasion of the 
disposal of entries, the cause of temperance had 
improved : after a short debate, a majority carried 
the following resolution, — ** No drink, but a me- 
chanics' library !" And at the present date, it is 
believed that the former employment of entry- 
money is now almost universally abrogated in the 
Scottish print-fields, and a fund instituted for 
widows and unemployed workmen. Previous to 
this change, however, at some print-fields, to pre- 
vent drink being introduced at work-hours, a 
guard was placed on the gate. 

A spectator once observed the following ingeni- 
ous scheme, to lodge a smaU quantity of whisky 
within premises which were well garrisoned against 
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it. Standing by the null*lead, which was uncom- 
monly deep and rapid, he saw at a short distance 
a little girl (asten a stone to the end of a string, 
and throw it across the stream to another girl, who 
disengaged the stone, and tied the cord round a 
hottle, which was thus drawn by the other safely 
through the water, and concealed beneath her gar- 
ment: she then turned to the left, where might be 
seen a scout standing at the door of the women^s 
apartment, holding up a stick with a white rag at 
the end of it. She remained stock still for some 
time ; but the instant the white rag was lowered, 
and a red one displayed in its place, the depositary 
bolted, and accomplished the lodgement of her 
cargo in the women's room, at the critical moment 
when the overseer had gone to another part of the 
work. At the same place, a spirit-dealer's account 
against some girls was found, amounting to about 
five pounds sterling. 
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CHAPTER II. 

SCOTTISH USAGES CONTINUED. 

■»• 

Usages at Herring Fisheries — at Agricultural Auctions — Cattle 
Dealers and Butchers — Drinking at Sales and Bargains in gene* 
ral^>Rue-bargain — Commercial Orders ^Case of direct Combi- 
nation being successfully used against Drinking at Bargains — 
Case of Relapse from this Usage — Cast in a Cart — Marriage 
Usages — Courtship. 

The regulatiojis of drinking in the herring fisheries 
are somewhat complicated. At importing salt> 
several glasses are given to each man ; and at sail-* 
ing for the Isles, the men are frequently put on 
board intoxicated : in hiring boats at the fishing- 
grounds, whisky flows profusely — those are es- 
teemed the best employers who give the most 
spirits, and masters supplant one another by bribes 
of whisky. Each well-fitted boat, on arriving at 
the receiving vessel, gets a bottle of whisky, be- 
sides a couple of glasses each man. The women 
who clean the fiish have three glasses a-day : at the 
first introduction of this practice, they could not be 
prevailed upon to take above half a glass. In a 
slack fishing, a vessel having three or four hundred 
barrels, requires about sixty gallons of spirits. 
Thus educated, the fishermen, not content with 
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their morning's supply, frequently go ashore, and, 
drinking at their own cost, spend the day in rioting 
and wickedness. 

With respect to the loch-fishing adjacent to the 
Frith of Clyde, in Lochfine, and elsewhere, the 
customs are very pernicious. The merchant boats, 
or coupersj are necessitated to be copiously sup- 
plied with spirits to meet the various usages among 
the fishers ; and accordingly ^irit dealers are fre- 
quently interested in these, and lend capital to the 
coupers to purchase herrings; their remuneration 
consisting in the consumption of their whisky /in 
the drinking usages of the trade. If a couper has 
to deal with ^een fishing boats, as those have 
generally tturee men a-piece, he is obliged to expend 
forty-five glasses of whisky in " earles," or earnest, 
the evening previous to the fishing. Anpther 
similar quantily is given on the fishing boats coming 
aloiigside in the morning; the same during the 
bargain*making ; and the same at paying and part- 
ing ; in all, one hundred and eighty glasses for one 
trip — and variouis circumstances may increase the 
quantity to about double. The residt is, that 
many of the men are partially intoxicated, and 
^lstead of preparing for another night's fishing, go 
ashore, and finish with complete intoxication. 
Stranding and upsetting of boats is, of consequence, 
a frequent occurrence ; the market is ill supplied^ 
the trade ill managed, and loose and immoral 
habits forced on the population by the prevalencie 
of these customs. To complete the evil, the 
coupers, on coming to port, are obliged, by the 



fule or etiquette of the trade, to bargam for the 
distributioii of their cargo among the hawkers and 
retailers, over whisky. 

At agrieultural roups, or aucticms, it is the 
practice of the seller to introduce spirits, and to 
dispose of fhem, gratis, to bidders in the most plen. 
tiful manner: many individuals aare thus led to 
lavish their offers in a foolish way, greatly to their 
own detriment. Foreigners would scarcely believe 
what is said of the cautious, suspicious character 
of ihe Scots, were they witnesses '{^ a public sale 
of stock in this country. How respectaUe persons 
can shamelessly excite the emulation of an auction 
by means so exceptionable, is much to be wondered 
at ; but it is the custom, and that seemingly rec0ii<- 
ciles to all monstrous things. 

Among cattle-dealers and butchers there are few. 
or no diy bargains ; and if the business be in the 
country, they vnll go miles to a public-house, to 
proceed in and dose the transaction. Our informant 
states, " that when a grazier or diover proposes for 
sale either black cattle, sheep, fed calves, or pigs, 
the butcher alleges the necessity of tasting* toge<* 
ther ; the seller then is his gill or two, perhaps 

'* It may be proper to ejcplain to the English reader, that the 
<»vtious feelings of the Scotch nation induce them often to under" 
colour their phraseology. Thus a reprobate ia called by them " # 
hooly do wee],'' (t.e. one who is tardy in doing what is good.) A 
peasant, when asked how he does to-day, replies, " No that ill, I 
thank you," {U, I am not very ilL) TasHng, in the sense of &e 
text, does not mean merely to try by the palate, but to drink whisi^ 
moderately. The intention, it may be conceded, is frequently to 
partake only in moderation, but in a g^eat picurality of cases it 
^mshes with excess. .. 
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more ; and if a bargain happen to ensue, the buyer 
calls in his gill or gills, and they part hearty.*' 

Tasting is common even in selling a side of beef, 
and at the settlement of accounts is universal : so 
that this class of transactions is greatly shackled by 
the intrusion of spirituous liquor ; and waste and 
wickedness follow. 

Although the custom of drinking over bargains, 
among merchants and traders of the higher rank, is 
happily obsolete, it is by no means the case among 
the industrious classes. It is much the practice in 
bargain and sale to any considerable extent among 
inferior dealers of every kind, to settle the transact 
tion over strong liquor — ^a most pernicious order of 
things, that vitiates and debases the springs of 
common business at their source. 

It would be impossible in this place to calculate 
the extent of the deterioration of morals which 
this custom occasions, seeing that it is nearly uni- 
versal over North Britain, and that it infers not 
only the common evils that are incident to inebri- 
ation, but frequently also an element of treachery 
and deceit. The seller, trusting to his superior capa- 
city of withstanding the power of liquor, sometimes 
expects in this way to procure a better bargain, 
and the buyer is no less sanguine. " It is a hard 
heart that whisky will not soften," was the obser- 
vation of one accustomed to adopt this method of 
improving his circumstances. — " The market-gill ! 
O what a profusion of roses and ripe fruits, 
dry gravel and shining laurel, might be had for a 
thousandth part of the price given for drams, 
which cause at the market-places needless stay 
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and vain or silly bargains^ together with the grow- 
ing vice which ruins all."* 

In some places, what is called a rue^bargain is 
admitted on the following terms:— A customer, 
after having been overreached at a bargain made 
at a public-house, goes home, and acknowledges to 
his wife the stipulations he has come under, who 
next morning satisfies him that it will be for his 
interest to attempt to procure redress. If the seller 
be a hard man, he will not probably get free ; but 
sometimes a rue-bargain is permitted on a forfeit 
of whisky, which varies in amount according to 
the value of the merchandise in question. 

A respectable informant states, that he has 
known many sad results of drinking over bargains^ 
in the case of retailers at their wholesale pur- 
chases, or settlement of accounts. Many indivi- 
duals in these professions have been taught habits 
of intemperance from this custom; and many 
others, finding that the mode of life to which it 
subjected them was becoming ruinous, managed to 
substitute the principal shopman ii thek own 
place, in order that they might undergo the risk of 
fulfilling the baneful usage: this, however, waa 
only putting one unfortunate victim in the place of 
another, which the sequel iu general sorrowfully 
demonstrated. 

Commercial orders of any consequence given to 
tin-smiths, joiners, smiths, ship-chandlers, flax- 
dressers, slaters, tanners, and almost all the minor 
marmfacturersy are frequently adjusted over strong 
liquor, as a matter of etiquette and necessity. 

• Manse Garden. 



It is, however^ no small encouragement to know, 
that the usage of drinking at bargains^ inveterate 
as it iSf has given way in some instances to direct 
combination. In a populous district in the west of 
Scotland) the cattle trade was much infested with 
an apparent necessity of drinking at aU sales. The 
parties concerned admitted that this practice was 
expensive^ worthlessi nay, pernicious in , the ex- 
treme ; that it cost even a temperate man twenty- 
five pounds a year in tasting ; that it wasted time, 
and impeded dispatch of business at the rate of a 
day for an hour ; that it led astray the young men 
in the trade, and that consequent drunkenness had 
cut off, in one instance, nearly a whole family : in 
short, that it was of the utmost importance that 
the usage should be abrogated. But how that 
could be accomplished it was impossible to say, as 
a wet bargain was in this trade a matter of strict 
honour and etiquette; and no individual could 
dare to controvert the custom without losing caste, 
and in some sort throwing himself out of society. 
An attempt, however, at joint measures was made. 
Individuals were advised with again, and again, and 
again. When matters were ripe, a select meeting 
was called ; some influential Mends of temperance 
also attended : the whole matter was discussed for 
two hours: some objections were stated, though 
somewhat languidly, to the following effect: — " It 
is not for sake of the whisky that we taste at bar- 
gains, but to drink the health of the customer, and 
success to the transaction. Do not gentlemen 
drink heahhs, — ^if not at such bargains as ours, yet 



S4i DRINKING USAGES 

I 

on similar, or on other occasions? Would they 
like to be laughed at, or thought mean, or deficient 
in manners ?" and so forth. It happened fortu- 
nately, on this occasion, that it could be stated of 
various influential individuals, who lived in the 
district, that they had, on principle, given up the 
practice of drinking healths for some years, 
without any loss of character, or injury to their 
affidrs. 

When the parties were fiilly satisfied of this fact, 
they came to a unanimous resolution to combine, 
and thus to countenance one another in declining 
to drink at bargains ; and not a little pleasing has 
been the result. To use somewhat the language 
of one of themselves, in speaking several months 
afterwards of the combination, — " It is a good 
institution. The dealer, instead of spending four 
days drinking in the way of business, gets his lots 
disposed of in four hours ; and off he goes across the 
Highland ferries, with bills and cash, in perfect 
sobriety, without expense or folly." 

Some of the parties to this combination did not, 
it must be confessed, always strictly adhere to 
its obligation. Nevertheless, the usage-spell was 
broken; and to make up for defaulters, many 
tradesmen in other lines of business either joined 
the special combination, or have been encouraged 
to emancipate themselves from the pernicious 
custom; and its total disuse is making progress 
throughout the district 

It is extremely affecting to find, that an inebriate 
is sometimes one of the most anxious of his dass 
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to remove a drinking usi^, as being to Hm thd 
sotirce of continuous: and irresistible temptation. 

I shall conclude this point with the following 
rdation. A young married man, of respectable 
pircumstancesy in the .middle ranks, had £dlen for 
years, into habits of inebriation. On hearing of 
the institution of a Temperance Society in the town 
in which he resided, he resolved to join it, and did 
80. The first two days of total abstinence from his 
ordinary stimulant told severely on his nerves, and 
he kept his bed ; the third day^ in attempting to 
get up, he, through sheer weakness, fell fiat on the 
floor* His friends became alarmed^ and urged him 
to take a little spirits, but he resolutely refused^ 
and declared his determination to die on the spot, 
rather than return to whisky. .The foiurth and 
fifth days he felt very ill, but became convalescent 
on the sixth.; In little more than a fortnight he 
was perfectly well ; the tone of his stomach reco- 
vered; he could partake of hot meat; his flesh 
retomed; the sweetness of his natural dispositiou, 
moreover, was restored ; his children no longer 
crept: terrified but of his way, to bed or elsewhere ; 
he was kind to his wife, and had no more the 
temper of a tiger, as was sometimes affirmed of 
1dm before. His mfe even declared to a friend, 
in the joy of her heart, that their house was now a 
heaven upon earth* Hi» affidrs were $oon re- 
trieved — ^new clothes were put on — the snufP was 
wiped away from the nose; and he, being a hand- 
some, personable man, walked forth erect into the 
stredtsy while dl wondered and were glad at the 

c 
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fjftvour&ble metamorpliosis. This state of felicity 
continued for a twelvemonth ; but, unluckily, the 
usage of drinking at bargains was not departed 
from; he seemed to find it very expedient for his 
affidrs to repeat this custom, but he fulfilled it in 
porter, not in spirits. By^d-bye he is known to 
have reasoned thus with himself, — *'I am now 
independent of whisky ; this I have demonstrated 
to my own satisfaction, and to that of all my friends 
and acquaintance. . The drinking of porter, while 
others take spirits, will not do ; I am singular, and 
am laughed at ; besides, it brings old failings to 
every body's remembrance. I will now order 
whisky as bef<H:e, but shall taste only, and do no 
more.'' He withdrew from the Temperance So- 
ciety — ^began to take whisky*at bargains once more 
— continued sober for some months — ^increased his 
doses — and finally fell agam into the gulph of in- 
temperance. Now, but for this usage, this man, 
humanly speaking, never would have relapsed, 
unless he had further become ensnared to a taste 
for porter or strong ale. 

The multipUcily of the rites and ceremonies of 
drinking at fisdrs, markets, and sacraments, can 
scarcely have passed imobserved even by inatten- 
tive spectators, although it is imaccountable how 
Ettle known to one class are the mysteries of ior 
ebriation of another. The stopping of fiumers on 
horseback or in carts, with their friends or fieuBiilies, 
at a variety of public*-houses, as they pass honie* 
wards, occasions a sad deterioration of morals in 
that dass of the inhabitants. We have been 
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disturbed at a respectable inn^ in the Carse of Stir- 
ling, as late as ten o*clock at night, by farmers 
and their families making their fourth or fifth stop 
firom town on a market-day; and at this stage, 
l}ie noise, singing, and riot of these (otherwise re- 
spectable) people, was inconceivable. A principal 
motive of this practice lies in some of the party 
thus rewarding the owner of the cart for giving 
them a cast homewards; with others, a parting 
glass is the excuse. 

The tasting by young country females at mar- 
kets, &irs, and sacraments, is most deleterious ; 
and the national character of that class, from this 
circumstance alone, is on the high road to ruin. 
Some investigations upon this subject, and a com- 
parison of our rural population with that of France 
in the year 18S8, first led the author to consider 
the Temperance question, and afterwards to intro- 
duce the system into Scotland in 18^. The ab- 
solute necessity of treating females in the same 
manner, in steam-boat jaunts, is lamentable ; both 
sexes are in this way reduced to a most awkward 
dilemma ; for a girl cannot refuse a glass from her 
admirer, because this is the authorized universal 
mark of respect and kindness ; and as little can 
llie best-intentioned young man decline to offer it, 
because he would thus fail in courtesy to her on 
whom he wishes to bestow pre-eminent honour. 
Some youths have been known to defer their en- 
trance into a Temperance Society tall after their 
marriage, lest failure in the usual compliments 
should be misconstrued, and create a coldness with 

c 2 
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their future wives. A young man lately withdrew 
his name from a Temperance Society, unable to 
endure the taunts he should sustain^ and the risk 
of offence he should give, in refusing to taste and 
drink healths at his marriage ; after this was over, 
however, he rejoined the Society. On the greater 
part of the continent of Europe, it is almost never, 
generally speaking, that a young woman drinks 
ardent spirits. In the case of a betrothed girl, if 
her intended husband should witness such an un- 
usual breach of good morals, it might possibly 
lead to a rupture, without any fear of an action of 
breach of promise of marriage on behalf of the 
female. But how fatal is the difference in our 
boasted country ! A young man is forced to offer 
liquid fire to his sweetheart, and she is no less 
obUged to receive it ! " How is it possible to court 
9 lass without whisky f was somewhat of the reply 
of a young peasant when pressed to join a Tem- 
perance Association. So that as whisky is th^ 
instrument of courtesy in this country, a girl ne- 
cessarily conceives herself neglected, by deficiency 
of her lover in the usual treat of this wretched 
poison. 

At registration of names with the parish derk 
for .marriage, a compliment of whisky is necessary 
to a few near relations and intimate friends of the 
couple. In some places an additional and laiger 
meeting is held on the jMonday preceding the 
proclamation of the banns, where another mystery 
of whisky is celebrated, and the bride is presented 
with gifts. 
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CHAPTER III. 

SCOTTISH USAGES CONTINUED. 

Conrtship Usages, continued — Usages at Baptisms and at Funerals 
—Lord Teignmouih's Account of Scotch Funerals — Case of suc- 
cessful Change of Funeral Usages — Corollary, Power of Comhv- 
nation of a Few — Paj-night Usages — CaU on Managers of 
Sabbath-Schools and Mechanics' Institutions — their Case -^ 
Statistical Statement of the Expense of certain Usages — Raising 
of the Wind— Present to Mechanics' Libnay of Usage-money 
— ^Treats to Servants, &c — ^Washer-women. 

In some large towns, wliere there is little op* 
portunity of rural walks and silent retreats for 
tx>urt8liip, the lover puts on his best clothes, and 
having previously sent a message to his &ir friend, 
they meet in a respectable public-house; and in- 
stead of whispering their vows in imison with the 
zephyrs among the leaves, and under the moon*s 
silver light, they talk over their matters as they 
can, amid the clatter of tumblers and pint stoups; 
whilst the blushes of the maiden, if dke has any, 
are gaudily revealed in the glare of the gas-lights. 
This is scarcely endurable, but the sequel is worse. 
The public-house, in this manner, acquires a sacred 
character; it is firmly associated with the most 
delightful hours of the most delight&l season of 
life; and after marriage, when a smiling of&pring 
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arrives, it is quite usual, is such communities, 
for a man and wife, 'after a walk through [^the 
streets and public resorts with their children, to 
finish the enjoyment of the holiday with a &mily 
party in the same fatal whisky-receptacle where 
they first breathed to each other the voice of love. 

The use of ardent spirits at the ceremony of 
marriage among the operative classes is too well 
known to require any comment; and sometimes 
even the mob, collected at the doors while the rite 
is performing, must be pleased and pacified from 
outrage by a treat of liquor. 

Besides the profuse drinking that occurs on the 
immediate occasion of a birth or funeral, the gene- 
ral practice throughout the country is, to give a 
glass to every one that comes into a house after a 
birth tUl the baptism. This is sometimes the sole 
reason tar precipitating the rite ; sober people 
wishing to dismiss the whisky jar as soon as poS'- 
sible. On calling the attention of a respectable 
minister to this point in a committee-room just 
before a Temperance meeting, he took notice] of 
the baptismal drinking usages in his speech ; and 
stated that, only a few weeks before, he had bap- 
tized a fine healthy child ; that he learned that 
the usual orgies took place in the afternoon, that 
the mother of the infimt went to bed in a state of 
intoxication, in consequence of which she overlaid 
the child, and it was found in the morning deprived 
of life. This statement was received with a thrill 
of horror by the whole meeting. 

On the event of a decease, every one gets a glass 
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who comes within the door, until the fimeral, and 
for six wedks after it An undertaker charges 
more fbr his workmen on account of the want of 
work he must sustain from the mad profusion of 
fiunilies on these occasions. The ordinary drinking 
on a funeral-day is too well known by the Scotch 
to need further notice; nevertheless, we shall just 
quote what an English gentleman, Lord Teign-* 
mouth, thinks of it. His Lordship observes, that, 
** at the more recent funeral of a distinguished 
officer, a large body of Highlanders assembled. 
A man of the country, pointing out to me the 
place of interment, spoke of the circumstance with 
dwracteristic animation : ' Oh, sir, it was a grand 
e:ntertainment; there were five thousand High* 
landers present, and we were very jolly: some 
did not quit the spot till next morning, some not 
till the day following; they lay drinking on the 
ground; it was like a field of batde.* At a late 
interment in Ross-shire the mourners engaged in 
a general row, and the loss of lives was the result, 
a consequence by no means uncommon. Nor are 
such excesses confined to the Highlands and 
Islands. They occurred a short time ago at the 
funeral of one of the lairds of Cantyre, near Camp- 
belltown, on which occasion the mourners were so 
intoxicated, that they jostled each other in their 
way to the grave. The funeral and festal prepar 
rations are" inseparably blended in the mind of the 
Highlander.^ Again; the better classes became 

• Sketches of Scotland. Lond. ISSS. 
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habituated to this fiery and poisotious dtug {vAiiilky) 
by the: unfortunate custom, still prevalent in the 
North, of taking a glass of it as a dram before 
break&st. I found it the invariable practice at all 
the houses, whether of clergymen or isheep*farmers, 
in the western parts of Sutherlandshire, in which I 
break&sted; and frequently witnessed the most 
simple and undissembled, astonishment at my not 
complying with it» Nay, in the northern counties; 
it is no uncommon thing to see ladies toas off a glas^ 
of whisky at the early time in question^^but tmder 
the less startling designation of biHers^ which it 
assumes when administered to ibmale lips.*'* ' ' 
His Lordship afiterwatds states, that three rounds 
of whisky is what be had seen in the Hebrides at 
a funeral. At his inn the company afterwards con* 
tinued drinking and singing till past midnight^ 
making an uproar that prevented the possibility of 
sleeping. In talldng' on this; point with a respect* 
able minister, he told me the following anecdote* 
Requiring some repair to be done to his house, he 
applied to the master joiner whom he was accus* 
tomed to employ^ who dent him aworkman for the 
purpose in the afternoon. When about to giv6 
directions regarding the job, he foimd the man was 
intoxicated, and incapable of proceeding, and he 
was therefore under the necessity of dismissing 
him. On noticing the subject next day somewhat 
sharply to the employer, his remonstrance was met 
with a look of unfeigned surprise on the part of the 

* Sl^etches of Scotland, p. 202. JL<9id. 1856. 
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master^ who assured him most anxiously that there 
must have been some mistake, for if any of his men 
could be remarked as being most particularly cor- 
rect, John Bitchie.was the man. On describing 
his person and appearance, however, it was evident 
there was na mistake. But the master suddenly 
pausing, and musing for a few seconds, exdaamed, 
** I know it now ! aye^ poor man, it may be very 
true, for he had a little child. buried that same day: 
that must have been the reason." ** I was horrified," 
exclaimed the minister, *' to hear one respectable 
man justify another respectable man for an act of 
brutality and sin, on the ground of his suffering 
<me of the severest strokes that God inflicts on his 
creatures. But this is a rule of Scottish life." 

In a laige town in the west of Scotland, it was 
lately the custom to invite some hundreds of the 
inhabitants to funerals ; to admit them all within 
the house, at great expense and trouble, when the 
£unily waa'by no means in a state to be harassed 
with wholesale preparations, or, it may be, well 
provided, by the demise of a &ther, for extra ex- 
pense. People seemed to forget, that to those who 
have loi^ hung in tortured suspense over the 
deceitfiil revolutions of a death-bed, repose and 
quiet are absolutely necessary; and that after 
vigils of protracted sleeplessness and anguish, it 
may be dangerous, with unstrung nerves, to en- 
counter the noise and distraction of the undertaker's 
hammer, and to admit hundreds of unconcerned 
spectators into the inner sanctuary of domestic 
woe. Begasdless of these considerations, how- 

c3 
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ever, multitudes were introduced^ all the la;rge 
rooms crowdedj and sometimes a neighbour's apart* 
meats put into requisition ; liquor and bread were 
handed round: for although in other countries 
they weep and fast, in this merry land the chief 
part of our external mourning for the dead eon* 
sists in eating and drinking* 

This method of conducting burials^ though an 
intolerable nuisance, was submitted to for many 
years, because it was the custom. As, however, 
the practice came within the range of drinking 
Usages, an individual interested in the abolitioii 
of these, adopted means for a general change, 
which proved quite successful, in as far as the 
drink, expense, and invasion of health and peace 
of &milies were concerned. The alteration was 
finally received with much favour and appro- 
bation by all ranks, and has been acted upon ever 
since. The first part of the reform process was a 
series of reiterated conversations with a wide range 
of individu^s successively, upon the inconvenience 
and evils of the then method of interment, and the 
necessity of a change. As the doctrine of " AnU~ 
usage^* was at that date obscure and unknown, it 
took about eighteen months to convince a suitable 
number of inhabitants, that it was possible to at- 
tempt an alteration with a prospect of success. 
When matters were ripe, a select meeting was 
called: some of the parties were influential, but 
the niunber was not above six and thirty ; they all 
agreed, and signed a resolution, that when it should 
please Divine Providence to bring death into any 
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of their fiunilies, they would resolutely adopt the 
new plan* The subscription paper was carried 
round, and more individuals attached their names; 
and in the mean time the usage power was broken ; 
the whole community prepared themselves to aban- 
don it. In one week's time (notwithstanding some 
waveringi especially of female relations) the new 
plan was adopted throughout, and fiiirly super- 
seded the former ceremony. Besides the direct 
advantage obtained at the funeral itself, the change 
in some measure has altered the preliminary and 
posterior whisky service we have before noticed. 

An important corollary may be deduced from 
this relation ; viz* that when an artificial drinking 
usage is burdensome and pernicious, it does not 
require all the inhabitants of a district to sign 
obligations, or join directly for its abrogation : a 
▼ery few determined persons, by combining toge- 
ther, will demolish a usage. In the case men- 
tioned, thirty-six individuals changed a practice 
that, on account of the sensitiveness of men touch- 
ing all matters c<mnected with dead relatives, was 
thought to be quite inveterate and unalterable, — 
and that over a community of thirty thousand 
inhabitaiits. I am most anxious that members of 
Temperance Societies should ever bear this prin- 
ciple in mind, when they are affected by despond- 
ftncy in contemplating the multitude of usages, and 
the multitude of persons in this empire whose 
individual consent seems necessary, before we can 
expect a general abrogation. All artificial drink- 
ing usages are burdensome; they are in the nature 



$6 DAIUKING USAGES 

gf taxes ;> the llnhabitaiiis. generally yearn to be 
quit of theniy if they dared. But we shall not at 
present press this point further :; we shall recur to 
it by and bye^ and in the mean time proceed widi 
Qur list, 

. Saturday was not always the pay^n^t in Seot^ 
land, but it has become nearly uBiyersally so, iOii 
this for two reasons : firsts the metn thus obtaan 
the Sabbath to lounge^ after Saturday night's 
debauch ; and secondly, the masters thought, that 
by interposing Sunday, they' would get their 
operatives sober to .the workshops on Monday; 
However, it has scarcely answered this latter 
purpose; or, if so^ it has bei^ at. the eiqpense of 
rearing up a ^system of educating the men for ine- 
briation, by giving themlie iZntage of a leisure 
day, in which they may drink and fie in bed all the 
forenoon, Manymastewpay regularly in a puHic^ 
house ; and many, to save the. trouble of procuring' 
change, give pound notes among a number of thd;r 
men, who adjourn statedly to. the tavern, in ord^ 
to change them and divide the wages. The public^ 
houses are provided accordin^y on Saturday nights 
with change and drink; and. the ordinary rule ia, 
sixpence to be drunk for each: pound dianged. 
Sometimos^ besides the sixpeaice^ a greater part of 
the. wages is drunk. Wives scold or weep, and 
spend cold wet nights .im«arching up and down 
desolate streets for their .hnsbsnds, sometime ac- 
companied by several crying-, half-sleeping little 
children, who, under such treatment, starve and 
sicken; the. police-office js £Ued, tmd Mondiiy's 
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eatatogue qtiadrupled above the other days of the 
Week* This source of evil is truly deplorable, Jn 
a few large works in the west of Scotland, the pay-< 
night has been changed, and the method of paying 
each man his own individual wages has been 
adopted* It is most necessary to observe, that 
lioth these ehang^ must be adopted, in order to 
ensure success ; for when the pay-night merely is 
altered, still retaining the plan of sending men in: 
groups with pound notes to get changed where 
they may, little good is effected* 

Heams of paper have been devoted by respect- 
able travellers, to point out the idleness and waste 
of the Sabbath that obtains on the continent ; and 
we join in lamenting this universal sin, which has 
been often demonstrated by experienced physicians 
and pious divines, as suicidal both of body and 
soul* Not only, however, is the Sabbath in many 
cases wasted in our own country, but its most hal-- 
lowed hours employed for the purpose of a fearlul 
training into iniquity, a hell-bom nurture iiito 
habits exitial and destructive. Short-lived is the 
policy of employers in this case, when the dese^ 
oration of the Sabbath j to purchase a deceitfii! 
Monday of sobriety, revenges itself upon them by 
inebriation, augmented a hundred-fold, that nQea 
add revels throughout the whole year. 

Siibbath^hool teachers also ought to know, that 
the meager attendance and rebellious behaviour of 
their children arise chiefly from the carelessness of 
parents ; that this proceeds from the generaTpre- 
valence of inebriation; and this again chiefly from 
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the potency of the diinldiig usages^ and firinn none 
more.than the payment of wages on Saturday nq;ht, 
and drinking usages therewith connected. 

The subscribers to Mechanics* Libraries, and 
the managers of Mechanics' Institutions, shonld 
also be continually put in mind, that national in- 
temperance is the great barrier to the spread of 
these establishments. The young operatives are 
firom this cause indisposed to intellectual improve- 
ment; their time for reflection is wasted in me- 
ditations on new plans of drinking and frolic ; and 
the money thus spent leaves nothing wherewith 
to help the funds of a public library, or to purchase 
books for private perusal. Let any benevolent 
gentleman, interested in the scientific education 
of mechanics, inquire into this matter, and I am 
confident he will find this statement correct. It 
is with great satis&ction that I have found these 
sentiments prevalent among very intelligent men 
in the industrious classes, who have been concerned 
in such institutions ; and I trust, that, at no distant 
period, a universal rise shall be made among them 
against drinking usages; — a consummation I am 
not \mprepared to expect, from what I know has 
already taken place in this way. But as the sub- 
ject is extremely important, we must incur a slight 
repetition ; and I take leave to say, that I speak 
not without some experience on this topic as to 
educational matters. 

The principal obstruction to the advancement 
of mental improvement among the industrious 
dasses arises from lack of means for building 
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library-rooms, for purcbasmg books, for erecting 
pommodious halls where lectures might be delivered 
regularly, and scientific experiments be fitly pre- 
pared and exhibited ; and firom want of fands for 
fumishing lecturers, and teachers of moral and 
natural science, with a moderate annual provision^ 
to prevent them from being entirely dependent on 
the casual attendance of students. In every middle** 
sized community in Scotland, the drinking usage- 
fund amounts not only to hundreds but to thou- 
sands of pounds sterling per annum, part of which 
might go most legitimately and naturally into this 
new ,and desirable channel. Indeed, throughout 
the whole of this rich and powerful nation, there 
is in the towns the most shameful want of public 
walks and healthful resort for general recreation — 
of play-ground for children — of public piazzas along 
the streets, and other shelter from the weather^— of 
convenience for the exhibition of statues, paintings, 
and other specimens of the fine arts— of roomy 
buildings for education of children, with gardens 
and courts attached; and even the prisons, and 
places for punishment of public offenders, are 
generally constructed in a way calculated rather to 
increase than prevent crime: and those philan- 
thropists who would attempt any improvement in 
any branch of ^these matters, are constantly met 
with the hopeless and impassable barrier of want 
of funds. Now, one year of the drinking usage- 
money, including the net usage demand, and the 
sums consumed in drink in consequence, and of the 
€ums annually spent on intoxicating beverages in 
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g^ieraly would prove equal to the attainment oi 
all' the objects above mentioned. I mean to say, 
that the sum consumed in one year throughout the 
empire, in intoxicating liquor, would effect alt 
these objects, if it amounts, as has been stat^, 
to many millions sterling. In some quarters I 
know that a demonstration has been made by the 
£rie.nds of mental improvement among the ope-* 
ratives themselves, to make the drinldng usage* 
money available for some of these purposes. 

Although I have taken considerable trouble, I 
have not been able hitherto to prevail on any 
friends of temperance in the Three Kingdoms to 
furnish statistical estimates of consumption of 
Uquot in local districts, and the method and Jle-^ 
tails of its consumption; I have, nevertheless^ 
attempted the following statement as regard^ a' 
eoimnunity of about thirty-three thousand inhabit' 
tants : at the same time it must be admitted that 
it is, in the usage department, much founds on 
conjecture. With some official assistance, I fouiid 
that the value of the annual consumption Of ^ 
spirituous liquors in the place might be fairly stated 
at about 110,0002.; and the following is a con^ 
jecture of th^ expense of a few of ihe indre^prGK 
miinent drinking usages. 

Estimate of Part of the Compulsory Drinking, Pti^d 
for the Town of — ; . 

Apprentice >Entries*-rr-The r^^ulation sum vama 
from ^< to 40^., being an average of 22^* Qd. But 
this, sum ia^ftdded to by the ol^er.workmw; and 
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iM>t unfrequentlj) many times thk regoktioil 
amount is consumed in drink ; 45«« will therefor^ 
be a moderate sum at which to estimate the average 
of apprentice entries. Two hundred of these oc- 
curring in the year, would give 450/.; but as of 
late a ccmsiderable improvement has been made in 
this departmenti by the abrogation of this usage 
«^ong shipwrights, &c. it may be stated at 170/. 

Joumefffnan Entries. — These may be averaged 
at 98. as the regulation amount: but sometimes 
ten or twenty tim^s the regulation is consumed. 
It occurs much more frequently than apprentice 
entries, and may be stated at, per annum, even 
under deduction of late abrogations, 450/. . 

liomeh and Graving Botols.-^The r^^ulation 
simi varies from ZL to 102.; the average maybe 
stated at 6i!» ; but there is much more. consumed 
than the regulation amount, say 15^. ; and twenty 
launches in the year would give 300/. besides the 
produce of the graying bowl. Say, as there havQ 
been abrogation here also, 250L 

Fines and Bets in Workshops, Yards, ^c«-^It is 
not easy to calculate these. They are, however, 
very many : haying been commuted in one tailor's 
ahop, they afforded a. fund for two periodicals and 
a newspaper, beside^ payment to a boy for occa- 
sional reading to the men. As all drinking of 
regulation money infers greatly more expense than 
the bare regulation sum, this usage may be under- 
stated at 550/. 

Founding Pints and Joist^money, — These range 
i[op(ilL to 10/.} the extra drinldng included wiU 
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make the whole be understated at 1602. per 

Drinking (U Bargains^ at Settling Accounts, ai 
Collecting Orders. — Operatives and others have 
stated the sum consumed in these to amoimt, even 
with sober men, to ISL a year in some trades ; in 
others, 25L a year ; and, as respects free drinkers, 
as &r as 401. a-year. The average is 26Z. ; — ^may 
be stated at SOI. Four hundred aiid fifty people 
yearly drinking on these occasions (out of thirty 
thousand inhabitants) will give 90002. 

Pay-night Usages.-^These are quite ruinous in 
many cases. Most work-people are either paid in 
publi^c-houses, or receive pound-notes, and require 
to go to the public-house for change and division 
of the money. The regulation amount that must 
bcdrunk is insome trades SJ., in others M. in the 
pound. Not unfirequently, from &• 6d. to 15ir. is 
partly drunk or squandered in treating, or lost by 
pocket-picking, &c. &c. in the stareet in going 
home ; or the bill is, in some cases, three times 
paid ; or half-filled " stoups '* ordered to be reple- 
nished and paid for as if full; or a multitude 
of idle attendant loungers are treated by men 
half intoxicated, &c. But say the average is as 
low asSs.Sd. K one-half of the pay-nights occur 
weekly, and the other half once a fortnight, the 
average will be thirty-nine. Out of thirty thousand 
inhabitants, operatives receiving wages may be 
stated at seven thousand five hundred; and suppose 
those who drink on the pay-night only one-third 
jof the whole, viz. two thousand five hundred, tiien 
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Ss. 6d.x39= 61. 16f . 6d. But say 6/. 10s. for eacb 
drinMng operative ; then 3500 x 6^ gives for the 
pay-night usage — 16,350/. per annum. 
The result of these seven usages alone is, 

£ 

Apprentice Entries 170 

Journeymen's ditto 450 

Launch and Graving Bowls 250 

Fines and Bets 550 

Founding-pints and Joist-money 160 

Drinking at Bargains, &c 9,000 

Pay-night Usages 16,250 

£26,830— 

for this portion of compulsory usages. 

I have been all along, in common with many 
others, deeply impressed with the advantages to 
the Temperance cause, of instruction to the ope- 
rative classes by the method of Mechanics' Insti- 
tutes and Libraries; and have spent much time in 
attempts in that way. But to those who are 
averse to personal trouble, and who cover their 
determination to sacrifice nothing for temperance 
themselves, by continual and convenient excla^ 
mations of Educate ! Educate ! I cannot help 
observing, that although since 182S, Mechanics' 
Institutes have increased and multiplied, so far 
fiom the result being that they have banished 
intemperance, the consumption of ardent spirits 
has since then increased three-fold* I am happy 
however to be able to record the following evi- 
dence of the beginning of clearer principles held 
.by the operative classes on this subject. The 
.committee of a mechanics' library lately received a 
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present of books from a few sHp-builder lads, having 
been purchased mith their share of lannching-bowl 
money. A few weeks afterwaidfl the same com- 
mittee received another present in somewhat .the 
following unexpected manner. It must be pre- 
mised, that there is a certain drinking-usage among 
artisans denominated ''raising of the wind.'* It 
takes place when a violent craving for a social 
debauch arises, and there is no immediate prospect 
of its being gratified through the regular mediimi 
of an apprentice or journeyman's entry, or other 
established usage. In this case, the owner of an 
old hat or snuff-box is persuaded to set it up to 
sale, the men bid against each other, it is disposed 
of to the highest bidder, and the price forms the 
basis of a small fimd : this is added to by the other 
men according to a rate agreed upon, and the 
wnount, mi generally a great deal more, is spent 
at night in the public-house. Upon the occasion 
in question, an old hat was put up, and after an 
animated auction, was knocked down to a certain 
individual, and a sum raised in the usual way. It 
appears however that the owner of the hat, firom 
caprice or some other motive, demurred to parting 
with it till he knew fuUy what was to be done with 
the price, under a pretended ignorance on this 
point : "What's to be done with the cash V* quoth 
he : " you must tell me before I part with my 
beaver." A shout of indignation from the more 
thirsty members at his effirontery and simulation, 
succeeded : but the party persisted in raising ob- 
jections, and finally brought in the aid of science 
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and literature. '^Ye're aye bleezing about that 
library of yours^*' said lie ; and he then proposed 
to subscribe the money to that institotiouy instead 
of " discippUng the jri/fa/*— " Done I done ! " cried 
a number of young fellows ; ** a debate ! a debate ! ** 
And as free discussion was the order of the day, 
some time {after work) was devoted to the pur- 
pose; and wonderM to relate, on a yote being 
called, it was found that a considerable majority 
were favourable to buying books for the library ^ 
which was forthwith done accordingly. 

We have adverted to the accumulation of evil 
that accrues on the smallest sum being voted for 
drink, as being only a nucleus for extensive intoxi- 
cation; we now refer .to the syst^n of reciproca- 
tion, as being attended with baneful effects, but 
have not time to pursue it. Spirituous liquor is a 
chief medium of courtesy between the higher and 
lower classes ; but it is occasionally one of extreme 
dai^er to the inebriate and his family, as making 
a beginning, and isetting him an the tipple, as it 
is called, even though he should have resolved 
against it. A lady, in settling with a fiurmer for his 
butter and cheese, brings out the bottle and glass 
with her own hands, and presses it on his accep-. 
tance. How can he refuse a lady, soliciting him 
to do that to which he is, perhaps, unfortunatelj 
already more than half indiued? Porters, hackney- 
coachmen, and even female servants, are literally 
killed with this kindness. Washer-women have, 
the glaring mistake instilled into them, that spirits 
9re necessary for their hard work. -Seamen are 
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generally put on board drunk by their friends^ and 
immense losses happen from their inebriation, of 
which the owners little guess. Several versions of 
the following tragic tale have been given me from 
authentic sources ; it seems to have been much as 
follows : — 

A lady^ some time ago^ in her daily pursuit of 
objects on whom to bestow comforts and blessings 
derived from the resources of a large fortune and 
benevolent heart, found on a miserable pallet, in a 
miserable dwelling, a wretched female in great 
bodily agony, and, as it turned out, a few hours 
only from dissolution. She learned with grief that 
this poor woman was a victim of intemperance, 
and that a course of drunken habits was dragging 
her into a premature grave. After a few solemn 
words to the dying creature, the lady was surprised 
that she turned round and feebly said, " Madam, 
do you not know me ?" So altered, however, were 
the sunk and emaciated features, that it was some 
time before she recognised the changed counte- 
nance of one who had formerly been her laimdry 
servant. Much moved at the sight, the lady ex- 
claimed, " Ah ! is it you, — in such a place, in such 
distress, and oh ! in such perilous circumstances as 
regards your immortal soul?" — " It is," replied 
the dying woman with firmness and composure ; 
^* here l^on, and it is you who have brought me to 
this." If a beam out of the wall had spoken the 
sentence, Mrs. —— could not have been more con- 
founded. " O Madam," continued the depart- 
ing sinner, *' dinna you mind how often I refused. 
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how unwilling I was to taste ? — I mean the whisky 
at the washing — oh ! and how you pressed me till't, 
and gart me do't. Oh ! dinna ye min that ? and 
how sair I pled wi' you, that you wud na gar me 
do't?" 

Neglects from inconsiderateness, want of atten- 
tion, not looking about us to see what we have to 
do, are often attended with consequences altoge- 
ther as dreadfril as any active misbehaviour, from 
the most extravagant passion.* 

* Butler. 
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CHAPTER rV. 

SCOTTISH USAGES CONTINUED. 

Attempts at Refonnation made abortive by the Usages — Idle- 
Monday — Launch Bowl, description of— Abrogation of, in some 
cases — Customs among Women — Domestic Servants — Drunk- 
enness of Women — Presbjrterial Drink Usages — Usages during 
Sitting of General Assembly — Clergyman's Servant — Kirk Offi- 
cers — Ministers—Gown Sealing — Usages of Masons — Founda- 
tion and Roofing Pints — Joist-money, 

There is^ at times, no man who is more alive to 
the evils of his situation and future prospects, than 
the inebriate himself: often has he been heard 
with tears, and with a qualm at his heart, to wish 
accursed whisky were banished from Scotland; 
and he would be still &rther sighted did he wish 
die execrable drinking usages expatriated too. In 
the moment of sobriety and reason, no eye can 
survey with an emotion like his, the bare walls of 
his black and gloomy hovel; the limping table only 
left ; the bedstead — a hard board, eked by the lair 
of wood-shavings — ^in the dirty wet comer; the 
fire extinguished, and the cold chink admitting 
mournful light from beyond; the children idle, 
vagrant, gmlty-long since taken from school- 
wandering on the borders of juvenile delinquency 
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and crime ; the vnfe sullen and steeled, or broken- 
hearted, and herself on the brink of the irretriev- 
able gulf. Such a one has been known to form the 
most desperate resolves against intoxication ; but 
alas ! his own countrymen and countrywomen, his 
neighbours, relatives,, and friends, have combined, 
as if with the powers of darkness, to prevent any 
good result from such indefinite, general inten-^ 
tions; too general, and too indefinite, for pro- 
ducing consequences, as we have elsewhere shown.* 
Total abstinence is his only hope, — distance, con- 
tinuous separation throughout life from the sight, 
smell, yea, if possible, from the mental conception 
of the destructive bottle. But some usage inter- 
venes, which is considered imperative ; if he refuse, 
it is to ofiend, as it were, all mankind — at least all 
his own circle ; he would thereby be convicted of 
unsociableness, want of common manners, wish to 
break rules, to follow divisive courses; he would 
be found guilty of meanness, if he did not, on 
proper occasion, give his glass. The point, of honour 
is imredressed by all the remonstrances of all the 
Temperance and Teetotal Societies, on their present 
foundation. He goes forth, it may be, some morn- 
ing, sober and resolved ; perhaps he madly swears 
upon the Evangelists, in his own feeble strength, 
against general inebriation ; his wife's settled anjd 
faded features relax into something like a smile; 
the children once more come round their father 
and mother; he pledges himself by a strong rude 

. * Extent and Remedy of National Intemperance, pp, 30, 31, j . 

D 
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grasp of the hazid^ and is indubitably, ioa: the 
moment, determined and conscientious ; when lo I 
before nightMlsome benevolent patron, it may be^ 
some well-meaning customer, some bosom friend, 
I^:s out the stream of death afresh, in something 
like a paroxysm of courtesy, good-will, etiquette, 
and kindness ; and he comes back, not to giadden 
his fiunily with the day's wages unspent, and to 
bless them with returning plenty and peace, but 
trailed on the shoulders of men to his cakioitous 
home, he is fitted by despair, in the ruin of his fir^ 
attempt at reform, to descend into yet lower depths* 
Such are the specific, experienced, and ascertained 
effects of those perilous usages, which it seems the 
perverse and peculiar delight of our peasantry, of 
our gentlemen, of our ladies, of our ministers of 
religion, to rivet and perpetuate upcm the lanid. 

CJolliers, shoemakers, hatters, and others, some^ 
times do not work at all on Mondays, and great 
damage is done to the cause of morality among 
individuids of those professions on these leiimre 
days. 

The launching bowl is a bonus of drink, varying 
from two to ten poimds, according to the size of the 
ship, bestowed by the owners on the apprentioes 
of a ship-building yard, at the launch of a vessel. 
The graving bowl is given to the joomeymen after 
a vessel is payed with tar. Sums are also given 
for the purpose of drinking at taking in tad out of 
the dry dock. The operatives 6fthe sugar-refining 
business expect a yearly gratuity in the same beve- 
rage, from all tradesmen and others by whom the 
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sugar-dicNise is supplied mth necessaries and repair. 
The Luggage Steam-boat Companies are assailed 
about New-yeax^s-day with demands^ not from 
their own workmen^ but firom those of their cus^ 
tomeis. One of these establishments paid lately 
firom lidrty to forty pounds for this item per 

The launch bowU not being a weekly or daily 
usage, is comparatively innocent; yet its universal 
abrogation, as &r as drinking is concerned, would 
be a happy event fior the apprentices in the ship* 
building yards; reserving the gifit of money be- 
9(towed by the owners upon occasions of a launch, 
to be disposed of in a more expedient manner* 
The effects of this usage may be thus described : — 
After a dance, and severe debauch all night, forty 
or fifty strong young men may be seen roaming 
about the country next day, in a formidable band, 
provided with two large stone^ware bottles of ardent 
spirits. They seem scarcely actuated by any parti-* 
eular motive in their line of march. Sometimes 
they sit down amoi^ the rocks on the sea shore, 
and out of their vessels add fiiel to the flame : they 
are eyed all this time with jealousy and fear by 
passengers. Sometimes they start up, and move 
away quickly, and are next found occupying the 
walls of the highway for a considerable space in the 
manner of crows, using force in their mad folly to 
those inadvertent travellers whom they can lay 
hands upon, obliging them to drink whisky ; and 
sometimes onploying the most ferocious and ob-* 
seene lai^uage to females of every rank and station 

d2 
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that pass : sometimes the j are seen miming at the 
top of their speed in one group^ yelling and blas- 
pheming. Mothers call in their children all around, 
and bar the doors of the honse ; fsinners and others 
pass, if possible, another way; the country seems 
as if in the hands of a foreign enemy; they per- 
haps suddenly stop, quarrel amone: themselves, and 
vodferate ^l^t nobody can nnd^staad; in a few 
seconds a number of strong men strip themselves, 
%ht, bleed, and welter among the mud of the road. 
This may continue for hours, for there is no prin-r 
ciple of order among them; discord rules tri- 
umphant. Individual acts of aggression cannot be. 
discovered among so many, to form any subject of 
pubUc prosecution; and if their friends are com- 
plained to, the answer may be ready — " Hoott 
puir chiels, it was only the launch bowl; they 
would na' hurt a £ee if they had na' got a glass ;" 
and yet the very parents who return this hypocri- 
tical answer, may have been trembling for weeks at 
what might eventually be the results of this parti-* 
Qular frolic. The whisky vessels, however, run dry 5 
the drunken excitement flags; depression and col- 
lapse commence ; the party stop their hostility^ 
turn cold and sleepy, and tumble in masses behind 
the hedges, and sleep off their drink, it may be ia 
some cases at the expense of a rheumatic fever, or 
incipient consumption ; and are perfectly unable to 
give any account of their proceedmgs at a future 
day. Indeed, the . greater part may be, respectable 
lads, who on no account would commit any such 
breach of the peace in their sober moments ; never. 
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theless^ scenes of this kind, coupled with the mul- 
tipKcity of other usages, to which young men are 
necessarily liable in this country, induce among 
them general disregard of a character for sobriety, 
and in many cases lead to a recklessness of dispo- 
sition, that is attended with effects in after life by 
no means desirable; but it is neither meant to 
assert, that every individual launch-bowl frolic pro- 
ceeds always to the above extremities, nor that all 
those engaged are to be held as inveterate offenders, 
for it is the usage, hitherto considered by all parties 
as irresistible, that has proved chiefly in fault. 

Some years since, the insanity of such proceed- 
ings was brought before the parties concerned, in 
one of the building-yards on the Frith of Clyde, 
imd a reform proposed. It met, however, with a 
^lost determined opposition from the elder ap- 
prentices, in the hands of some of whom the money 
is, according to the rules of the usage, deposited, 
and .who are the regulators of the revel ; some of 
the younger lads, however, (stimulated perhaps in 
part by the circumstance that they could not afford 
dress to join the preliininary dance,) endeavoured 
.to agitate the question. Hereupon the seniors 
issued an edict worthy of the Grand Turk, or of 
the Spanish Inquisition, viz. that' whoever was 
heard to suggest any innovation on the usual 
launch-bowl procedure, should receive a very suffi- 
cient chastisement at the hands of the elder 
brethren. This was an obstruction which for a 
time proved effectual; the juniors were intimi- 
dated, and contented themselves with suppressed 
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muimursi in whidi diey denominated their oppb^ 
nenta ** toneSf and abettoxis of oomiption*'* By 
and by^ Itowever, they plucked up coutoge, and 
Tenewed free talk upon the subject* In the mean 
time, the magistrates of die district issued a friendly 
notice to the ii^abitants, recommending the abo«> 
lition of certain drinking usages^ of whidi one ^wbb 
the launch-bowL Animated by this generouB 
encouragement^ the younger branches^ who were 
by this time a conaaderable majority in number^ 
provoked by former tyranny and oppressiaii, piro^ 
posed to have a regular fight fnrit; on the calenkb- 
tiouy that though'a junior could not individually duel 
his senior, yet, that in a collective capacity it was 
evident that they might settle tiie point by tiie 
arbitrement of war. Some \rise heads among tbem» 
however, prevailed, and procured a more suitable 
way of determining the questkm, by conveniiig a 
final meetii^, where the abrogation of the drkMMff 
usage was resolved on by a large migority. A 
petition to the employers Qnto whose hands the 
new ship-owner's bounty had come) and a protest, 
was signed by the victovsr the assistance of tiie 
masters to the new proposals was joyfully given ; 
and the debate brought to a satis&ctory conclmdmiw 
It is pleasix^ to know, that after matters had come 
to a certain height, several widowed mothers of die 
apprentices were embdbiened to plead privately 
with the masters, that liiey would use all tiieir 
influence in fiivour of tiie reform — such a step of 
interference they by no means dared openly to 
take. Thus this triumph was obtained by the 
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pecsev^ance of a few boys, againit a long and 
fimnidable oppositioiii and mth little assbtance 
ftom any influiential quarter, till the fate of the 
day had been in fact decided. 

With regard to customs between females, the 
neoeamty of par.tiqular rules and occasions of drink- 
ing is roundly got the better of, by a general regu- 
lation, that whenever one female visits another, 
it is pecmitted and usual to bring out the wine or 
qpirit bottle» A singular trait is obaervaUe when 
a wife goes for her husband to the puUic-house. 
Thcs etiquette is, that she should be asked to taate; 
%nd if this be not performed, she is offended ; or if, 
Q$x the other hand, she will not deign to. touch the 
Ipiquid fire, the husband is entitled by rule to refuse 
to go home. 

A country girl, servant in a family in a pro- 
vincial town, left her place (although it was an 
agreeable one) to be near a sister, who was at ser- 
vice in a laxge city. She engaged as laimdry-maid 
in a house where four female domestics were kept ; 
and on the term-day was proceeding along the 
streets, whi^n $he overtook an acquaintance, who 
she kniew to be on her way to service in the same 
lM>use. On looking at the lu^s^e of her com- 
p«^on, sho p^ceived something uncommon among 
the paTicel^y to her of rather a spspicious appear-^ 
anpe* " What's that ?" says she, drawing forth a 
bottle from its hiding-place; ^'it's' no whisky, 
9Wely I" " To be sure it is," retorted her friend ; 
'^ and if you havei not brought your's also, you will 
Itava. but a cold reeept^n from our ^lew acquidnt- 
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ance." Our heroine thought this was jest; but 
unacquainted with the drinking usages of her new 
situation, she was not long in discovering it to be 
earnest. At midnight, after the funily had retired 
to bed, the three other maids assembled in her 
apartment, the laundry, and produced the bottle 
in question, which they finished : the girl who slept 
with her having become sick in consequence, 
vomited all night. In an evening or two after- 
wards, the cook-maid's bottle was punished in $, 
similar manner; and shortly after the third had 
been discussed, our heroine's was demanded as 
a sort of legal claim ; she however was a girl of 
resolution, and declared her fixed determination 
by no means to comply. Immediately methods of 
disciplining the rebellious were put in force by the 
feUow-servants : they refused to help her in the 
washing for the &mily, told unfounded stories to 
her mistress; in short, managed to make her life so 
miserable as that in a fortnight she quitted her 
service, and went home to pass the time till the 
next term among her friends. Ninety-nine young 
women out of a hundred would have complied 
with the usage, at the risk of inebriation. If it is 
asked. Why do mistresses permit such doings? 
perhaps it may be answered, they know not the 
tithe of what is transacted below-stairs ; but even 
if a mistress should remonstrate, it is not impro- 
bable that the imperative nature of the usage might 
be pleaded as a fuU excuse ; and, moreover, that 
the lady-usage of the libation of brandied wines in 
the forenoon to visitors, who have no plea of thirat 
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or exhaustion, but in fact receive the liquor as a 
mere act of etiquette, would be hinted at as suffi- 
cient precedent to justify all the whisky-courtesies 
of maid-seivants. 

It is, in some towns, considered as extremely 
mean for a maid-servant to lay by her arles or 
earnest-money: it must be spent in whisky. ,She 
has it in her option, however, to drink it with the 
servants of the house she has left, if she favours 
them, or yriik her other firiends, if she prefers it. 
Twenty years ago, few women were so brazen- 
faced ias to admit having been drunk on any occa- 
sion; at present, we are. informed by a public 
prosecutor, that it is quite common for respectably 
dressed females to excuse their conduct, on trials 
by pleading that they happened to be rather in 
liquor at the time the delinquency took place. ' It is 
notorious, that in great towns, and in the populous 
districts around, there are secret assemblies of 
&males, instituted in revenge of their husbands' 
selfish-indulgences, for the purpose of the vilest 
excesses, out of the presence of men ; which dia- 
bolical resorts have all their peculiar dark and 
hateful regulations. Town missionaries some- 
times, in their researches among the abodes of sin, 
stumble unawares on these receptacles; for not- 
withstanding the backwardness even of temperance 
advocates to speak out on this hideous state of 
things, the very general intemperance of females of 
the middle and lower ranks is a peculiar feature 
of the time in which we live ; and the only safety 
of the country under this novel and unheard-of 

D 3 
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order of ruin and destruction, is to caJl out as with 
a trumpet. One day a gentleman visited a house 
in a particular lane in a large city; be found a 
woman prostrate on the floor , with her cap ofi^ her 
hair dishevelled, a wretched naked infant sucking 
at her breast — she was literally dead drunk ; her 
husband was sittiiq^ near with a group of his chil«' 
dren, starving, f<Hr he had lost his day -s work ill 
remaimng at home to keep the &mily ; he seemed 
dejected even unto the grave, and at last .burst 
into sobs, and declared the hopeteser state of his 
affairs, almost every article of dress and furniture 
having been sdd for drink. The staggenng of 
females, under the guilty pressure i£ liquor, and 
the monstrous aggravation of visage, usual in this 
unparalleled exhibition of shame, is now not rare 
dther in the streets or meadtiws of Seot^d — ^a 
sight the most distressing and revolting, pezhapsy 
that the eye of man can witness. 

In some presbyteries, the presbytmal dinner & 
furnished with liquor, not by eadi member present 
paying his direct proportionate share, but by fines 
imposed on various oc^siona. When a clergymaa 
gets a new manae, he is fined a botde of wine ; 
when he Iwsbeen newly married, this drcumsfcaace 
subjects him ta :&e same amiealie penaityr adild 
also costs one bottle, and the poUicatian of a 
sermon anothen And as all mudsters do not get 
manses, wives and children, or publish sermons, 
therefore in order to equalize masters, badbelois 
who have not been married after a certain interval« 
or those who in the marriage iState have no fiunily. 
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or viho do not get a new maQse^ and 90 forth, are 
all futed to be put into the Ust, and fined for 
omission, as others have b^en for commission ; so 
that no man escapes. In short, many trivial cir« 
eumstances are made the occasion of amercement 
for liquor; and a particular church-officer, un- 
known in primidve ^times, called the comptroller, 
is appointed to attend to this business, and so ad- 
just the various mulcts, as to prevent one member 
from paying out of his course : and thus a suitable 
equality of contributions is preserved among all 
parties. Now, it is the method of all this to which 
we at present take leave to solicit the attention, of 
the req)ectable dass of men in question, because 
the industrious orders, hearing of these things, ar^ 
thus, led to connect certain circumstances vrith 
liquor, and are apt to impose a fine of whisky at 
particular opportunities, in imitation of their re^ 
ligious instructors : thus adding another occasion 
where people axe in some measure forced to liquor, 
by a rule unknown in most other countries, which 
exists beside, and independent of, the call of thirst, 
or other natural appetite. 

The rule in most cases, among operatives, is a 
bottle of whisky for a daughter, and two for a son. 
But this is only the beginning of a debauch, which 
would not have obtained but for the usage. In a 
certain burgh, at the appointment of an elder as 
member of the general assembly of the kirk of 
Scotland, it is usual, I have been informed, for this 
church official to present the magistrates with two 
guineas to drink* 
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During the sitting of the assembly at Edin* 
burgh in the month of May, if any clergyman of 
Edinburgh preach in his own pulpit^ and thus fail 
to accept the assistance of a country brother to 
dispense the word of life, he thereby becomes 
liable in the fine of a bottle of wine to the 
presbytery. 

- A respectable individual thus writes me : — *- A 
young woman waa lately found lying in a state of 

of a few months old crying beiade her. On in* 
quiry, I found she had been sometime married to 
a sober, industrious tradesman, who stated that 
she had been several years servant to a clergyman 
who took toddy regularly after dinner, and she had 
been in the habit of dining the niLister's turn- 
bier, drinking the dregs while rinsing the glasses, 
by which means she had contracted a habit of drink- 
ing spirits at every opportunity." A kirk officer or 
beadle states, that it being his duty on Simdays to 
carry the Bible to and from the manse, on doing 
this he received his dinner and a glass of spirits : 
at weddings he got always a glass or two ; at all 
private baptisms spirits were given him ; and at all 
funerals he got a glass. Had this worthy official 
been allowed to partake of the after-dinner toddy, 
of the Monday, of the sacrament, of the spirits and 
water or wine of the clerical forenoon visits, and of 
some of the presbyterial fines, he might have been 
nearly on a par with the minister himself. I well 
remember, during the parliamentary investigation 
on drunkenness in 1834, the unfeigned amaze* 
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ment which some English senators expressed, when 
a Scotch witness declared that it was not unusual 
for clergymen in North Britain to drink ardent 
spirits. Lord Teignmouth says, "the minister 

of , and his lady, waited; breakfast at the 

manse, and expressed great surprise at my refusing 
to join them in the previous dram."* 

The gallant Colonel Blackader, an elder of the 
church of Scotland, was, it is said, once and once 
only overtaken with drink, and that but slightly, 
and under extenuating circimistances. But the 
sense of the sin seemed to sink deep into his soul. 
''This has been to me," says he in his diary, " one 
of the most humblmg, melancholy days of my life ; 
* * a mortifying, humbling day." It was owing, 
we are given to understand, "to the foolish £ashion 
of treating young married men," 

In some universities it is believed that the 
" sealing of the gown" exists : and among medical 
students there are drinking usages connected with 
dissections and other occasions. 

Of the rules of drinking among masons we shall 
only give one — ^the foundation, or founding pint ; it 
is a bonus of drink, varying from the value of a 
sovereign to ten guineas, according to the size of 
the building, and is given to the men by the pro- 
prietor, on the occasion of the foundation stone 
being laid, or it may be some time afterwards. 
This, and the other usages of masons, is a sad 
source of vexation to employers and contractors ; 

* Sketches of Scotland, 1836, p. 24. vol. ii. 
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the men are generally some days idle in conse* 
quence, and have frequently the police office for 
their night's lodging on such occurrences. The 
masons at a certain large public building lately 
applying to an acting member of the committee fox 
the founding pint^ were answered thus : " If it 
were any thing to make you and your &milies 
more comfortable, to help to educate your chil- 
dren, or even to afford you expedient recreation, 
it would not be denied ; but since you demand the 
thing which is likely to l^ad you directly intp what 
is the bane and curse of this country, you may 
rely upon it that no remQndjo'anees shall induce us 
to comply with your request/* The applicants 
acquiesced in silence to the justness of these re» 
marka^ and it is hoped that in certain quarters, at 
no distant period, a fund for the education of the 
children of masons shall. be formed out of this 
usage money. 

The joist-money is a similar bo^us of strcoig 
liquor to the house-carpenters, at laying the first 
joists. Men are sometimes induced, after par- 
taking of drink on this occasion, to attempt to 
walk a joist longitudinally, and sustain injury by 
falling. The roofing pint, or delivery of keysj is 
a similar usage. 
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CHAPTER V. 

SCOTTISH USAGES CONTINUED. 

Farm Servants — Usages at various Agricultural Occupations—^ 
Labourers — MisoeDaneoas Ocoadens — Launching 'Wherries-* 

« Weaver's Hame8s*<;ying-->Wo!iien applying Leeches or admini- 
stering Medicine— Operators on Cattle— Clubs— Ancient Con- 
nexion of joyful Occasions and Liquor — Usage at Arthur's Seat. 

At the hirii^ of fann servants^ and settling with 
tbem on leaving their place, etiquette requires the 
mutual consumption of a dose of ardent spirits 
between master and man or maid. And here, as 
in courtship drams, a marked degree of national 
folly in our wise and sagadous countrymen is 
visible; for above all thingSf most people would 
wish to avoid every practice that may mar the 
sobriety of a servant or a vdfe ; but the rule is in 
Ae mean time like the laws of the land, and quite 
irresistible. At putting on the rims or tyres of 
cart wheek, at sharpening of plough-shares and of 
sickles, at cutting the last sheaf in harvest, at 
milling of grain, and settling with the miller, at 
loan of peat carts, at filling carts with sawn wood, 
at weighing of hay and calculating the weight, a 
drara* one or more according to the rule of the 
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distxictj is due. At the shoeing of horses, there is 
a glasii; and of some cases it may be said, 

" At every naig is ca'd a shoe on, 
The smith and Tarn got roaring fou on," — Bums. 

At shearing and smearing of sheep in the moor- 
land districts, a whisky usage obtains. The mes- 
senger who carries invitations to a funeral, is, in 
some parts of the country, entitled by etiquette to 
the refusal of a glass at every house where he calls 
— this is a privilege, however, which is so seldom 
put in practice, that he generally returns home 
very drunk. The baron officer on many estates, 
on warning the tenants to. come to pay their rents 
at term day, is entitled to a glass at every house, 
but he may refuse without offence, on the ground 
that he has had a service in the houses at which 
he first called. The dram often accompanies the 
payment of rents, as well as the speakings and 
communings with the laird respecting rotation of 
crops, fences, roads, and other matters. ¥ot a 
great number of small services the only remunera- 
tion is whisky or rum : in the case of the parties 
being unequal in rank, one of them only partakes ; 
in that of equality, both generally share, and 
sometimes reciprocity obtains, which, here, is a 
very dangerous circumstance. Thus a dram is 
bestowed on the servant who brings a present of 
game, or gives tidings of a birth ; to hackney coach- 
men after a cast, to porters on bringing a burden 
of something particular, to occasional gardeners 
after a little work, to a neighbour's servant who 
has assisted at something, to an individual who 
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has found and returned a stray dog or calf, to a 
servant in the country who has brought an invita- 
tion to dinner; and among equals, where a good 
penman is employed to write letters to friends or 
sweethearts, where an experienced mechanic teaches 
an apprentice to draw the parts of machinery, or a 
mason the working plans of a house, or a ship- 
wright the mouldings of a vessel; or where one 
maa consults another on a secret matter of busi- 
ness, takes his advice on the value of a cow, or on 
the character of a woman he thinks of proposing 
for in the way of marriage ; or of the candidate he 
contemplates voting for either in parliament or at 
the friendly club ; — ^in all such, and in a hundred 
other cases, whisky must intervene, and is some- 
times, if the parties get very " gracious," only the 
prelude to more dangerous drinking. 

When a man's wherry is so large that the assist- 
ance of neighbours is required to launch it, a bottle 
of whisky is necessary. Something like the fol- 
lowing dialogue is not unusual : " What are you 
waiting for now?*' says a lowland gentleman to a 
highland boatman ; " I am sure all the folk are 
come, and she might have been in the water half 
an hour ago." "Oo, aye, sir, nae doubt, but 
the acknowledgment's no come yet," — meaning 
the whisky which the messenger was dilatory in 
fetching. 

When a weaver employed in raised or flowered 
work, changes his pattern, he requires the assist- 
ance of six or eight fellow-workmen to tie the 
harness. Time is sometpnes precious with this 
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profession^ and when that is the case^ the process, 
which takes up several houzsi is performed at 
night. A large aUowance of whisky is ready, and 
before commencing work, a glass is banded round 
to each ; this dose is repeated at every fifty cords 
that are tied; and at the conclusion, wives» draw- 
boys, and others, are admitted to what frequently 
turns out to be an absolute revel. Most of those 
engaged can work but little next day, and some of 
the more dissipated make a three days' ramble of 
it So much for saving time ! Many individuals 
in this trade lament the conmianding necessity of 
the i2sage, and for years have attempted ita miti- 
gation without success. Combination, however^ 
against it in totOj has in various places, lately proved 
quite effectuaL It may be observed of this, and 
all other drinking usages, that the ^ppncipal point 
of peril which they involve, is the commencing 
what ends in a debauch ; and that in an apparently 
innocent, in an authorized and legitimate manner* 
Before quitting this point, we must advert to the 
insane wickedness of trainixi^ drawboys to dxmk 
strong liquor; but this is of a piece with the allow-^ 
ance of two glasses per day, of duty-free rumi to 
apprentices on ship-bpard, and with the general 
permission that seems to be given to children to 
drink, if we are to judge of the frequency of the 
practice of little boys drinking- over the counter, 
spending any gift of money they receive in this 
pernicious way, and ev^n stealing for it. Bene- 
volent persons may shudder at such a consumma* 
tion as this, and attempt to diabeliftve it, but let 
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them really investigate the distressing state of 
matters in the great towns in this respect, and 
they will be brought to the most painful convic- 
tion ; and in the country, I have been assured) on 
authority I cannot doubt^ that such {practices aie 
beginning to obtam also. 

A woman who has acquired skill in applying 
leeches and in a&ninistering and cutting blisters, 
if she be in the lightest degree tainted with 
intemperance, has her habits rendered nearly irre- 
trievable in this countiy, £fQm the circumstance of 
her being^ tempted at every turn by the remune^ 
rating dram. Her '^ safety would be to go into 
voluntary banishment, to some place where she 
could prescribe and manipulate without a whisky* 
fee. The wife of a respectable poHceman having 
aequired drunken haUts^ was induced to join a 
'Temperance Society, and to the joy of her husband 
and fitieBds, kept steady for six moaths; atid to 
all appearance would have escaped from the snaxe, 
but the courteous glass, on the occasion of her 
putting leeches to a neighbour, was the means of 
her unhappy relapse. A gentleman lately ob- 
served to me :-^** I am now become very sensible 
of the evils of the drinking \G3S^s you describe. 
A man in whom I am much interested, who is 
given to drunk^mess, joined, at my suggestion, the 
Teetotal Society ; he kept steady for a consider- 
able time^ to the joy of his family, but £a.Ued on 
the late occasion of tibe christening of his child." 

In country places, some men, not professed 
.butchers, having attained skill in the slaughtering 
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and cutting up of cattle, are employed by theit 
neighbours and others in that way. At the killing 
and dividing of sheep, swine and cows, a bonus of 
whisky is necessary, besides payment in money for 
the job. The operator on cattle is also subjected 
to the most grievous trial in the course of veteri- 
nary practice ; in such cases it is necessary to have 
several men to hold the animal on which the opera- 
tion is to be performed. The artist commonly 
appoints a given day for a small district, and 
arrives at each place at a certain hour ; when the 
work is ended, a drinking usage is performed. But 
the individual in question has to go through several 
«f ib«, to . d.,%d ,«, oftaf becml to »n. 
sequence an habitual drunkard; and when this 
happens, he is necessarily obliged to leave a pro- 
fession which requires a steady hand and quick 
eye. Many such cases occur throughout the 
country. Lately, an individual of this occupation, 
although he had had liquor at several different 
occasions, felt his craving for drink only more 
sharpened ; he stopped at a public house in the way 
home, drank freely, attempted to walk to his own 
residence, but overcome by liquor, he fell a sacri- 
fice to inebriation, probably from the collapse that 
ensues after hard drinking, which incapacitates the 
frame from encountering severe cold ; be that as 
it naay, in the morning, some passengers discovered 
£rst a knife and handkerchief lying on the road, 
and in half a mile farther on, they found the un- 
fortunate man lying on his face on the road side, 
the turf somewhat torn and loosened all around. 
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as if he had had a mortal struggle before his exit 
from life. 

This essay is intended to be confined to the 
artificial and conventional connexion that exists 
here between liquor and courtesy, etiquette or 
business, and therefore the circumstance of drink- 
ing to excess on pretence of mere refreshment or 
as diet, cannot, perhaps, be textually introduced ^ 
the drinking at nightly clubs may therefore be 
considered as excluded from our present inquiry, 
as a mere refreshment. But, so far as the inhabi-^ 
tants of this country consider a process of drinking 
strong Hquor necessary to the enjoyment of con- 
versation, or of literary and friendly intercourse, 
so far they are under the dominion of mere artifi- 
cial usage. It is quite a mistake to suppose that 
the excitement of liquor is necessary for these 
purposes, and few other nations take this view of 
rational and intellectual sociableness. Yet, for 
ages, the Scotch have connected severe drinking 
with their most sacred enjoyments. Allan Ramsey, 
in the Gentle Shepherd, when the respected and 
beloved landlord was restored to his tenantry, 
represents Glaud as saying, 

** I'll yoke my sled, and seiijd to the neist town, 
And bring a draught of ale, baith stout and biown ; 
And gar our cottars a', man, wife, and wean. 
Drink till they tine the gate to stand their lane." 

On the summit of Arthur's Seat, a hill near 
Edinburgh, the rising of the sun on May morning 
is hailed by disgracefril orgies, worthy of the most 
yicious nations of antiqui^. A friend, at my 
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request, was at the trouble of a visit to this scene 
of depravity, and communicated the result in the 
following letter. 

"My dear Sir, '^ Edinburgh. 

" At your request I beg to send the following 
narration, to add to your fftst^swelling catalogue of 
Scottish Drinkiiig Usages. 

" Though not necessarily connected with the use 
of ardentTpirite, but td4 its origin from a more 
noble and purer source, the custom of paying a 
visit to Arthur's Seat, on the morning of the Ist of 
May, to welcome the approach of summer, must 
now nevertheless rank high among the list of usages 
where whisky is the grand cause and chief pro* 
moter of any thing like amusement or hilarity 
among the common people. The custom of cele« 
brating the return of "Maynlay" is universal 
throughout Scotland, and like all other customs 
here, the drinking of whisky forms a prominent 
feature in it. In Edinburgh the day has been in 
use to be celebrated from time immemorial by a 
visit to Arthur's Seat, and anciently the practice 
was simply for a party of friends to take lunch of 
some kind or other, or more frequently curds and 
cream (thence called " May milk") at the top, ac- 
companied vnth a song, or even in some cases with 
a psalm or hymn ; and in that way to hail the 
dawn of the first summer-day, with every feeling of 
admiration and enjoyment that the oocai&m ought 
to inspire. 

" In modem times, however, this faacmless 



OF SCOTLAND. 71 

practice has degenerated into such a scene of 
debauchery and drunkenness^ that no respectable 
fiimilj or individual engages in it, and nothing is 
anywhere to be seen on the hill but crowds of men 
and women of the lower and lowest classes in 
society vying with each other, not in mirth and in 
song, but in swearing and drinjking. About four 
o'clock in the morning, before sun-rise, a long line 
of persons, male and female, is seen crossing the 
King's Park, and ascending the ridge of the hill. 
These have, most of them, either before this time 
taken large quantities of whis^, or bring it 
along vnth them to drink on the hill; others 
trust for their supply to those who take jars and 
baskets with bottles to sell by the road-side ; and 
thus no one who is disposed to drink need experi- 
ence any difficulty in obtaining as much as he 
pleases of what has strangely enough been called 
* Mountain Dew.* Und^ the influence of these 
potations, it need not be wondered at, if the laud- 
able object of their visit be entirely forgotten, and 
superseded by oaths and cursing, and rude quarrel- 
ling and rioting ; and that that ^ glorious orb, ' 
chief of all the works of nature, instead of casting 
its first rays on a throng of mortals filled with 
praise and thankfulness, rises to shed its light on a 
scene of swearing and depravity, exhibiting not the 
features of humanity, but the worst characteristics 
of brutafily and vice. Nothing prevails but dis- 
order and dissipation, and shouts of laughter, caused 
by the floundering of some one more drunken than 
his fellows ; and one would almost imagine that the 
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assembled crowd were there like a company of 
heathens to worship the sun through the instru- 
mentaUty of drunkenness, not certainly as Chris- 
tians to admire the glories of creation, and be 
filled with gratitude to Him who causes the sun to 
rise on the evil and the good. 

^^ In particular we observed one man very drunk, 
ascending the steep near the summit, his face and 
clothes bedaubed with mud and dirt, for the hill 
was still wet in some places with recent rains ; he 
could scarcely stand, and stumbled at every step, 
making nearly as much progress backwards as for- 
ward, amid the jeers and laughter of the crowd, who 
threw stones and divots at him as he came, while 
the bagpipes played a merry air. At length he 
mounted the apex of the hill, where he was met by 
a man with a bottle and a glass, to add more fuel 
to the fire of his intoxication, and render him a 
still greater object of derision to the bystanders* 
Other young tradesmen we remarked, dressed in 
their Sunday suit, who had evidently been at 
church the day before (which was the Sabbath-day,) 
and who had adjourned apparenUy from their mid- 
night orgies to end the scene of their debauchery 
on the hill. It was melancholy to witness the 
number of yoimg women of the town, many of them 
tipsy, gaily dressed in their holiday clothes, climb- 
ing the steep with labouring step, and calling to 
their wicked partners for " some more whisky" — 
" another glass " — to impart its momentary strength* 
These persons occupied a prominent place in the 
picture, and by their conduct and manners added 
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not a Ktde to the appearance of depravity and vice 
which it was fitted to convey. 

" The number of people on the hill during the 
course of the morning could not be less than &om 
five hundred to seven hundred, among whom we 
did not remark a single person who seemed to have 
come there to enjoy the beauties of the morning, or 
to take delight in admiring the objects of nature. 
They continued to arrive till about half-past five, 
when a heavy shower of rain dispersed the crowd, 
which would in all likelihood have continued to 
increase but for that circumstance, as on the way 
home we saw many more bending their steps in the 
direction of the hill. 

" On the whole, a more deplorable instance of 
the prostitution of a pure and harmless custom to 
the purposes of vice, through the instrumentality 
of whisky, could scarcely be vntnessedin any age or 
country ; and I do hope that the effect of your 
exertions maybe to banish that article from our 
land and from society, which is the promoter and 
fosterer, if not the main-spring and foimtain-head, 
of nearly all that is inhuman and mischievous in 
the world. 

** I am, my dear sir, 
** To John Dun lop, Esq." " Your's sincerely." 

" P. S. I have shown the above account to a 
friend who accompanied me, and he authenticates 
it in every particular." 

.1 learnt afterwards, in conversation with my 
friend, that he and his companion were necessarily 

E 
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witness to other transactions of so gross a kind on 
this occasion, as that they caiinot be here related, 

I have sometimes been requested to say a word 
touching nightly drinking clubs, which are so rife 
in our large towns : these, one of my informants 
thus characterises in language, which I do not 
judge too strong for the occasion. He says, ^* They 
may be looked upon as schools of intemperance, 
where it is taught scientifically ; where young men 
advance from one step to another, till they take the 
final degree of confirmed inebriate. Language 
cannot express the evU resulting from these worth- 
less associations." 

In the villages similar assemblies occur, though 
perhaps less stated than occasional ; with a regu- 
larity and a punctuality, nevertheless, that are very 
prqi^ci.1 I good L^. A«oa.„ WonJ't 
states somewhat like what foUows, with regard to 
the place where he Uyes-^It is very customary for 
a band of good fellows to arrive, after some pre*- 
liminary manoeuvring, >nthin the walls of a &vourite 
grog shop. Of an afternoon, two or three of thesQ 
seem to meet as if by chance, at no great distance 
from the door of the public house ; this knot is 
sufficient to attract the attention of other thirsty 
comrades, on whom it acts ais a magnet. These 
worthies have little domestic enjoyment, and less 
intellectual resource ; and are therefore droning 
about, with hands in their breeches pockets, ready 
to be drawn within the sphere of any vitiating at- 
traction. They therefore advance till the party 
attains its usual numerical strength. The chit-chat 
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of the day at first occupies their discourse, a sordid 
craving all the while alluring them to the stale and 
fetid chamber of inebriation ; an important point is 
hit upon in the course of their shallow confabula- 
tion. One would suppose that surely an interesting 
topic emerging, might lead to some sharp logical 
gladiatorship, and cause them to burnish their in- 
tellectual weapons ; but no : this circumstance is 
merely made the excuse for attaining to what they 
really would be at — ^the gratification of sensual pro- 
pensity : some one of the party suggests the pro-^ 
priety of settling the debate over a glass — ^a hint 
which is most cordially acceded to; in they go; 
toddy is joyfully ordered ; the dispute or disputes 
assume various aspects, among renewed tumblers ; 
hours are mispent in the midst of vociferation and 
intoxication; at midnight they go home, with 
heads hanging like the bulrush, to complain of 
head^he next morning, and to sufier a further 
degradation and diminution of what intellectual 
&culty remains. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

SCOTTISH USAGES CONTINIJED. 

National objection to solitary Drinking — Stratagem to fin^strate it — 
Baillie Days^ — Harbour Usages — Steam Boat Usages — Wages — 
Unloading Vessels — Magistrates' Notice — Creeling — Coal Mines 
— Sailors— Blacksmiths— Printers — Female Hat Manufacturers 
— Hoc Mand — Salmon Fishers — Despotism of the Usages — 
Seamen. . 

In Scotland there still exists a loathing terror^ 
even in the regular drunkard, at being considered 
a solitary drinker; and, but for the amazing 
number of drinking usages, (so convenient for 
Scotch topers) this would be an element of tran- 
scendent usefulness in temperance reformation. A 
man, although craving for the base enjoyment, dares 
not, in general, even in his own house, aik a dram 
for himself from the cupboard ; or if he could be 
supposed to have so far given way to appetite, his 
wife could with extremest difficulty be got to accede 
to his request, if the liquor was to be drunk by 
himself, without some stranger to partake. Such 
a one, however, has been known to achieve his pur- 
pose in a circuitous method: — He goes out and 
secretly invites a neighbour to come in on pretence 
of business : the case now changes ; etiquette not 
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only removes all objections to his dram, but de- 
mands the appearance of the whisky-bottle — and 
the character of the mistress of the house for 
courtesy is now at stake, and the necessity of 
solitary operations superseded. 

Many men have been known in Scotland to live 
as drunkards, and as drunkards to die, by drowning 
or other accident while in a state of intoxication, 
and yet who scarce ever have been known to drink 
alone ;-a very singular national trait, and worthy 
of the most profound consideration, in connexion 
with the subject of which we are treating, and to 
which we may be permitted again to recur. 

In coimtry places, when half-a-dozen men are 
working together at some job, on the motion of one, 
more forward or thirsty than the rest, they will join 
together for a dram* When small farmers are 
behind-hand in their ploughing, their neighbours 
occasionally give them a day's work, (called in some 
parts a baillie-day,) when whisky is given to the 
ploughmen at the average of seven glasses per man 
throughout the day: this may be intended for re- 
freshment, but it is partly in the way of courtesy 
and etiquette, and its result is often to drive the 
whole party to a public-house revel in the evening. 

A joint newspaper is frequently rouped, i.e. 
auctioned among the subscribers, and the price 
q[>ent by them in whisky. 

In the small harbours, at export of corn and 
potatoes, there is a whisky usage called sack-money ; 
and if it be not granted, the parties vrill keep or 
cut a sack in revenge. In discharging cargoes of 
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coals, slates, and other commodities, the consignee 
is expected to treat the crew, the carters and 
weighers, or to be considered as mean and paltry. 
The freight and wages are afterwards generally 
paid in a public-house, and part of it drunk. 

A party of Paisley curatives treating their &milies 
to a steam-boat jaunt on the Frith of Clyde, it was 
observed that one of their number wias collecting 
money among the rest; the reason of which was, 
that he being fond of music, had resolved that this 
elegant gratification should be added to the plea- 
sures of the party ; and he had at his own risk pro- 
vided a bass and two violins for the occasion. He 
was at the same time seen ordering whisky for the 
party to be sent below ; on which a bystander re- 
monstrated on the inconsistency of persons of such 
refined taste using so base an indulgence in the 
midst of fine scenery and harmony: the argument 
was at once admitted as just ; but how could it be 
helped ? — " it was just by Way, "said this individual, 
'^of accommodation to the ordinary practice in 
steam-boat jaunts." 

In some country districts, nearly all wagers and 
bets are in whisky. And it is to be particularly 
remarked, that all the drinking usages are in the 
nature of debts of honour, which it is in some 'sort 
the interest of the debtor to have most fiilly and 
generously discharged, his reputation and fame 
requiring this satis&ction. The ^rize at playing 
of drafts among certain classes is frequently whisky 
—and, with few exceptions, the premium in aU 
games of quoits and curling ; and as this last is 
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sometimes contefsted between parish and parish, 
there are large meetings and deep carousals. 

In some remote marine counties, cargoes of lime 
are discharged on the shore, and taken from the 
vessel by measure : the whisky 'usage here is one 
bottle for each hundred barrels. If the usage is 
neglected, the parties effect their revenge by put- 
ting the small lime into the measure first, and then 
the large or shell lime afterwards ; whereas, if the 
shell lime had been first lodged, and the small 
poured above it, by the minute particles of the 
latter dropping into the chinks, a better weight 
would have been obtained ; twopence a barrel or 
thereby can thus be lost to the &rmer. Some- 
time'ago, a large and strong man, much inebriated 
in consequence of this usage, was laid on the 
deck of the vessel, sheltered in a sail, to sleep ; on 
unwrapping his covering, he was found dead — ^it 
was supposed by apoplexy in consequence of 
drinking. 

The prinGipal drinking usages connected with 
new year's day, halloween, with births, marriages, 
and baptisms, are so well known, that we must 
pass them over for fear of overloading this essay. 
The following advertisement by the respectable 
magistrates of a town in the west of Scotland may 
be stated, however, as the firuits of discussion on this 
subject. 

" Notice* — As the scavengers in the emplojrment 
of the contractor for cleaning the streets of the town, 
are in the practice at this season of the year, and 
at the fairs^ of soliciting gifts from the respectable 
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inliabitaiitSf the provost and magistrates earnestly 
request that those to whom such applicaticms are 
made, will give no gratuity, as the money so raised 
is in most instances spent on spirituous liquors, 
thereby injuring their own health, and leading to 
the neglect of their duty, to the great discomfort of 
the inhabitants. 

" It is expected that those to whom the scaven- 
gers may apply after this notice, will'give intimation 
to the contractor, that they may be dismissed the 



service." 



" Council Chambers.** 

One custom we omitted at the proper place, and 
may bring it in here. In former times, it was 
usual on the morning that succeeded the marriage- 
day, for the friends of the bridegroom to be allowed 
to fasten with a straw rope a creel or basket to his 
back, and to throw as many stones into it as pos- 
sible ; while the office which the bride sustained in 
this ceremony was to undo the rope before her 
husband should be borne down by the weight of this 
practical joke. The custom has been generally 
abrogated, but in some parts it has been commuted 
into a forfeit of whisky. We are not sure that the 
new usage is less barbarous or perilous than the 
one it has superseded. The whisky forfeit is still 
denominated the " creeling." 

The grim and unearthly inhabitants of the coal 
min6s are rendered doubly hideous by fetters of 
drinking usage of extraordinary strength; and 
they are by these withdrawn still farther from the 
charities of civilized and christian life. At boring 
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for coal, 83 soon as a workable seam is obtained, tbe 
master bestows a gallon or two of whisky, to which 
the workmen contribute largely. In sinking, as 
soon as the first coal is turned out, the dose is re- 
peated ; and as all the colliers cannot get to work 
at once, each one has or pays his quota of drink as 
he enters. Whenever a room has been cut for 
every pickman, the overseer assigns a room to each 
man, when another drink is resorted to. When 
there is no more water supervenes than can be 
mastered by the engines in one da/s working m 
the week, that day^ occupied in drawing water, 
and requires a dr'am;thifissuppHed by some 
tavern-keeper, and may be paid in coals. When a 
screen is required to be put up, this makes a day's 
drinking. The payment of wages is generally on 
Saturday night, and in a public-house, and the 
usage-money is sixpence in the poimd; but of 
course greatly more than this is frequently con- 
sumed. At new year's day, the master again 
bestows a bonus of liquid fire. Now, if it were 
possible for any body of men to require to be un- 
commonly steady and meritorious, it is this class of 
workmen. Their confined labour in caves, where 
the beauteous daylight never sparkles, their cada- 
verous looks and frightful habiliments, make them 
an astonishment, and ahnost, at first sight, an ab- 
horrence to the general human race : but all such 
antipathy could well be got over by their practising 
copious ablutions while above ground, by attention 
to neatness in their dwellings, by intellectual 
improvement and religious consistency. A con- 

£ 3 
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dition of things not likely to have place while their 
whisky usages continue to absorb their meansy 
healthy comfort, and intellects ; nevertheless, there 
are many valuable men in this line of business 
among us, on whom, as on a fulcrum, a[^better order 
of things may be reared up. 

I shall give the usages of tailors and smiths in a 
large Scottish town, as I received them in the fol- 
lowing letter from an individual of great worth and 
respectability, and to whom the temperance cause 
in Scotland is under deep obligations. 

" Dear Sir, — I received your letter of the 28d ult, 
this morning, but I am sorry that I cannot send you 
anything like a complete list of the drinking usages 
of this place. On reading your last publication, 
(4th edition. Drinking Usage Pamphlet) I found that 
you had anticipated nearly all the usages which I 
had noted ; and the difficulty of procuring copies 
of your smaller pamphlet for circulation among 
tradesmen, has prevented me from doing more than 
simply making arrangements for fiirther investiga- 
tion. Twelve masters of large works, have kindly 
consented to afford me every tadiity for circulating 
anti-drinking-usage publications among their men, 
and more than twenty intelligent, sober tradesmen, 
have engaged to superintend their circulation, and 
also to furnish me with lists of the drinking usages 
in their respective trades, so soon as I shall call to 
supply them with tracts, the want of which has thus 
deprived me hitherto of much information which I 
might otherwise have had. 

" Tailors, in common with other trades, demand 
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entry*money and other sums from apprentice-boys; 
and a boarding-pint^ a smyrna-pint, a lacing-pint, 
a kissing-pinty and other pints from journeymen. 
Every tailor must give a boarding-pint to his shop- 
mates so soon as he takes his seat among them ; 
he gives a smyma-pint soon after, but my informant 
could not define the term smyma;'* he gives a 
lacing-pint when he puts lace on an article of 
clothing for the first time; and he must give a 
kisHng'^mt for indulging, or rather for liberty to 
indulge, in kissing. He must also pay a shilling 
when he gets married; and his wife must give a 
shilling so soon as she has sat on, or even touched, 
the board on which he works. My informant's 
wife had paid a shilling in several shops. A shil- 
ling must also be paid for every child. 

" For the enforcement of these and other usages, 
a court is held; and he who presides is styled 
* My Lord,' for which honour he pays one shilling. 
He who gave me this information said, that ' the 
drinking usages of his trade had cost him a little 
fortune.' 

'^ In courts of justice, under drinking-usage law, 
held among blacksmiths, he who presides wears a 
quantity of tow (in many cases) aroimd his head, in 
imitation of a wig, and is styled the * Lord Justice 
Clerk.' The decisions of these judges are final ; 
and such as do not comply with them, are 

* The smynia-pint is due when a senior teaches a junior some 
difficult part of the trade : thus, to overcast a button-hole with one 
thread. The shaping-pint is what a tailor gives his customer who 
orders a suit of new clothes. 
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compelled by persecation to leave the shop. My 
informant had seen coals or lime put into the hats 
of non-conformists, and pieces of wire twisted 
around the sleeves of their coats. He was charged 
three shillings for violating a drinking-usage on one 
occasion^ but revised to pay it ; a court was then 
held to decide the case, and the decision was^ that 
he had to pay the three shillings, and also other 
two shillings of court expenses. It was common, 
he said, to put those who would not submit to the 
decisions of the court into * Coventry/ which de- 
prived them of aU intercourse with their shopmates, 
none being permitted to speak to them without 
being fined. The foreman of a printing-office 
informed me to-day, that putting into * Coventry* 
is common in the office in which he is employed. 
A printer in another office told me lately, that he 
had seen ink put into the sleeve of a non-con^* 
formist's coat, for the purpose of blackening his 
shirt, that he might be distinguished by all in the 
shop. Another printer informed me that he had 
seen preparations of gunpowder, with burning 
matches attached to them, suspended by a cord on 
the button of a fellow-workman's coat, because he 
would not give money for drink when a usage of 
the shop required him to do so, and that the pow- 
der soon after exploded, and burnt his clothes. A 
young woman, who is employed as a * cutter' in a 
hat-manu&ctory in town, told me, that on return- 
ing to her work on the third day after her marriage, 
she was carried down stairs by three of the men, 
and compelled to pay five shillings, according to 
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the custom of the shop. A cabinet-maker assured 
me, that such as would not comply with the drink- 
ing usages in the shops in which he had wrought, 
were outlawed (the same as being put into ^ Coven- 
try') ; that pieces of wood were thrown at them by 
their fellows^ and that their tools were hid as fre- 
quently as possible, to make them comply. An- 
other cabinet-maker informed me that his slippers 
had been frequently nailed to the floor in front of 
his bench, during his absence at meals, because he 
would not regard the oppressive usages of his trade. 
There is a bailie in the shop in which he works, 
and when a court is to be held, the * hold-fast' is 
used as a beU, to summon the men to attend. 

" * Hogmanay-night' (i. e. hoc mane), or the last 
night of the past, and the first morning of the suc- 
ceeding year, is another season of excessive drink- 
ing. A pious woman informed me that a spirit-seller 
sent two bottles of whisky to the shop in which 
her husband works, a few days before the end of 
last year, accompanied with a request that the men 
would drink his health, and call on him as soon 
after as possible ; that they went, as he had asked 
them, and found that his object was, to get an order 
from each for * Hogmanay' spirits. Three only took 
less than a gallon, and my informant's husband was 
never sober so long as his six bottles lasted. 

" Salmon-fishers, on the Tay, have a head- 
washing for each new member, equivalent to a 
* brothering;' and a * rag-feast' — that is, a * drink- 
ing-feast' — on the proceeds of their old ropes; 
every fishing^station feasting by themselves; and 
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they also charge one shilling from every appren- 
tice, for the first tune that he casts the net with 
success. 

*^ I am perfectly aware that the preceding is not 
a full list of dtinking usages, but I expect to be 
able to send you one soon. 

** Praying that the Lord may bless you, and 
crown your labours with continued and still greater 
success, " I remain, dear sir, 

** Your obedient servant." 

" P.S. Almost every workshop has its beer-can, 
or tick-shop, in which any of the men or boys may 
procure spirits on credit at any time, by presenting 
a line from the foreman: such lines are easily 
obtained. The spirit account is paid every pay- 
night. I have known men obliged to borrow from 
their fellows to pay their score, or spirit account, 
their own wages being insufficient for this pur- 
pose." 

The whole of this system presents an aspect of per- 
nicious tyranny and oppression, under the mask of 
jollity and good fellowship* It has been observed^ 
that we justly deprecate the capricious despotism of 
the Grand Turk, and the inclemency of Asiatic go- 
vernment in general ; but we forget, that in our own 
country there is exercised by man on man, every 
day of the year, a still more despotic sway, and 
which, entering into all the professional and domes- 
tic transactions of life, constitutes a tyranny and 
oppression of a more mischievous and vigorous 
character than can be pointed out in any other 
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land. Inhere are a thousand ways in which fellow- 
workmen can tyrannize over and maltreat their 
companions in labour^ which cannot easily be de* 
scribed; and there are a great variety of degrees 
of injury, between the sneer at the imputed mean- 
ness of attempting to avoid the journeyman's entry, 
and the knock-down blow and blood of a quarrel 
picked for the purpose of enforcing some other 
drinking usage. With these, many of my opera- 
tive readers are well acquainted; but there is a 
total ignorance of such circumstances among the 
influential classes — fatal, in the mean time, to 
" anti-usage." 

With regard to seamen, their usages shall be 
adverted to more particularly when we come to 
treat of those of England. It will only at present 
be observed, as we have done elsewhere, that in 
some respects the mass of provocatives to intempe- 
rance in a sea-port exceeds all that obtains in 
inland towns. In addition to these, there is the 
arrival of joyous sun-burnt friends from distant 
voyages, rushing impatiently ashore in their pin- 
naces, from ships whose iron-ored and battered 
hulls and bleached rigging tell how long their 
inmates have been absent from green fields and 
kindly homes ; the expansion of heart after months 
of silent anxiety on the part of wives and mothers ; 
the precious cordials brought in secret ashore in 
foreign bottles, rare and valuable pledges of friend- 
ship; the courtesies and hospitalities (false and 
dangerous) ensuing among the whole circle of 
friends and relations. And then the reverse of the 
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picture — the heaxt-breaking departures, the long 
dreary days of absence, the sleepless nights, the 
nervous anxiety of mothers and sweethearts at the 
smallest rise of the wind, the ennui of the late 
married wife, the remains of the noyau or brandy 
in the little keg, a drop of which may be had at any 
time to keep up the woe-begone heart ; — ^these are 
some of the sources of the intemperance of a sea- 
port. Not to mention the daily .^owance on 
board of rum duty-free — to men four glasses, and 
to boys two glasses a^day ; this allowance being a 
mark of as great feebleness of conduct on the part 
of our government and shipping interest, as can be 
pointed out in the collective imbecility of any 
nation. 

Some time ago the vessel of a worthy sea captain 
was long in maMng her appeaxance from an oul> 
ward voyage. She had been regularly " due" for 
some weeks, and friends were beginning to have 
serious alarms, though they said little. But week 
after week elapsed, and all was thought to be lost> 
and the underwriters were preparing to settle the 
transaction, when suddenly the good ship made her 
appearance, and the captain's face shone on his 
friends and family a thousand times more joyfully 
refulgent to them than the sun breaking forth in 
his strength from the most terrific gloom. In the 
midst of rejoicings and welcomings from all quar- 
ters, a good friend of the family also came to con- 
gratulate: he was a gentleman, however, who, 
from conscientious motives, declined to drink wine 
or healths. Not long after he arrived, the lady of 
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the house slipped away, and introduced the wine- 
decanter; but the inexorable anti-usage member 
declined receiving it. He informed me, that he 
should never forget the look of disappointment, 
vexation, and astonishment, with which the good 
lady put away the bottles, saying, "So you'll no 
drink the captain's health ! " — It took many months 
to re-establish him in the good graces of his Mends. 
"We must pass over at present the usages at en- 
listment of soldiers ; and there is a number of other 
professions, whose regulations we have not had an 
opportunity of investigating. We may assert, 
however, for the sake of our gentle readers, that 
rule and etiquette, where they do exist in the man- 
ners of the lower classes, are much more strictly 
exacted, and failure in them held as a much heavier 
offence, than in the upper ranks. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

SCOTTISH USAGES CONTINUED. 

How far National Intemperance has affected the Literature of 
Scotland — Examination of the Writings of Bums — Demi- Usages 
— Treats to Workmen of various Trades — Mornings — Saving 
Clause as to Universality of Usages — Scheme for Change of 
Funeral Usages — Glasgow Punch-making. 

It may be worth while here ^briefly to consider 
how far the national sin of ii^temperance among 
the Scots, and the venial light ^in which it is re- 
garded, has affected the literature of North Britain. 
Our national poet Bums describes the reaKties 
of life, as he saw and felt them, and wrote only to 
the dictation of nature. How much must whisky 
have been prized in his native country, when he 
did not disdain to address this tenth muse as the 
inspirer of his lays. 

** O thou my muse ! guid auld Scotch Drink : 
Whether thro' wimpling worms thou jink, 
Or, richly hrown, ream o'er the brink, 

In glorious feam, 
Inspire me, till I lisp and wink, 

To sing thy name !" 

" Food fills the wame, an' keeps us livin ; 
Tho' life's a gift no worth receivin. 
When heavy dragg'd wi' pine and grievin ; 

But oil'd by thee, 
The wheels o' life gae down-hill, scrievin, 
Wi' rattlin' glee. 
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** Thou clears the head o* doited lear ; 
Thou cheers the heart o' drooping care ; 
Thou strings the nerves o' labour sair, 

At's weary toil ; 
Thou even brightens dark despair 

Wi* gloomy smile." 

" Thou art the life o' public haunts ; 
But thee, what were our fairs and rants ? 
EVn godly meetings o' the saints, 

By thee inspired, 
When gaping they besiege the tents, 

Are doubly fir'd." 

This sally might have been considered merely in 
the light of a comic flashy were it not that through 
many of his effiisions^ we have unpremeditated hints 
of the general regard in which the stimulation of 
alcohol was held by himself^ and generally by the 
people of the country in which he lived. 

** O whisky, soul o' plays and pranks ! " 

seems to be an affirmation to which the most part 
of Scotland responds ; and the poet did not shock 
the prejudices of his countrymen at all, when he 
declared strong potations to be essential to his life 
and comfort : — 

" Fortune ! if thou'U but gie me still 
Hale breeks, a scone, and whisky gill. 
And rowth o' rhyme to rave at will, 

Take a' the rest, 
And deal't about, as thy blind skill 

Directs ihe best" 

It appears to make part of the excellence of 
Grose the antiquary with Bums^ that his conver- 
sational powers required to be excited by Port 
wine. This might pass; but the epitaph on Captain 
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Matthew Henderson, a character charmingly con- 
ceived, and the most perfect of mere moral men, is 
clearly vitiated by the indulgent reference it makes 
to the national propensity, and thus the grace and 
beauty of one of the most exalted performances in 
the language is deflowered : — 

" If thou hast wit, and fun, and fire, 
And ne'er guid wine did fear, man, 
This was thy hillie, dam, and sire. 
For Matthew was a queer man." 

When the legislature, previous to 1786, made 
some attempts to limit the consumption of spirits, 
the poet was not mistaken in conceiving, that 
general opinion would warrant him in a feigned 
address and expostulation to the lower house on 
the subject, which he executed in his celebrated 
" Earnest Cry and Prayer to the Scotch Repre- 
sentatives of the House of Commons :"— 

" Tell them wha hae the chief direction, 
Scotland and me's in great affliction, 
E'er sin' they laid that curst restriction 

On aquavitse ; 
An' rouse them up to strong conviction. 

An' move their pity." 



(( 
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Is there, that hears the name o' Scot, 
But feels his heart's bluid rising hot, 
To see his puir auld Mither's pot 

Thus dung in staves. 
An' plunder'd o' her hindmost groat 

By gallows knaves ?" 

Let half-starv'd slaves, in warmer skies 
See future wines, rich clust'ring rise; 
Their lot auld Scotland ne'er envies. 

But blythe and frisky. 
She eyes her free-bom, martial boys, 

Tpkaff their whisky." 
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" But bring 9' Scotsman frae his hill. 
Clap in his cheek a highland gill, 
Say, such is Boyal George's will, 

An* there's the foe, 
He has nae thought but how to kill 

Twa at a blow.'* 

It has been said of the Scotch^ that the term 
" Temperance," in its continental acceptation, is 
yet unknown among even the most self-denied in 
North Britain. 

Bums, I grant,' has not painted the whole truth 
in his " Holy Fair ;" but who will deny that what 
follows is a just account of the doings of large 
masses of those who attend communions of the 
Lord's Supper in North Britain ? — 

" Now butt an' benn, the Change-house fills, 
Wi* yill-caup commentators : 
Here's crying out for bakes and gills, 
An' there the pint-stowp clatters ; 
While thick an' thrang, an' loud an' lang, 

Wr logic, and wi' scripture, 
1?hey raise a din, that in the end 
Is like to breed a rupture 
O' wrath that day. 

« Leeze me on drink ! it gies us mair 
Than either school or college : 
It kindles wit, it waukens lair, 

It pangs us fou o* knowledge. 
Be't whisky gill, or penny wheep, 

Or ony stronger potion, 
It never fails, on drinking deep. 
To kittle up our notion 
By night or day. 

" The lads an' lasses, blythely bent 
To mind baith saul and body. 
Sit round the table weel content. 
An* steer about the toddy. 
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** An' how they crowded to the yill, 
When they were a' diamist : 

How drink gaed round, in cogs an' caps, 

• • • • • 

Some swagger hame, the best they dow ; 

• • • « • 

Wr drink. 
They're a' in famous tune. 

For crack that day," &c. 

Holy Fair. 

There are a number of Bums's songs wliich are 
avowedly bacchanalian, and therefore it may not be 
sound reason to attempt from them a demonstra- 
tion of the amazing favour the Scotch nation bears 
to drunkenness. We cannot, therefore, argue the 
point from the following pieces ; because, it may be 
said, that even temperate nations have drinking 
songs ; viz. — ^firom " Willie brew'd a peck o' maut," 
" The whistle," " No churchman I am," " Here's 
a bottle," ^' The guid wife counting the lawin," or 
even from *^ Tam o' Shanter." At the s^me time 
it may be remarked, that in some of these there 
will be found, as the object of encomium, a more 
desperate reach of intoxication than is to be disco- 
vered in the bacchanalian lays of most other civi- 
lized nations. The gentle and elegant effiisions of 
Anacreon, in praise of the dissipation of Greece, 
might ahnost be denominated " Temperance 
Rhjrmes," when put into contrast with the fierce 
and inexorable excess that alone receives the 
meed of praise from the Scottish Bard. 

*' Six hottles apiece had well worn out the night, 
VHien gallant Sir Rohert, to finish the fight, 
Turn'd o'er in one humper a bottle of red,^ 
And swore 'twas the way that his ancestors did. 
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" Then worthy Glenriddel, so cautious and sage, 
No longer the warfare ungodly would wage ; 
A high ruling Elder to wallow in wine ! 
He left the foul business to folks less divine. 

" The gallant Sir Robert fought hard to the end, 
But who can with fate and quart bumpers contend ? 
Tho' fiite said a hero should perish in tight, 
3o up rose bright Phcebus — ^and down fell the knight 

" Next uprose our bard, like a prophet in drink — 
Craigdarroch ! thou'lt soar, when creation shall sink," &a 

An Olympic crown was the great ambition of the 
ancient Greek in private life ; but the following is 
held up as the supreme pitch of exaltation of a 
Scotchman, in a similar sphere :— 

" Wha first shall rise to gang awa', 
A * * * * * coward loun is he ! 
Wha last beside his chair shall fa', 
He is the king amang us three." 

A very cursory glance at Bums's works will 
evince the excusable light in which intemperance 
is regarded, according to the prevailing modes and 
opinions of the Nortn British. And if it be said, 
that in this particular case the man was a drunkard, 
it will not necessarily follow that the poet should 
bepraise debauchery, unless, as was the fact, those 
to whom he sung, nationally and collectively, par- 
took of his special £ivour for strong drink. And 
with respect to the intemperance of Bums himself, 
let those cast the first stone at him, who can say they 
have never, by their own example of actual inebri- 
ation, or at least by persisting in artificial drinking 



96 DRINKING USAGES 

usage^ encouraged the intemperance of all around 
them. Indeed, although it would be dishonest to 
extenuate personal guilt, yet in one sense it jxk&j 
be affirmed, that it was the land he lived in that 
made Burns a drunkard; and no evil consequent 
has reacted upon its antecedent with more unli- 
mited and pernicious sway, than has the intempe- 
rance of Burns upon his own people. The great 
frequency in this author's works of an obsequious 
and laudatory allusion to inebriation, exhibits in 
no small degree the extraordinary and fatal good- 
will that this national sin experiences in the general 
from the inhabitants of North Britain. No writer 
is more popular in Scotland than Bums; and 
popularity infers coincidence of sentiment and 
sympathy of feeling among the relative parties.* 

A few of the more obvious passages in the works 
of this poet, illustrative of our positions, may be 
given. When the bard is to meet " death," it must 
be, of course, about midnight ; but a true Scotsman 
is by that hour prepared and fortified to meet the 
" Three taed-Leister-bearing King," who 

" Feint a wame he had awa' 

An' then his shanks, 
They were as thin, and sharp and sma' 
As cheeks o' branks/' 



* Bums himself complains of the usages of the country in a let- 
ter which has been preserved in the Andersonian University oi 
Glasgow, dated Mauchlin, 8th November, 1788. In it he adverts to 
" that savage hospitality that knocks a man down with strong 
liquors." 
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For, 

" The Clachan yill had made him canty, 
He was na' fou, but just had plenty ; 
He stacher'd whyles, but yet took tent ay 

To free the ditches." 

He set himself also to count the moon's horns 
rising o'er the distant Cumnock hills ; 

** But whether she had three or four, 
He could na' tell." 
• • ♦ ♦ 

** He set his staff wi' a' his skill. 
To keep him sicker, 
Tho' leeward whyles, against his wiU, 
He took a bicker." 

Death and Dr, Hornbook. 

" And now, auld Cloots ! I kert you're thinkin* 
A certain bardie 's rantin', drinkin'. 
Some luckless hour will send him linkin' 

To your black pit," &c. 

Addrest to the Devil. 

Tam Samson^ to whom our hard evidently looked 
with reverence, was such a man as that on his 
demise, all Kilmarnock was called upon to ^^ deed 
her halms, man, wife and wean, in mourning weed ;" 
we are told, however, that 



** When at his heart he felt the dagger, 
He reel'd his wonted bottle-swagger." 

Tam Samson* s Elegy. 

The accomplished minstrel that was forced hy the 
'' res angusta domi," to cross the Atlantic, was 
bewailed hy his brother poet, for he was one 
** whom widows micht bless wi' tearfu' ee ;*' he 
was not a " drowsy bummle, '* but " gleg as 

F 
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wumble." The district of Kyle might at his 
departure. 

And stiun tliem wi* the aaut, sinxt tear." 

• • • • 

** He wadna' wrang'd the very deil," &c. 

* 

But the chief moumeis are those that follow: 

'* Lament him a' ye rantiii' core, 
Wha dearly Hk« a random splore, 
Nae mair he'll join the merry roar. 

In social key; 
For now he's taen anidier shore 
An' owre the sea." 
On « Scgtek Bard gme to Ihe West Indies, 

One fisu»tem*s even at a " rocking/' Bums lis- 
tened to a song that pleased him above aU the rest. 
It was composed by J. Lapraik, an old Scottish 
bard, '^ whose muir-land harp thrilled the heart- 
strings through the breast, a' to the life." In a fit 
of kind and brotherly enthusiasm, he writes the 
stranger a letter, full of the most friendly senti- 
ments, and animated touches of life and character; 
the venerable poet is called, in affectionate terms, 
by his younger brother, " honest-hearted auld 
Lapraik," and afterwards, " bright Lapraik, " and 
" King of Hearts. " A fiiendship is to be com- 
menced between these two individuals, which shall 
have this issue : — 

<* Then may Lapraik and Bums arise, 
To reach their native kindred skies. 
And sing their pleasures, hopes, and jo^s 

In some mild sphere, 
Still closer knit in closer ties 

I 

Each passing year." 
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But in order to prepare for the desirable result, 
and to pave the way for this sort of transmigration, 
they are first to meet at Mauchline fair, and then 
exchange their thoughts and studies, when — 

*' The four gill chap, we 'se gar him clatter, 
And kirsen him wi' reekin' water^ 
Syne we *11 sit down and take our whitter, 

To cheer our heart; 
An' faith! we'se be acquainted better, 

Before we part" 

No man that knows the manners of the middle 
and lower ranks in Scotland, will suppose that Burns 
was out of order in this arrangement of gin-courtesy ; 
but lest Lapraik should be supposed to have been 
too intellectual for such doings, and too fond of the 
pure spring of Aganippe thus to mix up its trans- 
parent tide with whisky, we are previously informed, 

" That set him to a pint of ale, 
At either douce or merry tale 
'Tween Inverness and Teviotdale, 

He had few matches/* 

Epistle to J, Lapraik, 

How would he who penned the Comus (the prime 
of Temperance Lectures) have compassionated the 
case of the bard, and of the country, where such 
strains could not only be tolerated, but lauded ; and 
how would that other '' immortal " have regarded 
this prostitution of poesy, who, in conformity to 
truth and nature, made the most false-hearted of 
his ruffians* achieve his most p^micioufl purposes 
through that medium which in Scotland is held so 
venial and pardonable. 

^ lago in Othello. Act II. Scene 3. 

F 2 
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An especial j&iend and favourite of the poet is 
thus addressed : — 

*' O rougb, rude, ready-wifted R — n^ 
Tbe wale o* cocks for fun and drinldii'." 

EpUtle to J. R. 

A charming imitation of the old ballad^ full of 
exquisite painting, finishes thus : — 

" John Barleycorn was a hero bold» 
Of noble enterprise; 
For if you do but taste his blood, 
'Twill make your courage rise. 

'* 'Twill make a man forget his woe, 
'XwiU heighten all his joy, 
^' - 'Twill make the widow's heart to sing 
Though the tear were in her eye. 

'* Then let us toast John Barleycorn, 
Each man a glass in hand; 
And may his great posterity 
Ne'er £ul in auld Scotlsnd.'* 

In the next specimen, the poet of Scotland 
appears to admit that the pleasures of liquor are 
equipollent to others, some of which at least are 
generally elsewhere considered as of a higher cast: 

** I hae been blithe wi' comrades dear; 
I hae been merry drinkin' ; 
I hae been joyiii' gath'rin' gear; 
I hae been happy thinking." 

Sottgt Com Sigt, 

He tells his companion, David Sillars, a brother 
poet, — 

** For me, I'm on Parnassus' brink, 
Kivin' the words to gar them clink, 
Whyles daez't wi' love, whyles daes't wi' drink." 
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He composed for an air, which he says lie liked 
much, a song which lias this verse: — 

** Contented wi' little and canty wi' mair, 
Whene'er I forgather wi' sorrow and care, 
I gie them a'skelp, «s tiiey're ereepin' alang 
Wi' A cog o' good Swats, and an auld Scottish sang." 

In another letter to Lapraik, he declares of the 
" Pierides/'^ 

** We'll cry nae jauds frae heathen hiUs 

To help or roose us; 
But Browster wives, and whisky stills, 

They are the Muses.'* 

*' Then muse inspirin' aqua vitsB 
Shall make us baith sae blythe and witty, " &c. 

But in this mournful inquiry, where the master- 
hand among Scottish minstrels may be found scat- 
tering death, and destruction around, and saying, 
" Am not I in sport V* we must pause. A rhyming 
Jnrother of the mighty spirit, whose ranging deso- 
lations we deplore, affords an apposite conclusion 
to the detail: — 

" Robin Bums, in many a ditty, 

Loudly sings in whisky's praise; 
Sweet the sang! the mair 's the pi^. 
E'er on it he warM sic li^^s." 

Hector McNeil 

The celebrated national song of *' Auld lang 
syne *' mingles the most delightful reminiscence of 
the days of childhood and youth, with the gross 
Teciprocity of the give and take of liquor: — 

** An' surely you'll be your pint stoup. 
An' surely I'll be mine," &c. 



lOS DRINKING USAGES 

Without attemptix^ at present any further iiiTes- 
tigation into the necessarily Baochanalian character 
of part of the literature of Scotland^ we may finish 
with adverting to the ^* Watty and Meg" of that 
admirable painter of Scottish life, Wibon the omi- 
thologut; where will be found a study of North 
British rustic manners, in which the public-house 
is clothed with the most seductive charms that th^ 
most skilful adjustment of circumstances, ingeniously 
founded on the nMd^adminiirtratiQp of domestic life, 
can accomplish. 

DEMI-USAGES. 

That we may not appear to leave out important 
information, because it does not happen to fall 
exactly under our pre-adopted categories and 
definitions, we shall subjoin a word or two tm the 
subject of what we choose to call demi-usages. 

We have defined a drinking usage to be an 
artificial and conventional conjunction witii liquor, 
not pointed out by nature ; drink given or taken 
as diet, does not, therefore, strictly come under con- 
sideration in this plaee. There are, however, some 
cases in Scotland, when spirits are received or taken 
under pretence of diet or refreshment, where a 
certain degree of ceremonial mingles as an ingre- 
dient: some of these may be here noticed* 

Rafters (men who conduct rafts of timber, and 
lay it up in ponds and yards) receive each Stom 
their employers, from four to six glasses of whisky 
a-day. 
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Seamen sometimes receire as much as four glasses 
each mm a-day, and boys two* Govenument allows 
spirits^ duty free, for this purpose. 

lAmper^f (who assist in discharging cargoes of 
large yessels,) purchase for themselves fi^om two to 
four glasses arday, as the job will afford it» aad are 
paid in a public-house, where a money usitge inter* 
venes. 

Quay Porters in assisting at discharge of yessels, 
receive from their employers three glasses a piece 
arday ; and a bottle of rum among them at the close 
of the discharge. 

At mowing hay men receive two glasses arday. 

Hired peat-cutters the same* 

Hired labourers at staehing hay the sam^» 

Joiners and masons^ hirpd by the day, the same. 

Tailors working in farmers' houses> receive a 
. glass before commencing work. 

Washerwomen, in some places^ receive a regular 
dose of whisky, as if it were necessa^ry as a medi- 
cine. 

In towns, large masses of the operative popular 
tion take their glass, or glasses, of liquid fire, regu- 
larly each morning in going to work; fpr this 
purpose, the whisky shops are put in order, and 
opened an hour before the time of work* lu the 
umiter season, a spectator, in traversmg a town §n 
hour before .daylight, may see the neat and conve- 
nient accommodation made for this purpose; the 
spirit stores being swept, garnished, and glancing 
with g3fr*light. It is unpleasing to adv^ severely 
to the practice of respectable men, (f(^ such are 
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found among wlusky sellers^) but few sights can be 
more appalling to the lover of his kind, than this 
punctual and brilliant array of preparation. 

At Itockings, (an assemblage of young people 
round a fitrmer*s fireside, for the purpose of amnajng 
themselves by reciting tales,) much whisky is usually 
dispensed. In one case lately a glass of spirits was 
handed round to each five times. 

At tea^drinkingi among the lower classes, it is 
extremely prevalent, after tea is finished, to bring 
in toddy, and even raw spirits, and to drink plenti- 
fully. This barbarous addition to the *' cup that 
clieers, but not inebriates,'* has increased greatly 
within twenty years. 

At kirns, (harvest homes,) a profusion of whisky 
is frequently served out, and scenes of the worst 
description ensue, often ending in bloodshed. 

Reapers firequently get an allowance of whisky. ' 

I do not affirm'that strong drink is dispensed in 
the proportions above-mentioned, or used in every 
ecus and transaction similar to those detailed, that 
may occur throughout Scotland ; but I have reason 
to conclude, that rules, approximating to those 
stated, are very general; nay more, I am of 
opinion that I have not reached, by any means, the 
whole amount of drinking usage in this country. 
I, however, earnestly reiterate my request on all 
Committees of Temperance Societies, not to put 
this department of temperance investigation away 
from them, as, notwithstanding my most pressing 
remonstrances, many of them have done for years ; 
but now to persevere in the inquiry, and sift the 



OP SCOTLAND. 105 

whole matter in such a way as that the inhabitants 
may judge of its extent, and provide a suitable 
remedy. 

It is observable j that most of the liquor bestowed 
as we have just now stated, is dealt out under the 
fallacy of the fatal medical error, that strong 
liquor is beneficial to labourers ; but argument on 
this point does not come within the scope of our 
present inquiries. 

In regard to funerals^ as it is likely that the 
inhabitants of various districts in Scotland will 
demand a change on this subject at no distant 
period, we are necessitated to advert to it more in 
detail ; and this we do with considerable diffidence, 
not being professionally qualified for discussing the 
merits of different kinds of devotional service con- 
nected with the duty in question. 

For towns, the following is submitted as leading 
to fewer inconveniences than the method firequently 
used: — 

1. Half an hour before the general company 
meets at the house of mourning, the family, or such 
part as can attend, including females, to engage 
with their own minister in an act of devotion, which 
will comprehend reading the scriptures and prayer. 
The service to be performed without wine or spirits ; 
and only a very few near relatives to be admitted 
besides the family. 

2. The general company to meet at the hour 
appointed, in front of the house ; and every thing 



f3 
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being ready, th^ vluole psoQesaisii to ^more off at 
oBca ajid precisely al the hxmx, towasds the place 
of interment. 

3. At the buryiQg^groundy while the idatives 
(\vho have already enjoyed a deYotional serriee) are 
engaged at the grave in the act of burial^ the 
general company to enter die adjacent churchy aiMi 
the minister ta engage in prayer. Where no 
bhurch is contiguous, a commodious and cojBO&irt- 
able booth or apartment to be erected near the 
gate of the burying-ground, sufficient to' give standi 
ing accommodation to such a number as geskeiaHy 
assemble* 

It seems a mistake to suppose that thia plan of 
conducting funerals can be identified witii the 
Church of England serviee. It appeatB to be muck 
nearer the method employed in Knox's tim^ tbim 
the service at present used in various places, {vide 
CJompendium of the Laws of the Chureh of Scot- 
land, Edinbuigh, 18S0, p. 305,) Indeed, the sear- 
vice would be much the same as at present, the 
place only different ; and a public service demands 
a public place : no man surely is bound tQ make 
his house a place of public ordinance. 

As a matter of course, Temperai:i.e Societies 
ought to endeavour to procure the suppression of 
all drinking usage previous to the funeral, and after 
it ; and if liquor, in consequence of adopting a 
plan similar to the above, should thus be disused 
.at the funeral, it will assist the dismissal of the 
preliminary and subsequent use of spirits, which 
we have formerly adverted to. 
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. We shall conelude the aocount of Scottish 
drinking i»iages with a scmq at ja dkm^r party at 
Glasgow. 

^'The Q^oe of raiJigliDg the dkcordaat ele- 
meats of punch into one sweet and harioonipiis 
whole, is pethftps the only <m^ which csUs into fad 
play the sympathies and energies of a Glasgow 
gentleman* Yoa read in the solemnity of his 
conntensmce bis sense of th^ deep responsibility 
which attaches to the duty he discharges. He 
feels ther^ is an awful trust confided to him. The 
fortune of the table is in hi3 hands* One slight 
miscalculation of quantity, one exuberant pressi^fe 
of the fingers^ a^d the enjoym^aft of a whole party 
is d^troyed* With what an aur of deliber^tte 
sagacity do€# he perform the functions of has 
caUi^ ! How knowingly he squeeze the lemons, 
and distinguishes between Jamaica rum and Lee- 
ward Island, by the smell ! No pointer ever nosed 
his game with more unerring accuracy. Then the 
snort and the snifter, and the smacking of the lips, 
with which the beverage, when completed, is tasted 
by the whole party ! Such a scene is worthy of 
the pencil of George Cruickshank ; and he alone 
could do justice to its unrivalled ridicule. When 
the beverage has been duly concocted, at least one 
half hour passes, during which the merits of the 
punch forms the sole topic of conversation in the 
party. On this subject even the most taciturn and 
obtuse members of the company wax eloquent." — 
Cyril Thornton. 
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To the above playful criticism of one who knew 
what he was writing about, we may add, in refer* 
ence to the coarseness and strength of port wine, 
that nothing can be more inconceivably ludicrous 
than to witness a divan of British port drinkers 
sitting around, and solemnly delivering their opinion 
of the almost Tartarean nectar which they gravely 
sip, as if they were deciding the most important 
question in the world ; and all the while they and 
their whole nation are justly considered, from their 
use of brandied wines, as fairly incapable of detect- 
ing the transcendent flavour and hidden delicacies 
of genuine wine ; and are known and designated as 
thus unqualified by continental dealers and real 
judges, who doubtless laugh in their sleeve ; while 
the worthy Britons enjoy an ambrosia, which 
Pinkerton, perhaps rather unceremoniously, calls a 
wine fit for hogs. 



DRINKING USAGES OF IRELAND. > 109 



CHAPTER VIIL 

IRISH ARTIFICIAL AND COMPULSORY DRINKING 

USAGES. 

Necessity of these forming part of Temperance Investigation — 
Obscurity of the Subject, and general Ignorance Regarding it— ' 
Irish Investigation-^Usages of Carpenters — Cabinet-makers. 

We shall now proceed to some examination of the 
state of drinldng usage in Ireliuid. I may, how- 
ever^ be pennitted to premise^ that not in Ireland 
only^ but in all parts of the United Kingdom^ I 
have met^ even among friends of temperance, at 
every point, with an unaccountable disinclination 
to enter upon any investigation on this subject, and 
still greater unwillingness to proceed to active oper- 
ations, even after the necessity of such procedure 
had been proved and admitted. But although up 
till nearly the present time the friends of temper- 
ance did not generally see ground for assuming 
that the difference of our artificial state of society 
from that of the United States of America, made a 
variation in the rules and conduct of Temperance 
Societies necessary in order to adapt them for 
British operation and use ; I find firom my notes 
that the subject of our peculiar usages, and the 
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necessity of applying remedies in this special 
direction, were always present in my mind as 
necessary and proper to constitute part of the 
regulations and agency of British societies for sup- 
pressing intemperance. I take the liberty of 
quoting a passage in my first Essay on the subject, 
published in 1829»* '^Much of the inebriation 
that prevails, commences in the course of certain 
etiquettes, courtesies, and signs of hospitality, which 
are considered as quite imperative. Although cour- 
tesy and hospitality ought not to be violated, yet 
the outward expression of these^ in certain cases, ean 
and ought to be chai^d.** I remember also that 
when in 18S9 I was asked by some partial Mends 
to proceed fiom Sootland to England to lecture on 
the subject of Temperance Associatioa there, I 
declined, upon the ground of ignorance of the 
drinking usages and modes ot meforiation in South 
Britain; beeaxise I coaoeived that little benefit 
Gould result hom operations t^t had no reference 
to peculiarities^ of British modes and manners in 
this matter. Althoiigh, however, it is only v^ry 
lately, and after years of friendly strife, that my 
coadjutors in the temperance reformation have 
acceded to my views on this sub^t, I must do the 
founders of the Glasgow and Edinburgh Societies 
the justiise to say, that in 18^ and 1830, they, at 
my request, suspended the final adjustment of the 
regulatioDs of the respective associations for a 
number of weeks, in order, if possible, to get afi 

* Extent and Remedy of National Intemperance. Glasgow, 
1828. P. 19. 
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the ineipient members to jom agamst the British 
wine courtesies, although m this th^ were not 
suoces8fud« My uuiyersal experieuce in the three 
kingdoms, ii?L every city, town, yillage, or district, 
which I have investigated, has been, that it was at 
first denied to be possible that any system of drink- 
ing usage could esist there to any extent whatever, 
worth inquiring after. Much of the difficulty of 
investigation in the search for professional usages, 
arose &om applying in the first instance to em- 
ployers and individuals in ^e upper classes, who are 
generally quite ignorant of the facts connected with 
the subject among their workmen ; and still more 
with the energy and power of the usages on national 
intemperance. At the same time, I for somie 
years found it difficult to get access to operatives 
for e^caniination, unless through the medium of 
their employers; and on various occasions, al- 
though this may seem strange, I have been cau- 
tioned by well-wishers not to be seen prying among 
factories and workshops, for fear of personal danger 
to myself, if it were supposed I was attempting to 
restrain the enjoyments of the operative classes; 
but especially in contain places, not to be seen in 
conversation with particular workmen, as this 
might assuredly be a matter of very dangerous 
consequence to them. The late progress [of Tee- 
totaUsm has, however, greatly assisted both my 
usage inquiries, and anti-usage ^operations* I 
shall, however, reserve what has occurred to me 
as necessary to be said on the connexion of drink- 
ing usage and Teetotalism» to a later part of this 
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Essay. In 1831 I had some correspondence and 
conversation with the foremost leader* in the ranks 
of the Temperance reformation in Ireland, on the 
subject of the Irish usages, who, with his charac- 
teristic benevolence and zeal, made some investi- 
gations at that time, and transmitted the results to 
me. These formed part of a tract I published in 
that year on the Wine System of Great Britain* 
In 1837, however, I had an opportunity of passing 
some time in Ireland on this subject, and with the 
generous assistance of Dr. Edgar, and other tem- 
perance friends, made an investigation, of which the 
following is the result. 

My readers, in the course of consideration of 
this subject, will by this time be prepared to ac- 
quiesce in one division that may be made, viz.: 
first, usages connected with the workshop, with 
handicrafts, and with general business; and second, 
domestic usages, or those that shadow forth the 
courtesy and complaisance of social life. 

First, we shall begin with the consideration of 
some of the former class. 

Carpenters. In the North of Ireland some of 
the drinking usages of this class of artificers are as 
follows. Although the habit of taking a dose of 
whisky in going to work, technically called a 
" morning, '* be not in general compulsory, yet it 
is rendered somewhat of this character, when the 
custom of treating in reference to the morning 
dram has obtained in any workshop. A. treats B. 

* Rey. John Edgar, B.D. 
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or more persons to-day, and is treated in return 
to-morrow or after days, till it come to his turn 
again. In one case I found it had created con- 
siderable ill-willy when one of the party broke up 
the morning treat system in this instance. There 
is much drinking on the pay-night. . Some masters 
or foremen keep a public-house, where they excite 
the men to take drink upon credit (tick), and stop 
it off the week's wages: this is said to be " bringing 
suc^en to their own mill.*' There is a union in 
this trade ; the men meet at a public-house rent free, 
because the drink taken pays the room. This will 
at once be seen to be a fertile source of drunken- 
ness. Footings are quite general for apprentices 
at entry to their business, and for journeymen on 
sMfdng from one workshop to another. These it 
will be remembered are called " entries " in Scot- 
land. The apprentice footing is stated to be what 
will give the whole workshop a ^^ decent drink. " 
It may average from lOs. to SOs. At expiration 
of apprenticeship, another drink is claimed. If the 
apprentice be dilatory in coming forward with the 
footing, the men will show him nothing of the 
business; if he ask a question, they will '^ shy the 
answer; " they will cease to teach, and the master 
not being always present, the boy will remain im- 
taught: this circumstance is what weighs most with 
parents, and even widowed mothers will stretch 
every nerve to provide for the apprentice footing. 
Sometimes the parents of a lad who are affluent, 
according to their station, give the men a supper 
* at entry. On one occasion, a boy whose parents 
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kept a public-house^ having come as an apprentice^ 
we^ pressed for the footing. He at last invited the 
men as if by the Udding of his mother to come to 
drink the footing ou a certain night: for what 
reason does not appear, he had not consulted his 
parents, and by the time the men had arrived, the 
apprentice, to avoid being present at the iclatrf 
emement, fled* The men sulkily paid for the drink 
1^^7 got, but the boy of course, as it was expressed, 
had ^' no trade" among them ever after: and any 
boy refusing the footing, I was in&rmed, *^ would 
be knocked, about like a pair of did boots/' 

A variely of measure, of sererily are resorted to 
with a view to ensure the regular pa3nDaent of the 
apparentice and journeymen's faotings, and drink 
fines ; as the last resort, the master would be applied 
to for the regulation amount, that it might be 
stopped out of the wages; and the consequence of 
his refiisal, I was assured, would.be a strike and 
turn out. 

If a stranger touch or partially use a tool in the 
ahop^ this in the usage of the trade subjects him to 
a fine for drink. 

When a new house is finished, a flag is hoisted, 
and a treat of drink is demanded, and the flag will 
not be taken down till this is given by the owner or 
contractor. The same thing takes place at laying 
the IbundatioQ of a house, where not the masons 
oidy, but all the hands engaged in any part of the 
work, are expected to be treated. If this were 
refused, I was assured some parts of the building 
would be left spdSed or defective. 
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Wh^i a carpenter does a job, the proprietor 
frequentlj gives him a dram to attempt to soften 
him, and thereby ayert a heavy charge. When one 
workman jrecommends another to a job or plaee, a 
treat of whisky is expected for this exerdse of 
patronage. Those dealers that supp^ a workshop 
with articles necessary in the trade, find it abso- 
lutely reqnimte to treat or ^^ mug " the men, other- 
wise they wiU complain of the itern^ supplied ; thns 
in the tzade of nails, wood, putty, and other articles, 
lovers of drink have it in their power in various 
ways to derive sob^ men of their jJace or job, 
by false complaints, and oUiquiS hints. We sbaU 
often have occasion to notice this circumstance* 

Another ingenious Irish method of supplantii^ a 
rival is recorded, which though not altogether to 
the purpose, I shall mention here. " In one of our 
^villages, there lived sometime since a respectable 
man, who held a lucrative situation. One of his 
neighbours envied his prosperity, and resolved to 
use his best efforts to turn him out of his situation, 
and put himself into it. How did he effect his 
purpose? Was it by circulating tales of slander? 
No; he treated him, treated him to distilled ^irit. 
He treated him himself; and employed a toother'^ 
isLrlaw to do the same. He succeeded. The 
wretched man became a drunkard, was turned out 
aS Im situation, and the treacherous seducer suc- 
ceeded him."* 

When a child is bom to an operative he must 
give money to the men for drink; this is called 

* London Temperance Advocate. 
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'^ socket *' money. At marriage the same is ex- 
acted. If refused, the men taunt, ridicule, and 
** turn turk " on the defaulter. The iron of the 
plane is sometimes glued to the wood for non-com- 
pliance with drink usages. 

In the central parts of Ireland the same usages 
among carpenters obtain as in the north. At 
apprentice and journeymen's footings, and at the 
marriage drink, not only the principals pay the 
r^idation amount, but each man in the work has 
to pay 3d. M. or U. in addition on his own account. 
I beg particular notice to this curcumstance, be- 
cause it marks the compulsory nature of the 
system ; and in this manner no individual connected 
with the work can escape, but is necessarily and 
continually within the verge of a vortex ever in- 
clining to inebriation. Instead of a flag being put 
up on an occasion of a marriage here, to indicate 
the claim for the usage drink, a bridegroom delay- 
ing to conform, has a pole thrust between his legs, 

and he is lifted up and carried roughly about in 
this manner. 

The same fatal system of payment of wages 
obtains here also, that is, in a public-house, or not 
in exact change for each individual, but by grouping 
the men together. On beginning to use candles in 
the shop in the fall of the year, it is not unusual 
for the master to bestow a considerable sum for 
drink, called a way-goose,* the men often adding 

• Way-goose, or wayz-goose, a stubble goose, an entertainment 
given to journeymen at the beginning of winter.— Botfey** Diet, Sd 
edit. 
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thereto themselves ; on ceasuig to use lights in the 
spring, it is usual in some shops for the men to 
club together for a drink. When a man comes to 
work with a dirty shirt on Monday morning he 
incurs a drink fine. 

I have at page 113 stated a division of drinking 
usages hitherto considered, into two heads — the 
usages connected with trades and business, and the 
domestic usages. We shall have occasion to attend 
to a new or third series of usages, viz. those esta- 
blished in the regulations of trades clubs or unions. 
The rules of the two former classes may be said to 
contain the common law on the subject, the new 
series is a species of statute law, more particularly 
put in practice of late years, since the disputes 
between capital and labour in regard to wages have 
begun to prevail. Leaving any further account of 
this new series of usages for future examination, I 
shall just state, that in the carpenter trade, if the 
apprentice be the son of a journeyman carpenter, 
he is held as liable to all the trades union or club 
fines, to which his father is subjected by the rules 
of the trade. Thus, for working under wages, 
working along with those who do so, working later 
than ordinary hours, working more constantly than 
the worst man in the shop, if he teUs his employer 
what materials he uses in the week, or gives a return 
of what he has done during the week ; if he is 
warned to leave his employer and does not ; in all 
these cases he incurs a fine. About three-fourths 
of those fines go to drink. 

The committee of this trade sit in a public-house 
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twice a week^ for the purpoae of receiving informa-^ 
tiou with regard to ojBences. committed against union 
rules ; those who are suspected are summoned to 
attend on these evenings. Eadi man pays &. a 
month into the fimds^ the greater part of which is 
drunk. The sum reported to me as levied for such 
fines and other amercements under the union regu- 
lations, is very large; but as I lurre no means at 
present of demonstrating its amount statistically, I 
shall refrain firom stating it. It forms no part of 
this Essay to interfere in the slightest degree with 
the plans which operatives adopt in order to sustain 
the interests 6f this class against the encroachments 
of the capitalist and employer, further than to sug- 
gest, that it seems a fundamental error to connect 
the regulation fines oi the dubs and unions, and 
the committee meetings, and other procedure, with 
the use of liquor ; and the best friends of the opera- 
tive class are those who would wish to dissolve tiie 
connexion between business and liquor altogether^ 
Cabinet-makers^'^^Th.ese have the footings of 
journeymen and Upprentices. The last of these 
who has paid his entry is denomiliated the *^ con- 
stable." He retains his office till a new hand 
arrives and pays entry: his duty is to make the 
claim on the new hand, and arrange the matter vdth 
him. The apprentice footing is 1/. Is, ; the otlier 
men are bound to add to this. It is the appren-^ 
tice's duty to Watch the fire of the workshop, and 
to keep the glue warm: in case of neglect he is 
fined 6d. If he omit to extinguish the fire aiid 
candles at night he is fined 28, 6d, all such amerce- 
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mexits are gat&ered up onoe a month for the purpose 
of a '^ bouse." When an apprentice comes to be 
able for man's work^ he id set to a bench and 
assumes the apron; on this occasion he is fined Is, 
for drink: when his appreuticeship expires he pays 
lOf • 6d.j which is called ** washing hini out." When 
the apprentice remains in the same shop, he is 
" washed in, " by l(k. 6i. of a journeyman's foot- 
ing. For the first new job he is set to per&rm, 
which he has never done before^ he pays It. for 
drink; thus for his first chair, bedstead, or veneer 
work, and this for each new job. When married, a 
cabinet-maker pays 10«. fiir drink. Having a child 
produces a quart of whisky. At each fall of the 
year there is a way-goose. Teaching any part of 
the business that is new to the scholar, requires Is. 
of a drink premium : this is severe on the boys. A 
clever workman, who loves drink, adapts the amount 
of his contribution of instruction to the quantity he 
is treated with. In spring, at putting out candles 
the men treat the employers if they choose to come ; 
if not, they treat themselves to an abundant drink. 
The men pay Is. 6d. a piece, boys 6d. When a 
poor boy is unable to pay these demands, and his 
firiends are backward in advancing him the needful 
funds, he is put under severe discipline; besides 
being taunted and jeered at continually, he is sub- 
jected to a process of coercion denominated ^' cab- 
bing," which is so administered as to make it 
impossible to discover the perpetrators. A favour- 
able opportunity is watched, the lad is approached 
behind by a man having the cloth that covers 
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finished fiimituTe in his hand; this is dexterously 
thrown entirely over the head and shoulders; 
several spring upon hiin, and by their help the 
cloth is wound round the culprit's head in sudi a 
way as to prevent sight: his hands are then tied, 
and he is laid on his &ce along a bench^ his shoes 
are taken off, and he is sharply beat on the soles of 
the feet with a flat board. After this bastinado, 
he is partially loosed, and permitted to disengage 
himself the best way he can. No one can be 
proved to have done it: he remains after this the 
object of unrelenting abuse and spite ; any person 
who would inform of the circumstances of the 
" cabbing " is fined 5f ., and the unfortunate martyr 
is finally sent to ** Coventry." All this usage is 
very severe upon boys, and it is evident that to 
stand out against it is not to be expected fi:om 
human nature. It is wonderful that there are any 
sober men in the mechanic class at all, when such 
perpetual drinking tyranny domineers over them. 
One informant states, that what with footings, fines, 
and other occasions, he did not pay less than 9/. 
sterling during his apprenticeship. Boys at first 
are shy of taking drink, and seem to dislike it, but 
before they are half out of their time they generally 
acquire the usual relish for stimulation, and are 
eager to subject new comers to the same exercise 
which was so disagreeable to themselves. Thus 
cruelty and drunkenness are perpetuated, and the 
foundation of all evil habits laid in the very social 
constitution. 

When tools are not kept in the right place, ther« 
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is 3d* or 6d. charged as a drink fine ; 6d, for a long 
beard, or dirty shirt. " Wetting of new clothes;" 
this is a cant phrase for a libation of liquor on 
obtaining any thing new. The new occupation of a 
favourite bench costs a quart of whisky at least; 
isometimes more, for the- highest bidder gets the 
prize: this may be a station near the window, or 
otherwise particularly conyenient. At mahogany 
sales there is a dinner and drink; at auctions of 
.wood, bread and cheese and drink. AH these rules 
are so binding that they keep many indiyiduals 
from joining the Temperance Associations; and 
even those who do join are apt to be tempted to 
.withdraw, from the difficulty of living in society 
without accommodating in some respects to these 
.or other drinking usages. 

Glueing, the pockets, and tying things to coats, 

are also tricks imposed on recusants of the usages. 

At union meetings 2d. a piece is drunk in lieu of 

.room rent; at New year's day, the landlord of the 

.room they meet in gives the union a supper, and 

they give the landlord another in return. 

In some cases the meetings of the unions are 

.commenced and ended with prayer. One informant 

. has seen many not able to stand up at the last prayer, 

in consequence of the drink previously taken. In 

.the central parts of Ireland, the same system of 

drinking usage prevails among cabinet-inakers. 

To the footings and marriage drinks, the other men 

. add, so that the contribution is general, and affects 

.the whole establishment. The fines are much the 

.same as those already stated: there is 2d.{oT leaving 

G 
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a window open; a penny for leaving the hone or 
rubstone hollow, not plain. These are duly ool* 
lectedy recorded, and spent in drink. Speaking ill 
of a shopmate in a public-house, incurs a fine. 
That all fines may be duly enforced, proceedings of 
the nature of process or action at law is established* 
The oldest hand is styled the father of the shop; he 
presides in the judgment and infliction of these 
fines. The case is regularly stated, the accused 
afterwards makes his defence, he is then sent ont, 
and a decision is come to. I have understood that 
Qccaaionally there is an extraordinaiy exhibition of 
native talent at these opportunities. To ring the 
hold&st is to strike a tool that will emit a sound, 
in order to convene a court. It is rung three times 
on a charge against -any man. If the charge be not 
substantiated by the accuser, he is fined IM* for 
drink. 

Wages are generally paid, or divided in public- 
houses. We shall reserve remark on this Python 
of tbe drinking usages to another opportunity. 
Among the penalties inflicted on those who refuse 
to pay the drinking usage money, or who hold back 
and are dilatory, may be mentioned the foUowing: 
they will be annoyed at work in every way that 
i)igenmty can prompt when instigated by the 
stimulation of a vitiated and craving appetite^ and 
fear of an avowed system being broken in upon or 
destroyed^ which subsists only by regularity of 
imposition and universality of submission* Joint 
work at which the non-conformist is employed will 
be aAoint^d with candle grease, to prevent it from 
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glueing; the edge of his tools will be secretly 
notched and gapped: one informant mentions a 
yoimg lad losing two days while employed in put* 
ting his tools in order after such a vexatious annoy- 
ance. If a drmk fine be not paid immediately, and 
the time that is given for the purpose elapse^ the 
amount is added tOj according to certain rules. 
One man has known an original fine of 7d^ raised 
in this way, in no great time, to 4^ . 7d. He has 
seen a lump of wood and a bucket of water 
let fall on purpose on a man while going down a 
ladder; also a trap-board left for the individual in 
fault to fall into ; and has witnessed all the other 
men agreeing to do such things in their turn when- 
ever opportunity offered, and becoming bound not 
to inform who should do so. If any (me leaves a 
company where others are drinking on a regular 
occasion, in conformity to drinking usage rules, he 
isj for this act of prudence, subjected to a fine. It 
is difficult to conceive a harder case than this. 
Such a law put into general execution would not 
leave one victim untouched among the operative 
classes: I have, however, met with no other 
instance iu Ireland of its being laid down as a 
positive rule; though no doubt great offence is 
given by one man declining to drink his share in 
any company. When sending to " Coventry," and 
annoying in a variety of methods, fails to force a 
compliance with the rules, the parties proceed to a 
very decided step indeed, which is no other than to 
get hold of the tools or clothes of the defiiulter, 
ooat, hat, handkerchief^ or doak, and secretly carry 

6 2 
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them to the broker's shop, and lay them under 
pawn for the regulation amount of the usage. An 
informant has seen men make a veiy awkward 
•figure in going home without part of their dress. 
The pawn ticket is then returned by being laid on 
the bench, or some place where the individual 
concerned may readily obtain it. This is called in 
cant language, ** sending the articles to my uncle,** 
or " putting them up the spout." Much as I had 
been prepared by former experience to believe, to 
almost any extent, the possibility of a man's pawn- 
ing his own goods for drink, yet I confess, on 
hearing of articles being pawned by others, I 
conceived that there must be some great mistake 
on this point, and I could not credit that drinking 
usage would extend to such an act of monstrous 
and outrageous injustice as this. Here is property 
taken firom a man without his consent, and without 
the adjudication of any court of justice, on the 
-same principle that the robber boasts that he takes 
from the rich to give to the poor. Here is the 
avowed practice, not of one or two individuals, but 
of organized and associated masses throughout the 
whole empire, which goes to the root of the prin- 
ciple of property, and would leave all that a man 
has at the mercy of a profligate law, instituted 
under the influence of one of the most pernicious 
■elements of vitiated human nature. I say, I could 
not 'believe this to be a fact, when it was first 
mentioned to me. But the universality of the 
evidence on all hands soon made it quite conclusive; 
I then took another view of the subject, and with- 
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out much consideration supposed^ that as there 
exists in Ireland a greatj and as it were, national 
propensity to contravene the laws, so it might be 
expected in this part of the empire, that the impa- 
tient appetite for whisky, and the lawless character 
of the people, had conspired to the institution of 
a rule that in its nature proposed to set aside all 
law. I was, however, deceived in this point also, 
for on crossing the Channel, I found the same rule 
domineering and laughing at justice and equity 
throughout South Britain; and finally, having 
instituted further inquiry on this subject in Scot- 
land, I blush to acknowledge that I foimd my 
own countrypien also occasionally guilty of this 
felony. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

IRISH USAGES CONTINUED. 

Usages in the Iron Foundries — Persecution -^Rope-makers — 
Tinsmiths — Shoemakers — Provision Stores — Coalmen — Sawyers 
— Farmers — Tobacco Spinners — Coopers — JeweUers and 
Watchmakers — Painters-^Printers — Lace-makers — Cabmen-^ 
l^criTeners' Clerks — Chandlei s — Butchers — Harshabea Prison 
— Donnybrook Fair — House Smiths — Saddlers. 

Foundries. — Among founders the apprentice fi)ot- 
ing is on the average 10*. Qd. ; journeymen's 
footings the saine. In this trade^ also, it is usual 
to pawn men's clothes for the regulation amount 
of L drinking usages. One inffmant has seen 
the pawn ticket made out in a feigned name, and 
laid where the man might easily find it, and so go 
to relieve the clothes : but the perpetrators remained 
unknown. On marriage a sum for drink is exacted, 
and a flag is hoisted, which will not be taken down 
till the drinking usage is satisfied. On the birth of 
a child, also, a sum for drink is required. There 
are, sometimes, drink fines imposed for certain 
omissions in the work, such as not putting out 
candles at the proper time. Another informant 
has seen boys carried by force to the public-house, 
and made to order drink for the footing; and the 
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iaen having paid it, they exacted so much a*-week 
jGrom the apprentice till the sum was discharged. 
On one occasion, a poor widow, in whom the master 
was interested, had sent her son to learn the busi-^ 
ness ; and the men were informed of the unfortunate 
circumstances of the parent, and warned, and 
requested not to axmoj the boj in case the footing 
were not pcid. This, however, was of no effect: 
drinking usage is cruel, and knows not how to 
relax its extortions^ The men persisted in perse- 
cuting the prphan, till at last it reached the ears of 
the master. Here was treatment for a respectable 
employer to meet with; he had warned the men 
not to pester the lad on this subject, he had 
re(|uested it as a favour; here was the persisting in 
It pernicious custom which had always the worst 
results; here was barbarity, disobedience, insult, 
all combined* In a frenzy of indignation he called 
his men together, rated them, scolded them, and 
announced the severest judgments he could inflict 
on those who should dare to disobey. The men 
retired: he had gained his point, and chuckled for 
a considerable time over the success of his intre^ 
pidity and adherence to duty. This pleasant state 
of mind continued, and occasionally exhibited itself 
outwardly, till one day, after the lapse of some time, 
he met the widow, who informed him that she had 
paid up her son's footing some months before, for 
that it was utterly impossible otherwise for him to 
learn the business. 

It has not been unfrequent, states an intelligent 
founder, that in the midst of the execution of 
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presaing orders, one drink-loving workman wonld 
stand up in the midst and say, ^' I am very dry,) 
boys, I would rather drink than work. Who will go" 
and get a pot?" " Go yourself," said some of tlte 
more sober comrades. *^ No: I won't be the black 
sheep; you must all go. They won't put us aU 
into jail." On this one after another would at* 
quiesce, and the foundry would be forthwith left 
empty of labourers, and a day lost. 

One severe curb that can generally be put on a 
man in most iron works by the other workmen, is> 
to refuse to assist, or work along with him. In 
declining to help a moulder, his companions can> 
effect the spoiling of his work : moulds may thus h& 
injured so that the castings would be of no worth.. 
In many other trades this is also the case. It is of 
much consequence for an individual to be on general 
good terms, and we may conceive how great an- 
instrument this circumstance is made for the 
enforcement of drinking iisages on those soberly 
inclined. The men, iii these cases, get little or no 
relief from the masters, who are shy in general in 
interfering in disputes among their people on these 
points, and frequently have an indulgent sympathy 
for those who have a kindred relish for liquor, 
f ^ A master workman acknowledged lately that he 
was tormented daily and weekly by the drinking of 
his people: his capital lay useless, his customers 
were disappointed, and his promises proved to be 
falsehoods. He requested a Temperance Commit- 
tee to do something for his men; but on hearing 
that the reform scheme included refraining from 
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Spirits, he declined any farther procedure, ' Because, 
says he, ^ I drink spirits and water after dinner 
myselfj and cannot permit anything to be said to 
my men that would throw disgrace on my own 
practice.' " 

Ropemakers. — In this business the apprentice's 
footing amoimts generally to 21. 2s. When able 
to take a man's work, he has to pay 10s. 6d. for 
drink, and the same when he goes to twine, and 
one guinea at expiration of the apprenticeship. 
The journeyman's footing varies from 5*. to 10«. 6ck 
The custom of paying men in groups with a 
bank note has a very bad effect. In one ropewalk 
this enl was in some measure obviated, by a large 
baker's shop being at hand, where plenty of change 
was to be had. There are various drink fines pay- 
able by the men; among these is coming to work 
on Monday unshaven. One informant has seen 
boys not only obliged to give their footing, but to 
drink it : one boy mentions that he was thus con- 
strained, and drunk eight glasses of whisky ; he 
thought afterwards he should have died, but had 
relief by vomiting. K drinking usage money is 
not ready to appear at the set time, the defaulters 
are taunted, ridiculed, teased, the boys not taught 
by the men, and ultimately " the wheel would, be 
stopt;" that is, the master being applied to to 
advance the drink-money out of the wages, and 
failing to do so, a turn out of all the hands would be 
the consequence. This affirmation was reiterated. 

Tinsmiths. — In this business the ordinary drink- 
ing usages seem to be severely exacted. If deferred 

6 3 
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or refused by any individual, my informant states,' 
that they would " tease the heart's blood out of 
him ;" his life would be *' a hell upon earth." 

Shoemakers. — As the artificers in this trade 
work frequently at home, and separately, the! 
drinking usages among them are comparatively 
fewer than in others. Nevertheless, where oppor- 
tunities occur, the men are accustomed to make 
use of them. Where there is a trade club or 
Society, it is sometimes the case that at receiving 
the freedom of the trade, 5*. is imposed for drink. 
On this occasion the new member is introduced to 
a merry-making, where he has usually to advance an 
additional half-crown to keep the glass in circulation. 

Drunkards in this trade having few constitutional 
occasions of getting their favourite potions, some- 
times conspire to have a " spree" at the common 
expense. They feign some injury to the journey- 
men department of the trade ; as, for instance, that 
a (iertain person is working at wages below the 
mark. This accusation being reiterated, and a 
colour given to it, produces a regular meeting of 
the" trade committee for investigation and consider- 
ation ; and as these meetings are held at the public- 
house, and an allowance given from the trade funds, 
the object is obtained. My informant has seen 
men keep part of the trade some days on " the 
spree" in this way, and has seen Sh discussed on 
such sham occasions. There is a president of a 
shop elected, sometimes every month, who must 
pay for this honour a gallon of porter, the other 
men ** backing him," that is, adding some money 
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to the sum given by the principal ; in this case iieL 
each. All these debauches generally end in quar- 
relling and fighting. My informant has witnessed 
four regular battles in one night ; had seen on such 
occasions friends made to differ through drink: 
thus one evening a comrade conducting a drunken 
man home^ the latter turned on him, and knocked 
his finger quite out of joint. Where wives come 
to seek for husbands on such occasions, as my 
informant expressed it, ** they are bate out of the 
public^housC) they are bate home, and they are 
bate at home for coming after their husbands to 
the public-house.'* 

Laboureti in Provision Stores, when working 
at extra hours, receive large doses of whisky from 
the master, that they may be stimulated, and more 
work screwed out of them. As, however, this is 
understood to be given by way of diet or refresh-^ 
ment, and not a mere conventional occasion, as we 
have defined a drinking usage, we shall not advert 
to the practice further than to say, that in one 
case under our notice, where a man took a sub* 
atitute of money instead of the drink, the others 
were offended, and took means to show their 
resentment. 

Coalmen on the Quays, — In the North of Ire- 
land, there are various drinking usages among 
these, one of which is this : on the occasion of a 
marriage, a procession of brethren of the trade 
repair to the house of the bridegroom, and fetch 
him down the quay, where drink-money is exacted. 
In Dublin the following have been reported in this 
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trade : — " When a man becomes a coal-porter, he 
must give firom 5s, to lOs, worth of drink: when 
he gets a cart, be must pay 10s, If he refuse, the 
wheels will be forcibly taken off his cart, and 
pledged for the amount of the demand. Getting a 
new horse, with or without a new dray or cart, 
comes under the same imposition. 

** A coal-porter on entering a new employment, 
is obliged to pay half-a-crown for drink. Every 
sailor who enters the port in a vessel laden with 
either coals or potatoes, if his first time, must pay 
half-a-crown for drink; his name is then regularly 
re&dstered in a book kept for that 'purpose. When 
a foal-porter marries, he must pay aTum sufficient 
to treat all his Mends, which will generally amount 
to lOsr. or I5i. ; should he refuse to comply, he is 
forcibly mounted oii a long pole, sometimes square, 
and sometimes round, and then is carried uj and 
down the quays and neighbourhood for two or three 
hours; if he pays during the infliction of the 
punishment, he is set at liberty. Besides the above, 
there are several fines, all of which are spent in 
drink. In addition to this, it may be mentioned, 
that when a wedding takes place in any trade, a 
number of the lower order surround the house with 
old pots, kettles, horns, &c. and keep up a conti- 
nual noise imtil they receive * socket-money,' or 
are dispersed by the police." 

Sawyers. — The apprentice footing here is gene^ 
rally IL Is, ; journeymen's footing, S*. There are 
a considerable variety of fines : if these are refused 
or delayed, the men are not assisted in their work 
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by the others, so that they cannot proceed. This 
is generally found a mesh, from which it is impos>- 
sible by any means to escape. When a new saw 
is obtained, it must be " wetted ;" if not, a nail will 
probably be mischievously driven through the 
wood, in order to injure the instrument. « a single 
tear of which," I was informed, '^ will take the 
tenth of an inch off the teeth, and cost 10«. to 
repair the damage." 

Farmers. — The drinking usages of the agricul- 
tural portion of the inhabitants of Ireland do not 
differ greatly in general character from those of 
Scotland. At the last cutting in harvest, at churns, 
(harvest homes,) there is a barbarous and pernicious 
system of drinking ; and upon a variety of other occa« 
sions, there is also a profusion of drink served out 
to labourers by way of diet or refreshment : this, 
however, scarcely comes within the strict line of 
compulsory usage, as we have defined it, for the 
giving of drink at such times proceeds on the 
mistaken notion that it strengthens and fortifies. 
After one labourer had broken his arm in conse- 
quence of the drink his master had given him, 
this employer was in use to serve out coffee instead 
of whisky, with great advantage. 

Agricultural bargains of cattle, grain, and other 
produce, are very generally settled and concluded, 
as in Scotland, over strong drink ; a source of im- 
mense expense, and other pernicious consequences, 
which it looks like national madness to persist in ; 
but the supposed necessity of '^ wet bargain " is 
nearly imiversal, and the usage is unfortunately of 
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great power and extent. Many men, as in Scot* 
land, will not make a sale or purchase out of a 
public-house ; and the same elements of treachery^ 
may be detected in this practice among the Irish 
peasants, as we have before noticed at pp. 21—26. 
In one case I found thata cow, though sold, was not 
delivered till the bargain was " wetted*** 

Tobacco Spinners. — There are some set rules of 
drinking here. " Mornings" are very general, and 
from making it a practice to drink these together, 
they assume the appearance sometimes of compul* 
sory usage, for it will give offence if one man 
refuses to drink with the rest. A glass after break-> 
fast is common, also, as well as before it. This 
seems very sad, and ought to be severely censured, 
some employers wiU say. Let those masters cast the 
first stone here, who do not themselves stimulate 
daily after dinner, and whose wives do not imbibe 
brandied wines before it. One man told me that 
he was glad when his son left the tobacconist trade> 
and enlisted for a soldier : the young man was dis- 
gusted with the drunken tyranny among the hands. 
Coopers, — There are various compulsory usages 
here, also, and penalties for non-compliance, as in 
other trades. One punishment is this : after a man 
has set up the staves of a barrel, before they axe 
bound together by hooping, some of the hands 
mischievously loose the set, and it falls asunder of 
course, and has to be put up again. The appren- 
tice footing is 1/. ; journeyman's is IL or thereabouts* 
In the central parts of Ireland the following seem 
to be rules. No stranger will be admitted into the 
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body unless on payment of 10^. ; this is put into 
tlie general fond, which, with a weekly sum paid by 
each member, goes to support those who are out of 
employment, and who receive 10«. per week for 
six months. At Christmas the surplus is equally 
divided amongst all the members, when it is under- 
stood that such surplus shall be spent in drink. If 
a member works with " a colt," that is, one who 
works under wages, or does not belong to the body, 
he becomes thus subject to such fine as the com- 
mittee of the trade may choose to inflict. As 
regards marriages and births, this trade resembles 
others, and I am given to understand that they 
equal any other in drunkenness. 

Jewellers and Watchmakers. — 'Footings aire usual 
here: from 10*. to IL Is. The other men back the 
principal by a i^maller sum on each occasion. 
Something is expected at marriage. 

Painters. — In this trade there are footings and 
fines as usual ; but at the period of my investigation 
here, there happened to have existed for some time 
a schism in the trade, two conflicting bodies at 
variance with each other, which had for a time, in 
some measure, broken up the general unity of the 
drinking usages among them, and impaired for a 
season their influence. 

Printers, — There is considerable drinking on the 
pay-night among this class. Apprentice's footing, 
about 10*. ; a journeyman on entering " the chapel," 
5*. There are drink fines for breaking the laws of 
** the chapel." If a journeyman marries, he pays 
from &• to a guinea; on the birth of a son he gives 
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a treat ; if a daughter, the other men give him a treat. 
If one man uses type not his own, or calls names, or 
acts improperly to others, then the father of the 
shop calls " a chapel," when the dispute, if any, is 
settled. In getting a new fount of type the men 
subscribe for a drink; on setting up a new office, 
the employer gives a treat. There is the punish- 
ment of " Coventry " on non-compliance, from the 
causes already stated in other trades. 

Lace-makers. — If lace-makers do not give the 
trimmers money to drink, they will, in revenge, 
injure the article: they will rub the lace together, 
and make it soft, and quite tmmarketable. 

Car or Cab-men. — A proprietor of a car must 
pay the others 10s. for drink, on placing his vehicle 
on 'the stand or station for the first time. An 
informant at first refused, but had the wheels taken 
off his car. 

Scriveners* Clerks. — These are said to be habitual 
drunkards: their employment is of that irregular 
character that begets improvident habits. They 
are frequently obliged to sit up all night when there 
is a great pressure of business, especially during the 
law terms, and on such occasions, it seems, they 
must be well supplied with drink. Some of these 
unfortunate, though, generally speaking, educated 
men, have scarcely as much clothing as necessity 
and decency require. When unemployed by the 
scrivener, the poorer classes of them are permitted 
to wait in a public^house, and it is expected by the 
landlord, if they should afterwards be in the receipt 
of a little money, they should come and spend a 
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portion of it in drink. Sometimes he gives them 
credit for drink^ which they pay when employed at 
their husiness. 

Chandlers, — This trade is not a very extensive 
one. They meet generally twice a-week at the 
** house of call, " which here, as in most others, is 
a public-house. The apprentices pay from 5s. to 
lOs.j or even a larger sum, as footing-money; on 
initiation into the body, there is a fee of one guinea 
and a half; and should a member at any time leave 
the body to become a master, and again have to 
return to the trade, he is obliged to pay a similar 
fee; each man when employed has to pay 1^. a 
week to the fund, for the support of those who may 
be unemployed; and this fund is in a great measure 
consumed in drink by the latter, who are continu- 
ally lurking about the *^ house of call.'* If a man 
work more than a certain quantity in the day he is 
fined IZ., and a similar fine is inflicted for various 
other infractions of the rules of trade. Should it 
be discovered that any of the body is working 
under price, measures are taken to have him 
" slated: " those who imdertake the " slating " are 
generaUy all well primed with drink. 

Butchers. — " Whipping the herring, " There is 
a ludicrous custom prevalent among the butchers' 
men in Dublin, bearing the above title, which may 
be considered a drinking usage. On the Saturday 
which closes the seven weeks of Lent, the butchers' 
men decorate one of their number with sheep skins, 
to which are attached the animals' legs, dangling 
about, so as to represent drapery ; over the sheep 
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nkins are put the guts of a pig, which have previously 
been blown, and tied at eyery six inches' distance, 
to appear like chain-work. The individual thus 
arrayed wears a hideous-looking mask, a cocked hat, 
and is mounted on an ass, and carries a wand in his 
hand. He assumes the title of " his majesty," and 
is surrounded by a few others, similarly, though not 
so gorgeously clad, who act as his attendants. One 
of the party holds in his hand a pole, on the sum- 
mit of which are fixed two hoops crossing each 
other perpendicularly, and on the top of these 
again a sheep's head is placed, and a number of 
herrings suspended underneath ; in the other hand 
he holds a small birch broom, with which he 
occasionally strikes the herrings, repeating each 
time the following verse :— 

" We come from Merrin 
To whip the henring, 

And wish you a happy Eitster." 

This singular cortige^ followed by a crowd of the 
lowest rabble, goes from shop to shop, and on each 
repetition of the above doggrel, the laureate of the 
party solicits a contribution, which is usually given 
to get rid of the nuisance, and after a large sum has 
been collected in this way it is spent in whisky. 

Marshalsea Prison. — When an insolvent is put 
into the Marshalsea of Dublin, or sheriff's prison, 
he must give a gallon of whisky and a bag of coalis 
to those who occupy the room into which he is 
placed, otherwise they will not permit him to sleep 
in, or make use of that apartment. The prisoners 
frequently get up mock trials, appoint a lord mayor 
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and sheriff, to try those amongst them who have 
been guilty of any breach of their " prison discipline ;" 
on being convicted, which is invariably the case, 
they must pay a fine which is spent in drink. 

Donnybtook i^aer.— This annual scene of profli- 
gacy and drunkenness is held during the last week 
in August, and is commenced on a Sunday. The 
fidr green is situated at the south-east extremity of 
the suburbs of Dublin. There are generally from 
two to three hundred tents erected, in all of 
which, besides public-houses in the neighbourhood, 
the worst description of whisky is sold; each tent 
is provided with a piper or fiddler, and a board for 
dancing. The £iir is most thronged on the last 
day of its being holden, which is called " Walking 
Sunday:" it is firequented not only by the thieves 
and prostitutes of Dublin, but even by shopkeepers, 
tradesmen, and their wives and children, and by 
domestic servants. Parties are brought out from 
the city in cars at so low a charge as 2d. each per- 
son \ and it is truly pitiable to witness the treatment 
that the miserable, half-starved horses receive from 
the drunken carmen. The extent of crime, disease^ 
and improvidence, resulting from Donnybrook is 
thud described in a tract issued by the Port of 
Dublin Temperance Society. " The week previous 
to Donnybrook fair several hundred pounds are 
drawn from the Savings Banks in this city, beyond 
the amount of any other equal period of the year, 
while the subsequent deposits do not reach the 
customary balance until November; thus proving, 
that even* those who are otherwise provident cannot 
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withstand this ' snare of the devil.' Immediately 
before, and during the fidr, the pawnbrokers do, to 
an extraordinary extent, more business than at any 
other season. Persons who combine cunning with 
their folly, defer the purchase of clothing, and other 
articles, to the week before Donnybrook fair, 
knowing that in the low slop shops, and such like, 
wherein they deal, sales are made that week at a 
sacrifice, to raise money for the fair. It is a &ct, 
that an unusual quantity of whisky is removed firom 
the custom-house during the time of Donnybrook 
&ir, proving that this chiefest of the chief curses 
of Ireland, whisky, runs, as the life-blood, 
through whatever leads to outrage and debauchery, 
penury and woe, in this besotted country. 
Immediately after Donnybrook fair, it is i4vanablf 
observed, that an excessive number of servants are 
out of place. In addition to the above fisu;ts, it 
may be observed, that increased accommodation is 
provided in the hospitals for persons who have con- 
tracted diseases at Donnybrook, many by lying on 
the damp ground all night in a state of inebriation ; 
and a few years ago, one individual, while in this 
state, had his face almost eaten off by a pig. So 
customary has it been hitherto for persons of 
respectability to consider Donnybrook as a place of 
unusual recreation, that many have put off their 
evening parties to enable their servants to go there, 
wd have then, with singular inconsistency, dis- 
missed them from their service because they have 
returned home in a state of drunkenness. It may 
be right to observe, that Alderman Hodge, the 
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late Lord Mayor, has in all probability given a 
death blow to Donnybrook fair, by the energetic 
measures he took of compelling the tent-keepers to 
take down their tents on the Saturday evenii^ 
previous to * Walking Sunday/ which had the effect 
of putting a stop to those drunken orgies wUch 
would inevitably have resulted from its continuance 
during the following week." 

Prince Piickler thus describes this scene: — 
''Donnybrook fair is a kind of popular festival. 
Nothing indeed can be more national ; the poverty, 
the dirt, and the wild tumult, were as great as the 
glee and merriment with which the cheapest plea- 
sures were enjoyed. I saw things eaten and drunk 
with delight, which forced me to turn .my head 
qtdckly away to remain master of my disgust. 
Heat and dust, crowd and stench, made it impos- 
sible to stay long; but these do not annoy the 
natives. There were many hundred tents, all 
ragged like the people, and adorned with tawdry 
rags instead of flags ; many contented themselves 
with a cross on a hoop : one had hoisted a dead 
and half-putrid cat as a sign. The lowest sort of 
rope-dancers and posture-masters exercised their 
toilsome vocation on stages of planks, and dressed in 
shabby finery, dancing and grimacing in the dread- 
ful heat till they were completely exhausted. A 
third part of the public lay, or rather rolled, about 
drunk. Others ate, screamed, shouted and fought. 
The women rode about, sitting two and three upon 
an a9s, pushed their way through the crowd, 
smoked with great delight, and coquetted with 
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their sweethearts. The most ridiculous group was 
one which I should have thought indigenous only 
to Bio de la Plata : — two beggars were seated on a 
horse, who by his wretched plight seemed to sup- 
plicate for them ; they had no saddle, and a piece 
of twine served as reins."* 

House Smiths. — The apprentice footing here is 
IL ; journeymen's footing, 10«. 6d. ; at marriage, 
lOs, GcL ; birth of child, 4«. ; at lighting-up candles 
in the fall, there is a '^ way-goose," or a day's 
wages given to drink. Fines for a dirty shirt and 
beard on Monday, 7d, each. K any one but the 
foreman informs on the men, he is fined from 
10s. 6d. to 1/. About Christmas the men consider 
that they have a right to apply to dealers, who 
furnish raw material, tools, or other articles for 
the shop, and they receive drink-money from then). 
A Samson is a large machine employed in punching ; 
the first time it is used, there is the sum of Is. 3d. 
charged to the user. Informant has seen a Samson 
wetted with two hundred pints of porter. All these 
sums are spent in drink, and greatly more always 
than the regulation sums. There is much coercion 
employed to enforce these usages. Men's clothes 
are put up the ^^ spout ;" slippers and tools are hid ; 
boys are not taught ; men are sent to ^' Coventry." 
One informant said of a recusant, ^^ he may be as 
well out of the world as in it if he don't eomply." 

S<ukUer,.-The apprentice footing ranges from 
lOs. 6d. to 21. The journeymen's footing depends, 
somewhat as the others, on the number of people 

* Tour of a Oennvi Prince. London. P. 20|. 
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in the shop : it averages 5^. or Qs. The meetings 
of the society are kept in a public-house, and a 
considerable quantity of spirits is dxnnY ; because^ 
although twopence only is to be drunk for the 
room, yet many of this trade make a practice of 
retiring to another room^ and of sometimes sitting 
over liquor all night. Some men drink during th^ 
two or three first days of the week^ and do not 
come to work till Thursday. Clever men are 
much caressed by employers, and thus obtaining 
indulgences, acquire habits of drinking. If on^ 
man tell of another to the master, it subjects Iw 
to a drink fine ; this is called '^ sucking the master." 
The necessity of " mugging" the servants of cus- 
tomers is a great grievance in this trade. When 
a farmer buys a set of harness, if the farm servant 
be not " mugged," that is, an allowance of whisky 
given him, he wiU, in many cases, revenge the 
omission by complaining to his master of the 
articles purchased, or by injuring them. It is to 
be remarked that in a great variety of cases, in 
business and domestic life, servants have sometimes 
directly, and often indirectly, a great power of 
patronage in reference to the tradesmen or artifi- 
cers their master shall employ. This patronage is 
often to be bribed and secured by presents and 
treats of liquor. One informant states, that in 
consequence of not ** mugging," he has been 
threatened by the servant that it would be the last 
time his master should buy from him. Another, 
that he has known links taken ofi* the breeches of 
the harness on this account : apd the saddle-cloth 
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gathered up like a ball, in order to gall the skin, 
the blame of which was intended to be laid on the 
saddler. ' When customers complain to this infor- 
mant, it is usual for him to reply, "If I had given 
your men whisky^ all would have been right.** 
Another saddler in a small town was forced to leave 
the place in consequence of a conspiracy of servants 
against him for declining to "mug.** A fourth, 
in moderate business, calculated that this usage 
cost him 1002. a-yeax. Christmas boxes are claimed 
by operative saddlers, from dealers who fiimlsh 
to the shop. The " way-goose "is only now 
occasionally given in this trade : informant has 
known it range according to the size of the shop, 
from ISs. to 6/. 



OF IRELAlfD. 145 



CHAPTER X. 

IRISH USAGES CONTINUED. 

Coachmakers — Tailors — Hatters — Ministers — Catholic Priests— 
Coachmen — Treating^ — ^Domestic Usages — Christenings — Wed- 
dings — Lyke- wakes — FoneEals — Holidays — Kaig'd or Affidavit 
Men — New series of Usages in the Trade-Clubs — Comparison* 
of Irish and Scotch Modes of Inebriation — Estimate of the Poli- 
tical and Social Evils that affect Ireland ; and how far a Tem- 
perance Reformation will eure or diminish them. 

Coachmakers. — In this business the apprentice foot- 
ing has been stated at one guinea; journeymen's 
at 10«. 6{2.9 sometimes Ws. Ad. The men first 
drink the apprentice money, then their own. An 
apprentice is forced to pay the footing by various 
expedients, although he should only be taken on 
trial for three months. If they are dilatory in 
fetching the money, they are jeered at — things are 
thrown at them — they are sometimes beaten, and 
put out of the pale of protection. Footing money 
is frequently given to one particular workman, in 
order to adjust the drink ; and many quarrels arise 
on the subject of his duly accoimting for all the 
cash. One informant has known three days c^ 
idleness occur after a foot-drink. An^apprentice, 

H 
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on being taught the niceties of colouring and var- 
nishing, in one department of this trade, must pay 
" smjma." The first new job the apprentice has 
never done before, costs him 2s, 6d, for drink. At 
marriages and births " socket-money'* is due ; but 
on these occasions the party concerned is not 
obliged to treat the whole establishment, but only 
that department in which he himself is employed, 
which may be in making the body of the carriage, 
inside cloth trimming, or harness ; or in the smith, 
painting, spring, or wheel department. An indi- 
vidual who buys a coach, is subjected to a claim 
from the operatives of the yard : this is called a 
^' kicking the gentleman ;" a deputation is generally 
sent, who observe that the leather is very dry, and 
that it must be wetted — ^with other sallies of that 
kind. A gentleman whose coach is being mended, 
generally gives the helpers in the yard drink^money 
to take care of it. On the sale of a carriage of any 
kind, as the maker commonly warrants its standing 
for a certain time without needing repair, it is 
evident he is in this case. very much in the handed 
of the coachman or groom of the gentleman who has 
purchased the vehicle. Accordingly, advantage 
has been taken of' this circttm9tance to &sten a 
drinking usage; and the coachman must be bribed 
with money or drink, sometimes both, other- 
wise the carriage may be seriously damaged by 
deliberate design, and brought baek to be refitted. 
On one occasion an informant remembered of a 
coaehmaker having words with the postiKon of a 
gentleman to whom he had sold a coach ; and he 
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was so sure that the servant would endeavour to 
injure the carriage in driving out of the yard, that 
he declined tojpermit him to do so ; and the pur- 
chaser having come personally, on explanation, 
drove home the caniage himself. 

Another informant states, that on a particular 
occasion, when a. coachman received 2L instead of 
5L &., he put. the coach into salt water, and thus 
took off the varnish ; whereby the maker not only 
suffered a loss in repairing, but his profesaonal 
character was so fiur endangered. At another time 
he has known a lai^e pin or nail introduced between 
the leaves of the spring, which, by the continual 
motion, in due time caused k to break across ; — 
the nail or pin fell out, and no one. knew how the 
accident happened. It is obvious,, however, that 
where so large a sum as 51. 5sm is given, it is not 
all to be considered as drink money ; but the coach- 
man is often treated with drink besides, during the 
time a carriage is building. 

.At Christmas the operatives in the coach<^building 
manufactories receive drink money from those who 
supply articles to the yard ; such as fornishers of 
varnish, of timber, of iron, and other articles. The 
trade societies generally meet inpublic^houses, and 
drink for the benefit of the house. 

Extra work is generally paid by the employers 
with drink ; this, I have been informed,, is what 
draws them afterwards to the public-house like a 
magnet. One informant has seen them go on the 
ramble in consequence of this foolish and mistaken 
indulgence, and not return for two days.^ The same 
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informant has known a boy who rdused to pay the 
footing, very ill used, and remaining, in conse- 
quence, [ignorant of the business, and obHged at 
the expiration of his apprenticeship to article him- 
self out afresh to a new master. 

The same evils we have formerly noticed as 
attending the payment of wages, have place in this 
trade also. One informant has often known mea 
robbed in coming home from the pay-tables ; he 
has known SOs. and a watch taken from a com- 
panion in that way. It is a common thing for 
pick-purses to come about on the pay-night, and 
in pretending to help the druid^en operatives home, 
to use the opportunity of rifling them. The first 
thing men do on the pay-night, is to strike off their 
week's score at the public-house where the money 
is paid or divided, or change obtained ; and then 
they drink for the good of the house. 

The penalties for refusing or delaying the usage 
money, are much the same as in other trades ; tools 
are hid, work is spoiled during absence ; boys are 
cuffed about, or sent home ; clothes are cut, put 
" up the spout," or sleeves taken off. One infor- 
mant has seen men, for "pure greed" of having a 
footing, put themselves for days out of work. 
Another has seen men set to fight, and being 
stripped for that purpose, their clothes were pawned 
and the proceeds dnmk. 

Tailors, — These have the journeymen's and 
apprentice footings, which last varies with the 
circumstances of the parent and the number of men 
in the shop. Something is expected at expiration 
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of apprenticeship^ at marriages^ and births of chil- 
dren; in most cases something is added by the 
other men to increase the drink money. Most large 
shops are paid at a public-house^ or iii such a 
manner as to cause men to repair thidier on the 
pay-night. The first thing generally done is to pay 
the Week's score. There are drink fines for dirty linen 
or unshaven chfns on Monday morning; " smyma 
pots " are charged for teaching difficult work; new 
clothes of an artificer's own require to be " wetted." 
In disputing regarding the payment of fines or 
footings, the men will sew up the sleeves of a coat, 
or take possession of the shoes and other apparel of 
the recusant, and hide them : the man is thus put 
into awkward and disagreeable circumstances; the 
points of his scissors will be snapped off; a trian- 
gular hole wiU be cut in the rim of his hat; his 
handkerchief will be knotted, by two men using all 
their strength, so as to make it difficult to imdo. 
There are a variety of other penalties; and the last 
resort would be a turn-out of all the men against 
the non-conformist. One informant expressed 
himself thus : " If money on these occasions is 
refused or deferred, there is much talk, taunting, 
and ridicule; a man's life is made a complete pur- 
gatory, more real than the one spoken of by the 
priest." A workman once came from London, poor 
and destitute, witii scarcely a shoe on his foot; but 
the very first money that this unfortunate earned 
was appropriated by the cruel usage for drink to 
the men, though he could not pay his night's 
lodging. Friendly societies in this trade being 
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held in public-houses, is a great s6urce of unmiti^ 
gated evil. One grand difficulty of obtainii]^ the 
assi^tanc^ of masters, in this and some other trades, 
in order to procure the abrogation of drinking 
usage amdng the operatives, is, that the masters 
being accustomed to frequent drinking themselves, 
and entrilmmelled by their own usages, cannot, with 
much regard to consistency, demand conduct from 
their men, to which their owti customs daily run 
counter. '^ Drinking eustoms flourish by means of 
influenitial members of society ; and when, by means 
of such bale&l usages, one after another goes to 
the drunkard's own place, and is lost for evermore, 
his blood is in their skirts who countenance such 
practices. A jug of jiunch sent down from the 
parlour to the kitchen, makes a long and eloquent 
speech, which all well understand. We seem to 
wish to connect all that is kind, hospitable, and 
eiigaging, with drinking spirits."* 

Hatters. — ^The usages are much the same as those 
in Scotland of the same trade. *^ Is a hatter on the 
tramp, ^n each hat-manufactory he visits he 
demands, as his right, a sum for drink; and some, 
if not all of the workmen, retire with him, of course, 
to the house of call, to assist him in spending it. 
It hatters desire wages in advance, to supply their 
rage for spirituous liquors, their masters gratify 
them, but not in cash: they give them hats at ISs. 
or 14f. each — these they sacrifice for a few shillings. 
He may go on the pay-night to the whisky-shop to 
get payment of a pound note; he must pay for the 

* London Temperance Advocate. 
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change by drinking a little, and tkis is often the 
x^ommencement of a debauch continued through 
Sunday I Monday, and Tuesday. ^ Go home/ said 
one of the nightly watch to a wretched, ragged 
woman, who was kno^cking at the door of a hatter's 
house .of can,- very eaarly on a Sabbath morning; 
^ go home, and don*t disturb the neighbourhood^' 
.' How«an I go home?' said the miserable woman ; 
* Sure my husband is here^ and the money which 
should feed my starving children is here; and can I 
go home to; a house without food or fire, to my 
childapen cryingwith hunger, and I have nothing to 
give them ?"♦ 

Minuters of the Gospel, — " An elder told, that 
in every one of thirteen houses, visited in a single 
day by him and his minister, a full gla»3 -of 
^irituous Bquor was pressed upon each of them, 
with such earnestness, that without having been 
ieonsideired guilty of a wide breach of hospitality, 
they could ndt revise, at least, to taste. Some time 
since, a minister, lately ordained, called on an elder ; 
the old patriarch expressed extreme regret that he 
had, unfortunately, no whisky in the house; again 
£fiQd again during the visit,, he recurred to the subject, 
and. at p^trting said with much sincere feeling, 
' Well, well, I am now above seventy y«ars of age, 
and the like of this never happened to me before, that 
a gospel minister should leave my house without 
having tasted a single drop of whisky.' I have seen 
many hands stretched up to the platform on a day 
of ordination, to congratulate a young minister on 

* London Temperance Advocate. 
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his uaion with a warm-hearted and admiring people. 
I h^ve^ seen that young man, so full of hope, 
converted into a degraded s^pt^ banished from the 
ministry, banished from society — ^the grave has 
closed oyer the rest. Was he naturally addicted to 
stroiig driok? Did drunkards lead him asttay 2 No. 
•Who then were his murderers? The tale is short: 
bis own congregation did the deedy<by mrging drink 
on him £Fom house to house — ^by getting, him to 
.preside at their social meetings; he fell gradually, 
but the eyes of his firiends were not opened — their 
temptation continued. . He lies low now:> a widow 
and orphans bear his infamy; and though no, stone 
.Tecoi;ds the manner of his death, yet by the hand of 
truth it is written, as with a pen of iron and lead 
in the rock for ever, — * Murdered by his own eongre- 
^gation!' Ms it not a shame for you,' said a minister 
;of the gospel to a notorious drunkard, ' .to be thus 
.getting drunk at public markets? could you not 
stay at home decently, and take a comfortable 
glass or two, with your family beside you V * Would 
•you have me make a beast of. myself altogether,' 
was the drunkard's indignant reply, * to sit, and 
.drink alone?'"* 

Station held by a Roman Catholic Priest at a 
peasanf 8 dwelling, for the purposes of confession 
and absolution. 

"Immediately after the conversation already 
detailed, between his Reverence and Phaddy, the 
latter sought Katty, that he might communicate to 
her the unlucky oversight which they had com- 

. * London Temperance Advocaf^e. 
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mitted, in neglecting to provide fresh beef and wine. 

* We'll be disgraced for ever/ said Phaddy, * without 
e'er a bit of mutton or a bottle of wine for the 
gentlemen, and Parrah More Slevin had. both.' 

* And I hope/ replied ELatty, * that you're not so 
mane as to let any of that faction outdo you in 
dacency, the nagerly set ! ' * It is not,' says he, 

* altogether for the sake of Father Philemy, but I 
would not have the neighbours say I was near and 
undacent; and, above all things, I would not be 
worse nor the Slevins — for the same set would 
keep it up agin us long enough !' In the course of 
a short time, Phaddy despatched two messengers, 
one for the wine, and another for the mutton; and 
that they might not have cause for any unnecessary 
delay, he gave them the two reverend gentlemen's 
horses, ordering them to spare neither whip nor 
spur till they returned. This was a grateful com- 
mand to the messengers, who, moreover, took the 
great coats of the priests, as the day had changed 
and threatened rain. Accordingly they set off, 
jostling one another, and cutting each other's horses 
as if they had been intoxicated; which, owing to 
the liberal distribution of the bottle that morning, 
they were not very far from. * Bless us !' exclaimed 
the country people, as they passed, * what on earth 
can be the matter with Father Philemy and Father 
Con?' But their astonishment was not a whit 
lessened, when in about an hour afterwards they 
perceived them both return; the person who repre- 
isented Father Con having an overgrown leg of 
mutton slung behind his back, like an Irish harp, 

H 3 
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reckless of its inctiDn against his Reverence's coal^' 
wfaidi it' had completely saturated with grease ; and 
the duplicate of Fath^ Philemj, with a sack over 
his shoulders^ in the bottom of which was half a 
dozen of Mr. McLaughlin's best port. « ♦ ♦ 
" * Me an enemy to the Bible !' said Father Philemy, 
^ No such thing) sir. But, captain, begging your 
pardon, we'll have nothing more about the Bible ; 
you see we are met here as friends and good Mows, 
to enjoy ourselves after the severity of our spiritual 
duties, and we must relax a little. Come, Parrah 
More, give us a song.' After a few songs, ' Parrah,' 
said Phaddy, (the landlcxrd,) ' you must try my wine. 
I hope it's as good as you gave his Reverence 
yesterday.' Hereupon, Father Philemy burst into 
a fit of laughing, chipping dnd rubbing his hands. 
* O Phaddy, Phaddy,' shouted his Reverence, 
laughihg heartily, ' I done you for once, I done 
you, my man, cute as you thought yourself.' * What 
does your Reverence mane V said Phaddy. * I gave 
his Reverence no wine,' said Parrah More, ^ no, iuir 
mutton.' Phaddy now looked over to his Reverence 
rather sheepishly, with the smile of a man on his 
face who felt himself foiled. * Well,' says he, ' I'm 
only sorry I have not now as much more, to treat 
you all like gentlemen; but there's some yet, and 
as much punch as wiU mdke all our heads come 
round.' Our readers must assist us with their own 
imagination, and suppose the conversation to have 
passed very pleasantly, and the night, as well as the 
guests, to be somewhat /ar gone. The influence of 
the bottle was now felt, and the conversation 
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absolutely blew a gale» whereiil bearty laugbter, 
good strong singiiigy loud argument, and general 
good humour, blended into one uproarious peal of 
hilarity. Pbaddy, in particular, melted into a spirit 
of the most unbounded benevolence, that would 
embrace the whole human race. ' Come, jinteels,' 
said he, ' spates nothing here, there's lashings of 
every kind; trate yourselves dacent, and don't be 
saying that ever my Other's son was nagerly. 
Death alive, Father Con, what are you doing? 
Why bad manners to me! if that'll sarve any 
how. Here's all yer healths, and from the very 
veins of my heart yer welcome here. ' 

* 111 not go, Con,' said Father Philemy, 'I tell 
you I'll not go, till I sing anoiher song. Phaddy, 
you're a prince-^but where's the use of lighting 
more candles now, man, than you had in the 
beginning of the night? Is Captain Wilson gone? 
then peace be with him: it's a pity he wasn't on 
the right side, for he's not the worst of them. 
Phaddy, where are you? Good night, and may our 
blessing sanctify you all.' ' Grood night. Father 
Con, a hagin,' replied Katty, ' and for goodness' 
sake see that they take care of Father Philemy, for 
it's himself that's the blessed and holy crathur, and 
the pleasant jintehnan out and out.' ' Good night, 
Katty,' again repeated Father Con, as the cavalcade 
proceeded, * good night 1'"* — Carlton^s Traits. 

^ I hare been, in general, anxiom to obtain real anecdotes, 
and actual facta, to illustrate and demonstrate the customs in the 
investigation in which we are engaged. When in Iceland, howerer, 
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Coachrwn. — *^ * What is the reason/ said some 
young appreutices to the driyer of a stage-coach^ 
* that you are always drunk?' * m.tell you/ says 
he; ^ I get a great. many commissions; one gives 
me; a letter to carry, another a little parcel; and in 
executing these, one thanks me and gives me a 
glass; another pays me, and gives me a glass; a 
third does not like to give so decent-looking a man 
as myself the price of a glass, nor to give me so 
much as sixpence, so he gives me a glass; and thus 
everyjday I am drunk.' " 

" ' He is a very steady coachman,' said a gentle- 
man to a &iend ; * I assure you, though I pressed 
him very much to take a glass of spirits, he refused.' 
The coachman here acted well, but the other acted 
but a fool's part: had he been overset on some 
occasion by a coachman whom he . had tempted to 
drink, he had only earned a just reward."* 

Treating. — " * Well, have you read the tract?' 
said a benevolent individual to a drunken Irish 
hawker of fish. * That I have, yqur honour, and 
I am detarmined to drink no more spirits at all, at 
till, barring what I gets from the ladies; and your 
honour's self, you knpw, can't refuse the ladies.' " 

'' An individual, now. an opulent merchant, at 

I was told by several individuals, on whose judgment I could rely, 
that Mr. Carlton's " Traits " were not only eminent for vividness 
of delineation, but true to the facts and circumstances of Irish life. 
The authors of an Encyclopaedia haveiiad no hesitation in quoting 
the romances of chivalry as good evidences of the laws and customs 
-of knighthood; and, if I mistake not, more than- one moral philo- 
sopher has cited " Shakespeare ". in support of certain views of the 
operations of tUb human miad. * London Temperance Advocate. 
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first settling in his present residence, was much 
teazed and annoyed by incessant pressing of his 
acquaintance to step into this and the other dram 
shop, and taste a drop of something. He was 
advised by one to refuse, but remarked, * They were 
so pressing, and so kind, as that flesh and blood 
could not refuse them.' * Well, then, take their 
treats, give none in return, and come away.' * I'll 
try,' quoth he; and the plan succeeded to admira- 
tion. He could soon walk through the length aiid 
breadth of his neighbourhood, and find nobody to 
offer him a glass.- 

We shall proceed now to consider those drink- 
ing Usages of the Irish which are less couQected 
with handicrafts ^and business, and more with 
domestic life. 

I have had no sufficient opportunity of discover- 
ing the rules of courtesy in drinking here, or the 
multifarious niceties in the complaisance of drink- 
ing life, especially among the poorer classes. I 
must trust to this topic being opened up and 
exposed in due time, when the subject of drinking 
usage will be better understood, and its importance 
better appreciated, than it is at present. With 
regard to the rites and ceremonies of drinking, in 
the richer ranks, they do not seem to difier much 
from those of the sister countries, in which liquor 
is a chief symbol and instrument of courtesy. 
Some observations, therefore, on drinking at visits 
and other occasions, we shall postpone ; and I shall 

* London Temperance Advocate. 
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make. a few quotations to illustrate the convivial 
practices at christenings, weddings, and funerals^ 
As to Christenings: — 

** Whenever thej got a young one dmstened^ 
they'd be sure to have a whole lot of the neighbours 
at it; and surely some of the young ladies, or 
Master George or Frederic, from the big house, 
should stand gossip, and have the child called after 
them. Then they should have tea enough to serve 
them, and loaf bread, and punch ; and, though 
Larry should sell a sack of seed oats or seed potatoes 
for to get it, no doubt but there would be a bottle 
of wine to treat the young ladies or gentlemen/'* 

With regard to Weddings :— 

'* So as the brid^oom's share of the expense 
always is to provide the whidr^, I am sure, for the 
honour and glory of taking the blooming young 
creature from the great lot of bachelors that were 
all breaking their hearts about her, I couldn't do 
lessnor Sxidi the thing dacently. Knowing, beside^, 
the high doings that the Finnigans would have of 
it, for they were always looked upon as a family 
that never had their heart in a trifle, when it would 
come to the push. So, you see, I and my brother 
Mickey, my cousin Tom, and Dominie Nulty, went 
up. into the mountains to Tim Cassidy's still-fapuse, 
where we spent a glorious day, and bought fifteen 
gallons of 8tu£^ that one drop of it would bring the 
tear, if possible, to a young widdy's eye, that had 
berried a bad husband. Indeed, this was at my 
father's bidding, who was not a bit behindhand 

* Carlton*8 Traits. 
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with any bf them in cutting a splash. Surely, 

better stuff never went down the red lane^ than 

the same whisky. 

♦ • • « 

" We set off in great style and spirits, ftdly bent 

on winning the bottle We were 

now ^urtyweU, I ihaidc you, as to liqudr: and as 
the knot was tied, and all safe, there was no end to 
oiir good spirits; so, when we took the road, the 
m^ were in high blood; the women, too, were in 
blood, having faces upon them, with the heat of the 
day and the liquor, as full as trumpeters*. There 
was now a great jealousy among them that were 
beht for winning the bottle, till we came in sight 
of Dumbhill, where we were to start. And now 
you might see the men fixitig themselves in their 
saddles, sacks, and suggawns; and women tying 
kerchiefs and shawls about their caps and bonnets, 
to keep them &om flying off, and then gripping 
their fore riders hard and fast by the bosoms. 

The word was given, and off 

they scoured through thick and thin, in a cloud of 
^list like a mist about lis; but it was k mercy that 
life was not tramped out of some of us; for before 
we ^ad gone fifty perches, one third of them were 
sprawling a-top of one another on the road. As 
for flie women, they went down right and lefl, 
sometimes bringing the horsemen with them, and 
many getting bloody noses on the stones. Some of 
them being half blind with the motion and the 
whisky, turned off the wrong way, and galloped on, 
thinking they had completely distanced the crowd. 
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" These ' being the preliminaries^ it is easy to 
imagine what the end was likely to be.*"* 

With regard to the Lyke-wake, or corpse- 
watching: — 

^' In the mean time^ the neighbours had been all 
raised to search for him : and it was the second day 
after, that Sally was standing looking out of her 
own door towards the mountains, expecting that 
every man with a blue coat upon him might be 
Larry, when she saw a crowd of people coming 
down the hills ; her heart leaped to her mouth, and 
she sent Dick, her eldest son, to meet him. ^ Come 
here, Dick,' says his uncle. * God help you, my 
poor Bouchall, it's you that's to be pitied this 
blessed and sorrowful day.' He was saved the 
trouble of breaking the dismal tidings to poor 
Sally; for as she stood watching the crowd, she saw 
a door carried upon their shoulders, with something 
like a man stretched upon it. She turned in, 
feeling as if a bullet had gone through her head, 
and sat down with her back to the door. At last, 
she ventured to take another look out . . . . 
Tom just entered in time to prevent her and the 
child she had in her arms from falling on the floor. 
She had seen enough, God help her! for she took 
to labour that instant, and in about two hours 
after was stretched a corpse beside her husband. 
That was the end of Larry McFarland and Sally 
Lowry. 

« * Well, Tom, about the wake!' 

* Cariton'8 Traits. 
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. " * Ocb, och! that was a merry wake. . . . 
There was full and plenty of the best over them. 
. . . . When the corpses were washed and 
-dressed, they looked uncommonly well, considering. 
Larry, indeed, did not bear death so well as Sally ; 
but you could not meet a purtier corpse than she 
was in a day's travelling. When they were washed 
and dressed, their friends and neighbours knelt 
down round, them, and offered up a pater and an 
ave apiece^ for the good of their souls; when this 
was done they all raised the keening , stooping over 
them at half-bend, clapping their hands and praising 
them, as &r as they could say anything good of them ; 
and, indeed, the creatures, they were never any 
one's enemy but their own, so that nobody could 
say ill word of any of them.' 

" ' After the first keening, the friends and neigh- 
bours took their seats about the corpses. In a short 
time, whisky, pipes, snuff and tobacco came, and 
every one about the place got a glass and a fresh 
pipe. After this the neighbours began to flock in 
more generally. When any relation of the corpses 
would come in, as soon as they would get inside 
the door, they'd raise the shout of a keening, and 
all the people about the dead would begin along 
with them, stooping over them, and clapping their 
hands as befbre. 

** ^As soon as night came, all the young boys 
and girls from the country side about them flocked 
to it in scores. In a short time the house was 
crowded; and maybe there wasn't laughing and 
jstory-telling, and singing and smoking, and drinking 
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and coyingy all going on helter-skelter together. 
When they would be all in fvSi chorus this way^ 
maybe some new friend or relation, that, wasn't 
there before, would come and raise the keening-^ 
of coorse the youngsters would then keep quiet^*— 
and as soon as the person that came in would raise 
the keening, the folks would rise up, begin to pdt 
their hands together, and cry along with him, till 
their eyes would be as red as ferrets. That once 
over, they would sit down again to their songs and 
diversion; the other would get a glass or two and 
a pipe, and in a few minutes would be as merry as 
the best of them. 

*' ' In one comer you might see a knot oi ould 
men sittmg together, talking over old times, ghost 
stories, fidry tales, or the Great Rebellion of Forty- 
one, or the story of Laitlh Dearg or the !BIobdy 
Hand: there they'd sit smoking, their faces quite 
pleased with the pleasure of the pipe; amusing 
themselves and a crowd of people. 

** * In another comer there was a ditferent set: 
the boys would be sure to get beside their sweet- 
hearts anyhow ; and if there was a pretty girl, it's 
there the skroodging, and the pushing, and the 
shoving, and the knocking down itself, would be 
about seeing who'd get her. The very gorsoonis 
and girshahs were coorting away among themselves, 
and learning one another to smoke, in the dark 
comers. By eleven at night the house got too 
throng entirely; so off we set to Tom's bam, that 
was red up for us, there to commence the plays: 
and by the hokey, such sport you never saw. 
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The £rst play wq began wns. hot loof, tbeu sitting 
i^ogue, then marrying, then weds or forfeits, then 
the priest of the parish, then the horns or painter, 
add last of all the silly ould mto.' *'* 

As to Funerals, we shall present the IbUowing 
extracts: — • 

'* A lad having been tempted by bad companions 
to drink to excels, died in consequence. His poor 
father, mth a SDrrowfiil heart, placed him in an 
early grave, who ought, in the usuial course of nature, 
to have closed his parent's eyes, and done the last 
duties to him. A wdl-disposed temperance gentle- 
tnan (ignorant of the power of usage) took the 
c^pportunity of strcmgly urging the old man to 
dispense witii the custom of giving liquor at the 
funer^. * Why,' said he,/ encourage the presence 
off that which was the ruin of your boy, the direct 
eau9e of his death?' * OchI how could I be so 
dishtmourable as to give my poor child a dty 
funecal?' was the reply. In flEuK;, it was too much 
to e^ect firoin general human nature. Hence, we 
see of how much consequence combination is in 
nmtters of this kind. One individual can rarely 
ccmtrovert any usage that is frequent among his 
dass."f 

. " A short time sihce^ a very worthy man travelled 
to a considerable distance, to attend the funeral of 
his venerable mother. She had died in the house 
of a relation ; and ev^y means which common sense 
and religion could suggest was employed, to induce 
him to have no spirit<lxinking at her wake or 

* Carlton's Traits. f Memorandum made near Belfast 
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funeral. AII9 however, was in vain : it is the custom 
of the country to have whisky, and he dared not 
break through established usage. The whisky was 
provided, and one of the consequences was, that the 
son of the deceased, and some other relations, were 
obliged to take refuge in a neighbouring house, to 
escape firom the blasphemy, uproar) and violence, 
at the house where the corpse lay."* 

'^ In many parts of Ireland, this custom has 
become so prevalent and monstrous, that poor 
families are, in many cases, loaded with debt for 
years, by providing whisky for the multitudes who 
assemble at wakes and funerals. It is not unusual 
to see a keg of whisky carried to the churchyard, 
and assault and battery is a common termination. 

"A drunkard broke his leg, and having in the 
hospital secretly received whisky, re-fractuted His 
leg and died. His body was carried to the house 
of his widow, who was a good and pious woman. 
Some of her friends assembled, and entreated her 
not' to give spirits at the wake or funeral of her 
drunken husband. She listened patiently, with a 
strong mental conflict, and at length said, * You 
know how I hate liquor, and have good reason : 
but oh! could I ever hold up my face, and have it 
said, that I sent my poor husband's corpse away 
from me without having given a single glass of 
spirits ? No, no, I could do any thing but break 
through the customs of the country.' A minister 
went to this house of mourning, to endeavour that 
improvement should be made on the occasion; he 

* London Temperance Advocate. 
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stumbled over a drunken man. on the floor, and 
another was lying across the coflin,"* 

On this case we may remark, that nothing but 
combination could have the effect of releasing the 
inhabitants of this district from such thraldom as 
this ; and that it was quite nugatory to attempt to 
stem the universal usage in a single case, without 
explanation to the district, and without any attempt 
at joint measures. We shall give another extract : — 

" On the tombstones near Kelly's grave, men and 
women were seated, smoking tobacco to their very 
hearts' content; for they had brought out large 
quantities of cut tobacco, whisky, and bunches of 
pipes; as they say, * God be merciful to the soul 
of him this pipe was over.' 

" When we went in, the punch was already 
reeking from immense wUte jugs, that couldn^t 
hold less than a gallon each. ^ Now,' said his 
Reverence, very properly, * you have had a decent 
and creditable funeral; let me request, therefore, 
that you veill not get drunk; but be moderate in 
what you take, and go home peaceably.' * Why, 
your Reverence,' replied the vridow, * he's now in 
his grave, and, thank God, it's he that had the 
dacent funeral — ten good gallons did we put on 
astore! and it's yourself that liked the dacent 
thing, anyhow. But sure, sir, it would shame him 
where he's lying, if we disregarded him so £eu: as to 
go home vnthout bringing in our friends, that didn't 
desert us in our trouble, and treating them for 

* London Temperance Advocate. What has been quoted from 
the London Temperance Advocate was, I believci furnished to it 
by Dr. Edgar. 
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their kindness.' So we left them just setting in to 
a hard bout of drinking."* 

In Ireland, hoHdays are often used as apologies 
for drinking; and there is a species of compulsion 
used in various cases, which excites drinking at 
Easter, Christinas, Shrove Tuesday, Hallowe'en^ 
Queen's birthnlay, and Pensioners' pay-day. *^ Affi- 
davit men,'^ that is, those who have bound themselves 
not to drink for a certain time, usuaily close their 
term on one of these days, and then indulge in the 
n^ost plentiful effusioi^s of whisky. The grand 
difference, therefoife, betw;een an affidavit man and 
one who .joins a Temperance Society is, that the 
former deliberately intends^ at some set futujce 
time, to return to his hkbits of inebriation; while 
the latter is actuated by no such advised intention: 
the fixture course of each, therefore, may reasonably 
be expected, or at least hoped^ to vary. Not 
unfrequently, also, the affidavit, or ^^ kaig'd " men, 
as they are also called, make some flaw in their 
obligation, so as upon an occasion to be quit of 
their bond. Thus a' gentleman, one day passing a 
pot-house, saw a party drinking whisky "within, but 
one of their number sat outside, and at due time& 
received a glass out at the window: this man had 
" kaig'd " before the priest, that he would not. 
drink within the walls of any house for a certain time. 

I have stated before^ at page 117, that there 
seems to exists somewhat extensively^ a third series 
of usages, which has been established, not by use 
and wont, but^inthe regulation of triides' clubs, and 

• Carlton's Traits. 
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unions. I have not had sufficient opportunity of 
examining the regulations of those societies; and, 
have already said, that it is not my intention here 
to enter into any discussion of their merits, unless 
in so far as they impose drink usage. In the 
printed regulations of one trade club, revised in 
1825, the following amercements occur : " If any 
man leave a shop on a lawful occasion, and leave 
work unfinished, no man to finish said work under 
a fine of IL to be spent in drink in the shop." The 
same fine occurs for deceiving his shopmates, or 
denying his wages. There is an allowance of drink 
to delegates each night of meeting. There are ten 
other occasions, when men shall be fined in sums 
varying from 1/. to 1^. 4rf., to be spent in drink in 
their own shop; and these besides the fines that go 
to the stock of the society. 

I need not inform my readers, that it was with 
sentiments of considerable pain and apprehension 
I first discovered this new department of convivial 
usage, added to the two former series ; evincing 
in the great mass of the inhabitants a spirit of de- 
termined resolution to continue the pernicious use 
of strong stimulants, and a settled conclusion ar- 
rived at, to wind the chains of drinking custom 
in the most impregnable manner throughout the 
whole conduct and economy of society. 

I trust the time is not &r distant, when the 
learned, the wise, the benevolent, the influential in 
the nation, amid all classes, ranks, and stations, will 
awaken to a just and deep consideration of the 
terrible importance of the whole of this subject ; 
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• 

and that it shall not be left for one individual to 
travel the length and breadth of the land^ to fight 
the battle single-handed; having little help hitherto 
from the agency of man, and trusting only in that 
Providence, who, it may be, grieved with the 
enormous load of national sin, which in this respect 
we have piled up, leaves us to the perilous guid- 
ance of our own devices. 

GENERAL OBSERVATIONS ON IRELAND. 

Although Ireland is dishonoured by possessing:* 
the character of a nation remarkable for intemper- 
ance, yet it does not appear from the revenue re- 
turns that nearly the same proportionate quantity 
of ardent spirits is consumed here as there is in 
Scotland. It is probable that the smaller wages of 
the working classes in Ireland prevents the con- 
tinuous clockwork system of daily inebriation so 
prevalent in North Britain. It seems likely, that 
it is more on what may be called important occa* 
sions the Irish drink, with considerable intervals 
of sheer sobriety between. And, from. their na- 
turally excitable and buoyant disposition, .they 
manifest the outward guise of inebriation, and its 
external results, more vividly than their less com- 
bustible neighbours; for drunkenness smoulders 
often in sUent ardour among the "perfervidum 
genus Scotorum," whereas in Ireland it inclines 
perpetually to break forth into action and revelry. 

It is not easy for a stranger to make any 
satisfactory estimate of the state of human life in 
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Ireland ; the |>oints to which attenticm ought to he 
directed in such, an investigation are so Tarious^ the 
testimonies so conflicting, and the evils so icompli- 
cated. Andy on the other hand, the natives Beem 
in general to have their judgments so. dislocated, 
and their passions so maddened towards eadi other, 
in the strife of politics, religion, faction of families 
and clans, and other indescribable sources of 
discord, that they seem nearly as capable of 
settling their own quarrels, as would be the in- 
habitants of a well-filled asylum of lunatics ; all of 
whom sore equally unreasonable, and all equi- 
^tant from truth, though in a perplexing variety 
of directions. 

Nor are reflections of this nature merely dis- 
cursive and inadmissible in the consideration of 
our present subject, as I hope to make appear. 

The temporal evils that afflict Ireland have been 
stated in part to arise from the following causes :-*- 
Want of capital .among the poorer classes ; want of 
favourable opportunity for the employment of the 
capital of the richer sorts, arising from the turbu- 
lent nature of the people, and the danger to life 
and property of those who would otherwise be 
likely to apply their means to the improvement of 
land, and furtherance of manufacturing and com- 
mercial enterprise ; the deep and savage ignorance 
that prevails among the mass of the people ; the 
lawless nature of the populace, their proneness to 
resist legal restraint, their indifference to the ex- 
penditure of human life, their recklessness and 
WMit of care and consideration for consequences ; 

I 
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, ithojDcmtjy W9et and imc^^ttpBablfrrsj^^sj^oB fi-^^bAk 
and debate that exist in Ireland;, t^ £(iglM^i9e« 

..4midM0}r ^f thevWpr}dng.,^f9i]j|ii#|ii;^>-ai»dl the 
fiqtmvw^t £ital i&teA3ijb3r af leoasqmtitioA fcyfjl^d 

To wbat buinuui source, maai Irdaa4 tvm^ & 
ireiwdy &r tl49 coi^gems of e^ito? . JS^yjpsry,v^^tf& in 

, jtl^e tlvr^ kingdpinB e^claim9,-r:to,£4iarliMiraW li^e 
(^]ifti:|9&taui)l 80U|rce of cip:ei« tbei l)J^^»?Rt ^s^tifiMli^CHial 
^authority ,of the ewpire. 

But aft^ allj <ind adnMjtljng the aolenuai a41 tbere 
20 oi^ padiament to mako eveiypiQasible att9^9i|^/to 
allay the^ fearful and adgaowledged nn'sriniftfij 
can parliament create capital among< Ika j^crrer 
4a^3e8 1 Can it affi)rd papotest^tioii jlo tbe.fa^rii^ts 
of any English Joint $tock Connpmy whoiJa^iflht 
propose to drain the bogp of Ireland ? Cm.(ii;,<f^i|ce 
educatipi^ on the inhabitants, or can it eYeivl(<^.tn- 
dDfied to try 2 Can it iofuse a love pf offd§^ among 
the people, and subdue their uawjllingnif^ fif spirit 
to submit to the yoke even of equitable h.yf^?^, («aii 
it prev^nit the rabid, pninteUigible stri£& a^n/Hig 

, dans and Actions ? Can it introduce 4 wisj^^i^mus 
foresight among the people, which wjUl piipei^nt 
premature marriages, and the growth of a.. i^a$k>u 
always trembling on the verge of fitpune* ap^.j^n- 
tangled in the inconceivable hprrcors erf a recljitadhnt 
population ? Queen, lords and oomm ws, t}^ IHU- 
versities, the church, the prc^ssiipns, aU tb^ ^gAr 
cultural, all the tradiing interests, the whol^ ffi^itK 
learning, and political ppwer of the empu?Qjj ^Ifrtin, 
after vast endeayOiurs^ to be able to ^^qtTeqrilittle 
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' >>^ti[ itiue^lkmate ' T^,^ oan- ^w *iMs < df^tibh" of 

affai]!»witli !zidi£ferenoe ; and no one t^'&pkfti&A 

f^mSbMhi'^^hi^^^ IfileV Without 

aiftorer^ak oi^&t^Bacfx^dhQ&mf m het mbsi ^tfdo 

Av^ • ii&AMUa^i ^'tind p^hja^» wiiliotit afdiid 

^ Vagtd&^^bf tfa<yi^t aoKing all the ^kits of ^ffi- 

culty connected with her' extraofdinary cdttdttidh j 

^^^^M^#ith6fd('MiiB^ itidef^^ memtd pnopo^k and 

" ^itifiMis 'ih lihe ii^y tdf cure; I do 'not deny tmy o%il 

^ «hibe<*6f sctch, ptg]:iiiap» in piai^y cafies^ profi^ss 

' 'ttpeeukfiotis';' uei^eptheless in the multk^iide' x>f 

tiMl^tB-vothiny I le^Vfrthe reader to jiidge ivhetlier 

MMilaa'iiot natural that I shotild ocoflCBiclnally itididge 

te' traits of thought and meditations such as the 

^fdftdidng^ -' - ' 

' Since want of capital among the poorer classei^ is 

one of the evils of this country^ is there clny sotBrce 

< <^ prodoctiony or irathev of reproductioii^ niis^pKed, 

'b^t*that might otherwise go to the pni^habe' of 

- ioa^meist& of husbandry aad mann&ictufiei t^tbe 

ftiMaag and draining of patches ^of - land; and/ to 

•'•dcnileilic fbrmtore^ and houamfff How imany 

'^mSlionS' aape:«pent needlessly in ardent ^irits' by 

' ^iSkb *po6rest ranks ; t& how much Would ten years 

'<ltf this kist oapital amount;; and what wonM be its 

'¥q»rodkicttons during tha:t' time ? ' ^Foi? at. present, 

•iii^&r as that goes^ it might bs weU^b^ throwki«igetto 

'^dto^ depths- of die 'sea. 

z Then, what is a* principal source of the: tutbu>»' 
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lenee^^he f^pM^whst k in^scdun^ttgrand 
spAag 0f '(g6nteiitio& iteelf/as welLaar'the >siipp<urt 
and fud ^^ that hos^e attd< ^e^ B^iriti wMch 
sputns ttC i!midVatioii!y somietids^ smtiikeis A^ 'best 
meanl/ atten^ptar at pal^e benefit; aad preiieiitB ho 
formidable a barrier to the istti^^itiWllf'Work^ 
wageffy plwty, fltnd peace r C^iimit^ivhSifiQris^^this 
$ouree df evfl in a gr^at degt^ . ' » »• j ^ - » 

il^ not the same cause t&eoeGlMlQdi df>^.pi$0pl)e 
dentifiaing in ignoranoet Theltdioel^'fdfr^the 
£hildrea k spent in spitits ; bIbA ik)iai^idll>the'l^!ffi& 
that neouid go to the mechanica^ ^heAj ilttd' loBtitji^ 
li^;i the young people are brdught tup Uo^iii^ 
their ehief ' joy* in riotous sdTi^hyy in hlARHt^^'iSH^ 
thoughts quite alien to those that incUne to mental 
improvement and study. What produces lawless- 
tiessy recklesfioiesSy and aversion to the order and 
restraint of justice ; or, at leasts what aggravates 
and enlarges these propensities ; is it not excessive 
drinking? 

. What is that which swells all the sources of 
strife, which leta loose the feuds bound up for 
months or years in the hearts of the factions ? What 
is the proximate evil that exalts and augments all 
the other causes of discord, and continually promotes 
new objects of litigation, riot^ and contrition; 
which makes Ireland, almost from one end to the 
other, to be sometimes like a yelling cavern of wild 
beasts, rather than a portion of the pacific and 
intelligent kingdom of Britain ? 

What sorcerous spell is it, which when murder 
of the most heartless and extensive nature is to be 



C9i9«i^t^ ji9 Tisfii. t(a ^ibs^' expcesa pivqposa . of 
bringing m?a up toBueh i^ suffieieaey ^f xetkiemfm 
as will fit tbec^ to perpetrate that pleptsaAtly^M^hic)^ 
)g .iooDt: to. .fill a fiUtttriet with uniUtentVlb wpa? 
'W^sa^s:}s the word which is legitimately ths 
fy20W^r>to.»U. theise <|ue]des. 
> IC th^^ i» atty tn:^ therefore in these views* J 
cannot but congratulate my excellent fiienda i^th^ 
T^mgpi^mc^ Biefonxftatkm in Ireland. I bid them 
thtid^ (zcKl,»aAd.tab;erCourag€): let them Ipok.with 
^yi^l^ld^qcei and jd^Ught. at the honourable pron^ect 
tjiftt f^teods^ fiur aend wide before them; and while 
others talk^ let them act ; and the blesiiaig and 
9{froviiig« smile of Prgvidence be upon theml . 
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. ^t. • i"i :; .1..: . • . i '.f'.' »:•■■;■■..) .I','-*' "u i .'.r' 
'. ...' ...'••')■•■ . . -' ,! . ' • * ;• .'j '.• ••.'■ 

' ' ':^I^6tlliH AKtlFICIAL AND doMWtt^&r ' ' " 

Piffi«iiUy^ introducing Oiq Dpotrine of Aiiti-ys«g^rrTX^fWfV|^^ 
Shipwrights — IronFounders — Mugging — Foremen— Allowances 
of I>rink--«^ite6mith8--Black8mith^--Chkin ^kii^ lilautffii^-'^ ' 
toaneri-^orriers—- Joiners and Carpcn(t&r»^Safl«*nDdQBKii* ' « i? ' 

Thi: principal difference diat once existed bejb#eQ&< 
the potations of England and Scotland wa% i^(t 
tlie former indulged in eompamtively modemlie^ 
quantities of mild ales, while the lattte dei^iBed' 
anything ^ort of the bite of ardent sjoritSA Thaa^ 
made of distinction has, however, of hJtBjnM^ 
begun to wear away; and England has cohw 
mencpd a decided partiality for the mov^iidespetete 
beveiiage of the sister country. I doMidtlfindf 
however, that a perfect assimilation. has ydt taJatm 
plaeelin all parts of the southern empini* ^JMiU 
(ihiefly m lac^e towns, and in the iramediatfe yifiimisgL 
of thesey that, the change has bea£rm0'' as ^yet 
alarmingly, perceptible : lliere, et faacful : resent 
blance to the inebriation of Ireland and ScoUaiviiil 
becondng a proTailing! fiiatore^ 
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Although in 18S9 I felt myself so ignoralit of 
the drinking usages, and peculiar modes of inebri- 
ation of South Britain, that I deelined for thai 
reason to cpmmence a series of lectnres on th^ 
subject of Association fer Temperance in England; 
yet I was satisfied, from the anidogy of the case, 
that a similar artificial and cotitjyulsory system was 
likely to prevail on bofli isidear of the Tweed. On 
making application by lett^ tp friends in the Sputhi 
^is wf^,4ef4^f a^d <^en as late as 1834*, when 
called to a^t^id the pada^Msaentary investigation on 
drunkenness, I found great difficulty in perstiadiaig 
soM^'df 'the^mbst anxious friends of the teniperanc^ 
csm^,ipi England, that there was any necessity for 
an inT0Btig«tion en- this point: and akhougb I had 
^stab^hed a somewhat exteiisivo eOar^pondence 
pn tUH'crubject, it was only in 1837^ when I had 
0fp&Tt}mity of making a wide personal examination^ 
AlU> I wais enabled to satisfy sonus of the principal 
^AstkdA of the eauae in the throe kingdoms, that a 
pfBC^cious system of ufuige and ^mpukdon prevailed 
tkiioiighout, to a lai^e amonnt;^ and to which it* 
wmtneeessaiy to apply effecti?e remedies. 
o:^jRq<dball((eKaniine these customs^ as r^aiid^ 
Simih (Britain, ^without much regard to the order ia^ 
wiiiidi theyjnaybe taken: keepbig in mind our 
f^rlder dhdyiDB of th^n into those eoimliected with 
Mi|id|ira£t|i<lnd trades, kmluding the new series df 
th9sesinstit9tBfil;it^<th^ ^mde clubs' and unions; and 
tlMMi >thflic uwgeft chiefly cbnnteted with domeadc 

W^'shaU conun^nce 90Ub libeucase <qf 
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in fpfS^a^ \ to IWQ ;giiineito^ ^ > Vte'^f^al^ ^ ^di!>^ 

time;, ja^ l^4uad^iodier inalvtmato 

till T^..i]^ag^ BlQUe^ i»« paidi t ( I^iBMne^'bteSldih^ 

tiees tibii^ .eiQOy thb treat: "it^^fti^^tiieiilfy' i» ti^ 
oOc^on of tMro^r thtee days' idIeiD3as)l|^lSiMbik^n* 
]ie»p» One iDfermooit faaa «eeA a^^boy's 6kad M^ 
open for non-complianee with this dangerous uib^t 
and ha» known a Vedge tlm»to.' at ^MdtB^i: flim 
behiiidi fiiat laid him sensekss on* the ^uM. ^ At 
the oxpiratxon of the apprenticeship, ^r "liW^g^**^ 
a sum varying fioim one to fire pounds id '^^(pefcled,^' 
tho^j^ this is less com|mhiory liian 'tf^Btte btft^ 
tKsages. At lautiohing Aero k 46m flffe »>^tl^ 
pounds given by the ownen' of the heWM^ipl' 
Besides thisi in some cases^ the ikpprehtieei^^af^'lif' 
use to wait upon and receive drink^moAey-^lti' 
dealers who furnish articles for the vessel; 'iiti^ W 
the block*>makert painter, {dumber, gla^er^ jbinef }' 
and .others* The whole is expended in a stippet^' 
and drink by the older apprentices, eadi ^biSng^ii^' 
his sweetheart, or a fiiend. Disgraceful sceticfi' of ^ 
drunkenness oft^i occur in cottsequ«rnd<^''of^l}ill'' 
usage, which frequently end in jail or brid^<^^ 
Such methods of amusemeat and re<a*ei&tUn ii^vfaii'^ 
further bave a very deteriorating <sffe(dt 6h 'HUil 
female friends of this class of workmen. ' '' ^^^ 
The eaulkingffiioting is lOt. given by the hmi^'^ 
to the men to drink* When the keekof a iMMr^ 
vessel is laid, die employer g|iiM' a c^rlknik sum'^ 
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for dri^k; apd ^er/biy^jmc of Bstiryen^ iH'thlF yard 
fp,y^ ^ ofi '' jMp^iney^'' {Qos, i¥ttk lli«f ftdffitioti 
of QthtNT ^Imte^ k jqrient in ^dixnL ^e iflftyiihtoit 
bl^fr>se^^S9lr€apBl'dfl!7ft^ dnmkenneAS'^diie t^ult' bf 
tbi9iPfl9ge. liK^eil thoilovrefwdecA: heMs^e gdt in, 
the Qy^9if^^i^ ike nresad beslcnr frem^U. -to 40^ 
81)4 the ^pi^b^et* 209. for ^Bk to the into. ' ^^* 
. -.M mmmg^tt a.maaiv^giies 1&. to the ' others ibt 
i^^jjoik.; tki9' getoraUy cauaes a^ ** spi^ee^ ^ 4s it i^ 

caJledf -.'^ -.:•.•. '•■•'' *'^ 

. Iftme^^d&metto.tbo'jBxd on Monday with dirty 
slurt f^'.ak999i or fUMbaTed, they are fined* 1#; 
foi;,,4ciiQk.' Thi« is a* regojatioii of mbst thid<$li 
h(«';f^lw4i <hiit not. in Sootknd, -shiewing tbe< 
g|5$^r^?iu:i^ in the healthy luxury of cleanhl^iM^' 
nff^e,}^ Soiith Britain. Such a law of trade might 
hq f^^qp^ted abo in HoUand; bat scarcely in Fimni?e; 
S^Sfifkf cgc Italy. It seems^ at first sight, atis^fbl' 
^^IgV^tiao* eviUQing a laudable regard to neattie«ri» 
wdj^ityS but in poisitof&ct, it is used in practice; 
ao^i^vr^pg'.to my iaformationy merely as an e^teuse 
to.^'/, start a drink." Some men in a workshop Drmk(^* 
^PU^. ra trad^- and business of miggssting' anfd 
eafoccwg aU<ih usages. My informants in this th^ii 
h9wk|)PWA two ox. three days' drinking arise -frbm 
su(d^,vat.liafl%i thus, it appears diat even the 
snq^ilior jQl^ADitinesb of the ^ogludi nation is made 
abighwiyrlNr'the triumphant passage of indbriati<M. 
And here I jew temiMted to diTetge, and rtda^e a 
atMBjTf.iUMStraitive of a /slnvBar inciianoe o£atar6itg 
dwJfe inteqajf'ddh'ng with ttiatters'in whi^hv at #fst^ 
eighty i^isfwmed ti»haqfe^jftttte'iBonn«doit ' 
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and^otlm^y.oii- saxfa^ d^rtiii^tiiof^^mtotaliiid^ck^ 

loidUeot'o^doiiic «trfiiglttj A sotetiK^'MW Md «« 

iictetable tniuUe, pvo^ed at tbe first %flbotoid^' ~ A 
great numb^ of ^hc^okeeiqwr^il agt^f^iXi^tAmt^ki>&EL 
hfiM lo^iu&iei^ The BugisimteH' dk)W«KtiJ^ <l^ge 
taYmi4iidl^l;o^b0 rung at Amb^ tiili€^y<in''«]!4^ ^ 
^i]|tivl;e<th& mnasmre. On: thecfiiw^ tiiigliV^rt&iM 
tMfilMittd aA^ tlie bdU siemudeft, afi ip^iis dtrk^ ba^Hib 
;pldiidp«l atlreetK, save what lig^it daiilie fitdinT^^ite 
^t^¥^ kxnps. This oontiliued for sonMttit/e. JIS 
%he 9e^l tx<ade m thep}ae&Wa8 Ml'dtgt^^A^ttf 
^IteM' who luidadytttt^d tte vmMie'. Hfel^Atejr Mid, 
^iriM^^ow ecmiSDirtable; they were siarea ti^ita^et; 
mittilgfoi hiMne-in good fhnte to thdk^li^lJMi; ^tty 
reat^' convetse, or otherwiae amuse ih^ni^It^ff: 
idt&e ' #06ac^ti«ed it a gteat privilege to %« ifi^tAe 
fo ^havte^ ietwalj ^ors^ip' leisufdijr (OA tliMtfiiSy 
' performed, wiAtofvt sleep or wesimdmi ' Pait ti 
'th^.app^^etitke'diisB rcgoieed IJiat th^j ddidd iiHiStti 
tka aboT«^«ttefilioned [leetdr^^ the -MaAhslf^sMIl^ 
imdienae i&cMused abotit ti^^old ; «jid ^^^ullJiMa 
' mmij. 10 bUit ihe <Mey 4ia^od: fttto' ir^itattflb^tii 
hiitory ^ afiA oiher ieM al^triifitaf topic^^halPl^ 
dlMMlBeii liefoMT^ But fay and I^Ftbiid'^MlllB 
who hcld'ij^ fiooiuwaiienata Ihaitha^^ 
wur dikting thtt^hrlir hdimr;iaiid tiMir<tlidr»iiMb 
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m^ tSto gsoe^i^'ift, « bodydopftFted firam tim.shorl 
Imir ptelb and /iKbiga iwere left in 1k» nkme vncmii^ 
fcttobl^jsl^ R^ibeforey.it eardef to! p^nut^ it' frir 

. .Xt> I3«eim^; ^ai 'Shipwright's apprentice is^Kpedod 
i9 fsf^MsfSd* t&r dsiokr moaejr at bi«r fiist eauttifl^ 
TJiAipf^lti^s^ fbirixmit«pft]mie&t ofuafige ixiGaiey>M^' 
jlirifitisj iMi^mc^ittim the jacket is naikd td theboasd 
<J9#h(j(MS& omi^ ; on^ the oWthes or hat/iBopped.mbh« 
ftft* ."When- the. foremaii^ or olSiers . conneated 
Wilhitt^.^ili^g^yeird, keep di public-housey k hm 
.f^Mi^y b^eu stated to me by operative, that it 
'ii^^!^<^^ to ^ me% and contrary tot:the .intesfols 
^f ^^n^Atteart ** In the eyes of sueh a fea^emw/* 
iiiyi^Jt^ ^' ^ who drinhs most is the be$j& maai«'7 
J ii/.^il¥«MH«f*— Among engineers the apprentiee 
^4|^t|E|g>^ra«gj^ irom 11. to 2^. &• At expiiiation, 
l<9i^3il^osi|ig9 "there is 3L tp 44. lor ,a supp^^nd 
E^^sy^ !(Ct l^e, men; the en^loyer sometimes gites 
sttl'vQtf^ctto also. To the apprentae^ fooitiDg^ eaeh 
eJW^ijAd^ ^.i whidh midkes the usage .cwi- 
iigJ^WdA.^^. wholp of the partiesi andvthus ramify 
niteiSmNt* t Ar jopn)^yj»aa's footim^ is Ai,t to which 
ilAt^T^ttHHrmen a4d .€»;• . ^iieceui - 1M> HpsMtice 
.TJMK^QMlilMa called ^^Imelmg**'* Shiftiftsgr ^io^/or 
jdMiei^'iiiPiBiiv to'>^ h«Met M/tm$itimx ^dim mmk. 
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draWfrU.' for drink iitotiey ; iSie others "^hmdk*- with 
8cU eaoh*^ Cotaiii; cm Miondiay' widi dirty slopt, or 
unahttved^ jneots b.^ backed by the rest at Sd^ eackj 
Marriage islte. 6£r.9 backed by rest wMi 6iL'each# 
A bititb' Is. to 1«. 6is{., backed with S«h «ach. . K 
not of the trade dub (in<6<iime>plaeea)v«qaiaii ftny^ 
lOti for drinki m order to be free' of the partknkr 
shop*!- At iiiverpooly it k usual • to 'fiiiei<^nnntonai.' 
ia> the sum of Is* for drink^ .who faaine been; ibrthe 
firat txine^ a pleasure sail ronnd the black- iot^ io* 
theMorsef. * ' ' 

. With some pleasing exceptions, w(ages aie gene^ 
rally* paid in this trade on Satarday night,- aa^a^ 
puUae-hpuse; or the men are dubbed togdAer^^' 
is sometimes called *^ linked "), and sent to obbiitt^ 
chaaqfe where they may; whidh, of course^ leads} < 
direct to the pnblicwhouse. If the day of a mien's'' 
birtk' can be diseoyered> he will be pestered celn«^^ 
titiually to give drink. On national saints* difys 
in EiBgiaud, the following drink regulations have 
place' in this and other tnides: on St. Oeoi^e% 
day eac^ Englishman pays l^., and each Scotch, 
Irndiy and Welsh man, 6di On St. Andrew's day/ 
the- Scotch pay double; on St. Patrick's, die Irish; < 
and the Weldi' on St. David's. The employer 
gives wi»at is denominated a way-'goose at lighting^- 
of candies; the men '^ back '* this gift, and hoM'ii* . 
supper. Brass^money is claimed at Whitsonddr. . 
from' the brass m^chatit; and at new year's day}' 
from the itatki coal, timber, and tin merdients. • )^' 
The penalties in thk trade for non->cenibrmitytO' 
drinking usage are much the same as in others; 
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ApiMrentices will iiottbe .ta«gilit ilc^ the man* A 
geodvai stoke mid trartiKMit^ it i» staled, would lid 
the coii8C»|Ueiiee of a man fiuling ill coming faswflrd& 
In Bome eases, thc'^' weitkig".dr new c}otibes;.is 
usual. " When woriungont at a job, and all mg^t^ 
ther9 is'soisetimes an allowance for drinks :beaideB 
wages; Jf ^ shot be not paid frir/' thatris, whsit} 
haS' b^eft'drimk duiuig the week by a iaail, at-Hm 
general: beuse of rendezvous; in this case theceTis 
a fine :of Sd* On giving or receiving notice to leaver 
Si., backed by each of the others in 3d. If put intd 
bridewell, a gallon of ale; rest of the men back with 
a'pint each. ' A workman going abroad^ SOs.^ rest 
back^pfitfliGiLeaeh. Retnraing is lOf. with the same 
baekiiig. An operative being made a foreman, incurs 
Iflti, backed by rest with 6d, eacb. If a master g^t» 
a wife^ he treats the men, who back with so nradi 
each. The same if the master's son be married. 

Mugging. — Tins is the reward in drink, given 
by the merchant, dealer, or furnisher, to the fcote- 
man of any work, or to any servant who patroniaes 
him by procuring his master's custom, Th6 term 
is ahb 4ised when an operative, in order- to obtsni 
a -place or work, bribes with drink a foir^nan^ 
upper serrant, or some one who can assiist him in hia^ 
object*' It' IS obvious that this is a most pernicious 
custokn' in every aspect, and that it produces a' 
gieat variety of injustice and treachery > as well as* 
intenkperance among the lower orders. One 
informant "khew of a steaiih^boiler that was on' 
purpose vfaurst wife • over - pressure, in' order ^to 
revenge ti]e'want>x^ due^m^gmg* -* 



jFormlMi-^Aij' one; ibaMng 'imqiiMry tmta clIlBU^ 
iDgrttsage .wSl^equeatly hare <bcoMiob.lx>Teddw 
in&nzMiticm on the vide anid deapinnaery dMi4»)i» 
cauaeld by Ifaremea hcepiog puUie^jtoaies. > .TltoM 
uiiBi?idttilB kave so mock in .ilieiir povec^ itiis* la 
ipaach. ihdurli&teresiii^ta encourage fee^ and f wdiipiiwi 
tiae of ^iiifiitij6us{lk|uors| tiherfe :ace:t2troi^ilHate 
meaiui a» many indbeet attxaiaticmSLto iiieliri^il^ 
thfll^ it ^fiSEe gtei^y txr he. wished. !diai]^iddio 
opinion should lay a restraint and intela^Uffitimi 
upon fiqramea becombig poblieans^ under >^y/eir- 
cuinatances. > • .^ .* ..'t ^ 

4ViOWane^ qf Ale and S^iriU* — Wber/ei l3m, M 
gi^en by way of re&esb«>ent> or ifL,lc^e^ (hov^v^ 
DEiiataking^) to strengthen men for ^(heii^.woifttf it 
does not strictly come undet the definition: w^ iMkoe 
giyefi of a compulsory usagoj uiiless in so f^r ftp it 
is so (m the. employer who pays for i^ Jt ineae. 
gireatly. to be deisired that aQUdd me^enl iflleHia 
weretpropi^ted on this si^bject> when it wou]id ho' 
j(ou|i^ that liquor not only does not foi:tify i)^ 
human frame, but the reveriie; and the ^fila 
th^A jfUflisters unwittingly are the mean^ .of ,<^icar 
^lAiWg iu this practice mre in<^uj|abl«^ It.ria 
e^tremeiiy difficult for a man who gels^.a^gultor 
aUQ^#nc§ of drink to withhold &cttn it :.. thMbxis 
^on^ejUng i^ human nature that causfs tgisafelt 
xeluctmoe to atetinence in ijm ^m^ 1 himouaet 
w;ith. instai^ces ,of ,meu bei^g wiUii^to tak^ inoiMqr 
in lieu of drink ; but frpm the pein^e^a^eaaofitiiB 
xpaater .gc th|d f<^renwv thjs C((mt)iiutajtiaiL haa been 
r^f^ed* . In one case a young m^a pp:tfed.otiit^^ 
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gkwi of* spttxHn on Ibe grmmd?* but tbe only 
xemlt iwiiisy thKt he did iloi ^get the 'oSkt «£. « 
sacoadli ^Upon aaotber oteaeicm, a tanpentaoe 
weaken w«8 pressed bj< a kdy to take ' til dnGOi, 
and it. was in vaiii he {deaded ihat bis tiUi^gaideii^ 
and pledge did not peni^iit hha to drlnlc apmts; 
tile glfuss'imfi foieed iBto.Ms biiifd^( lie toek k up^ 
^nd amid the astonidiliieiit and iddigiHitian. df ^s 
tsiife ^avgiKter cf Eve^ be eiiiplbd the ooiiteii<ts 
iiaddf >dM grate. . < i 

/At^^UWorkiy a regular oBowanee of driilk»S' 
fiK>metiinto given to the men each day ; thid b)i^ a 
g^^l efi^ot in preventing' tbem from TeetoU^Kkn : 
tf ilHifi^ers saw their cmjei interest/ they yfHuAA 
fhi>dMr tl<|^ obstaclei^of this hind in the Way 6f 
^^4iat would so greatly fiirther it. 

WMtHmithii — ^The apprentice footing itBkgm 
from 10«. to \l* \8. according to the circumi^tances 
ol'tjia parent. If not paid/ the boy ^ ^^knoeked 
here, shoved there^ and kicked about/* There 
are here ali^ vdrious fines and custoihs usuid in 
other tfudes; 

BiAdkimiikfv'^A jourheyinan (sledgeahlimttet- 
maxi) pays for footing 9s. 6d. ; a sAiilhy St. En th^ 
diubj eaeh f>ays Bd. for the reom^ for drink. All 
i&emb^s pay this SeL whether they come or nott 
Iheha^if iW who come drink the whole. Scenes 
irfLigreaC disgraise ensu^^ i|iilte contraiy to the 
VMlQW a^ dignity of mm, and unpuradlleledf in l^e 
attidoa c€>the lowt^r aaimab. * 
• rChtUm^kMe MMUfaoturers.^^Appr^ntiee foot- 
jug 10^ 6d.i bick^d by 1^. each. An informant 



ssiutk.ebilr .The/ptt^nsnt dtt> eic|)i]!«iti<^^>{iiF'fi^oi^ 
Ifl0,4oefk^tioo9iihsg to AedswDMfAiM i)t*^t* 

^ apiece is added bjr Ae ^faerkf: ; Mtfffrll^ dr^ 
mlh^ 6i Mob of bacUiig. Atr iq&ribtat li«r«ieibn 
a^pemon who refused to{iFe4be jobESfeyiiMih'stfdcit^^ 
ing^huBg up to a beam by a cUtiiW \>7h6^liiC&T0#l 
a/dUld ooca«ioQa a eertoifi'dciiik. ;c8bittfl^ iat^AsI^* 

SMn|«* dayt are. regoladj kept>IiSridHiJi2fai^: 
ChristiQas-boxea are. claimed' froaor dekhm '^wto 
faxmh ^. the .establiahmeiit. / - The' coaUml^iishan^' 
pajy$l&., I^e iron-merchatit 10si.6ti>r "Thar *te^i 
nisbers of blackiiig and dbisels so modi. (Tkfoec 
acfjrdriok. fines as usua}, sudi aa iar-d hty B h fr tj^jN 
beavdi aAdrotbeis* > « ^^ j^i^ 'i? 

'C^m^iv.r— Apprentice fi^otiog.lOs. 6&tail«^l»;'e 
Eiqpiraiionacoeading to means, JoUrDerymi^'s AkA^ t 
ing^4 6ii^ to &^; inboth cases othersbaekv^On-ar^i 
man leaving there is a contribution of M. eMKsU'fiirit 
di»Js^k«.HQnr marriage^ birth, of cUldf and «#& Uxidi*'^ 
d^^ ISO laiichj with: backing. OQeinforiiiantvbasieeh ' 
apessoa iMxedto leaiFe the dbiopwho dffiflin«dtypay>i 
keting^ When an apprentice ficst works* -at^'tfaid^ 
bean( ji^ F>QFa. 1^« for drii^i the same attSb tUhko^U 
at^^fisst scousing and at first. stuffing;. aUi^h^iisestm 
ba4Bk-%tbe^ ^^Miidl .pinta apiei(ie.r Tlie pebakjr igtru 
nonrCompliaPQe is heijn^ kept in ig^EKHraneenti Hm^) 
tra4k asrjtiwdi.as:pebBible.'^ Tbe4K>BStaUe^of'dierfo 
ab0|i pnttNlbwn fin^ slata what aleis iTvantedir'whMFi ^ 
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paji^, «be S'fijtecf SU. Qd. Gmt drufelrss jticittrM;»* 
.% {4^39^^ oaodlefr busning^ fox&ite. &. fo]&>^y:bk; 
Yi^y^^Siao9ei It* to* each op ewi tlve, • Biitli«4itt^; if 
&i^440«^. ]Mdf-««faI]oii of de oa: tke day» < * :Cltoisfc^ 
oUKMb^xas 91^ OT]fMrtf>d froip the taiiia«ry«'diy'«dit»gry » 
dBil ii(oii'«4ythaal# from 2ft. 6d to ISr.^ -^ 

. f^sinen cmd Cagtpenters. — llie appreatiee Ib^t&g 
i& U;^t0idOff.rhadced«dtfa 6<L eaeh; joi»iieyitftiB?s 
^tiilg# iSf. 8cf. to 4«.^ baeked with 6(i. or 1^. eaeh^ 
Ivi.fxxmit maes. &e ^Uoosang"^ is' s^tialia^ iHtii 
diiAk; > ' On tbe ixofldiiig'of a house, the claim-'tt^ii 
tbetiQwsei^ fot^ '^rearing money'' varies from-' II. to 
^H.iiAUr^the men who have bemi emploj^i 
prcffiona to putting on the roof, enjoy diis festive 
oeoMtto ; but not those whose work ootnes afte^-^ 
vAtnisi i sniiEEh as plasterers. Bach man baeks'fiie 
tearing pot with It. The men nest ciaint certain^ 
sqais, taryii^p according to local customi ftbia the 
ladt»*iender who has famished for the house, 'ai^ 
£pjsm^ the stone-mason, brides-merchant, and' li^e- 
msxchant* These last sums are obtained iii 'the 
maimet abe^e stated, denominated itf som# places 
''ddddng,*' and they are drunk the day after thD^ 
renaiig pot has been disposed of, in ordei^ that 
tiMipaodea may enjoy ** a hair of the- d<^ thiet bit 
ihfMJ^ 3hose who happen to s^^'work, tkStei 
mteosntflanjgua^ ^'buttoning,'* will be inform^ 
ttpsik ^ the oikers, unlesift they brib^ witii drink 
(m^^ flhe ^fitnesses). On obtaimng a t^w bench 
oriiiliti<mii^the woik^ 49.-^0^ d«ink mturt bo'paiil^ ^ 
duMb^fitaiVtobendimen'esrdttffiLvely^ ' UslM tttf 
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apyr^ipe. .piqfi». <#im<Rthingt for diibk at:iiia]a]ig ^ 
firi^t<ii¥kidet^ dafbif iff' otlxeir difficult i6pecfttioo^ I19 * 
M^ tV0t b^ MMri^iln hjs W0rl^ ttdno. expk&li^' 
tionsi segnd^ding. bitidaes^ will be p,YtA ta Urn, Jh * 
jt^ lomew^QT dfiok is denuUided in tile #hedU 
;^i9l^gb]t tri^e, nt tbe first, fisteiiiiig of spoibos in ib» 
centre of a wheel. .. If. fines be ^folajredto ke paid^ 
tbaj itiU b€^ added to acaocding to the {leiiodcf 
4al${;f^ At macriage atid at birdr of a efafld»i 3^4 td> 
l^j i? dwwid^d for drink;, with . baddng from 
en^ Wages are generally , tbongbnot ttniveraalfy^ 
paid Qn Satiirdajr night ; numy do not reeeive .their 
pwiv . n0t wag^, but are ** linked with otfaezB**? 
S^inneHirDes, according to. one infonnanti ten.lo 
tw^ty m^ are clubbed togel!her» with bank notaa 
to obtain change whei^ they may: nothing osil 
^^ei^.the tyraniiy and folly of masters in. this se^ 
^P^ct. Q^ nons^ompliance with drink finesf, at 
fqqtii^j ^he clothes or tools of the indiyidual wiH 
l^)f pawnedf O^t up the spout) ; he will be sent to 
*' Coyentcy/' and otherwise maltreated* Appi^^t 
^C^.iirei ** cpbbed ** for non-colifcHnaltyy by homg 
^e. posteriors b^t with the flat side of a saw^/ SleW: 
tools and clothes must be " wetted*** 't 

Beaides.what is above ^ted in building houaaa^ 
there ace al^o^ in goneiral bttsinesss^ ChristnuiSfjboxfiiir 
demanded ^xaa ^e naiyi*maker» . tiiidbef -mefbk«Ktj9 
a^dirompongeir. National swits' days arefhepaiBQA 
gf a^dxinking bout, according ,tQ rtde* . If ailyiSSiBr 
kifoisp pn^anptber to the icaster (called '^ sH^rioogfl 
the master)i the case is brought before tba.tasAa 
clul^f and decided; if any penalty ansUe, it is 



genemliy* a dri&k £&€• Uab ^sppa&a^e negii^oti 
to ^wbdi tke fir^ pvoperljihs krtws^ft dtfbdt 'fiMb 
Whea nr noaa is mttde iinrenaii hk must pay jni^ ibr 
di^k. Obe living a eairile in the > ^orfasbop^ 
i^vllhotit ttkiBg some otber to tate t^MOg^ of it^ 
incurs a driak fine of !#• In niany oas^s^-iiiie 

bstod on Monday, incnif drink fin^. One infttfw 
itfantihaii not bniy to pay find^, btit Was atruck aifd 
ifandtaraated folr not pairtaking of the liquor. If fines 
iind ibotingsare ndt paid, tools ar6 hid; partieidaily 
the speeidi took required at the thne. • This is 
caBed '' ihakitigr'ati old Woman of one. * If ditf^ 
reeittifnl acquaints ike master, the fine is jtM 
dMAtdk lli^:^ TA ah odcasional way-gbose, fant it 
is^not uniyeiaal^ The samie informant aiientkmsi 
that if 'fines add footings were not paid, n£tet all 
ultiter-ilehenies fail, a strike would entue, and the 
ilfiployer h^ fenced to ditfmiss the operstivi^; Ai 
Wd before had obeanon to state, with regaid to the 
siqguktions of vazious ti^adeil iabeland Itnd Sootlaad]^ 
tbeore is' here a tribunal £6r the purpose of ^^rying 
Jail questions wlaeh infer drink fines. A mafif is 
ffattd^ uiidtiar these cireumstanoes, to be tried under 
Idba atsong beer act* Sometimes, the court i^ 
fiMMid<of men in the same worktihop, at other 
iteaaitof peAK>n8 inlected irdm insrious shoptf. One 
imSanamn, has seen a man fined in four gaUond of 
ali9iand a foreman in dght gaUoiis, on sueh M 
JMtottfdnt . 4^ 



t8S DRtHKlllGfr t£{A&ES 

Smhuakart^-^The apprentices Noting is gene- 
tally U.^' iM^mQst al^ giVe something to the men 
to drink when he first begins to sew^ and afterwards 
to iropd^ ue* sew the rope rotmdthe sail. When 
the oldest apprentice is first employed to take the 
measure <tf work, he must ''mug^ the journeymen 
for this honour. ' The drink at e:icpiration9 o1^ 
^ loosing, " is optional 7 one infontiant has known 
it range :fi:om Uk, 6(f. io BL Mikniage is Sf ;, backed 
with &om 2d. ta 6di Birthday is from U to 
g9.6d.| backed with from 9ic2.' to 3£2. The trade^cluli 
meets, in general, in a pnblic-hous^ ; men drinlc 
Sd* apiece for the use €i the room f &nd the usual 
results of this are visible* CSiristnub-bo^eS are 
deihanded from the rc^e andcanVtute mami&cturers, 
from lOr. to eOs. The drink fine& aiid penalties 
are mudv the same as in other trades; ' -■ - ^^* 

A respectable informant origihaSIy of tihis busi- 
ness^ made to me the following narration, the first 
time it was divulged out of his own fiunily. His 
father having been a drunkard, his moth^ could 
0nly with the utmost difficulty bring up the 
childiien. He, when a boy, eamestiy dedred to be 
a sail**makerf and was after some obstacles bound 
apprentice. The footing was chumed, and although 
the circumstances were affecting, it was persisted 
in, for stimulation and drink usage have nothing in 
common with generosity or mercy. As, however, 
the people of the workshop saw that by too maA 
pressing, the footing in this case noight be totally 
lost, it was reduced one-half, viz. to 10s. . He did 
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not dare to tell his motlier of tbp demmd, lest^he 
amount would drive her hopekssi aiid he should be 
vdthdrawn from the trade he grt^tly prsfbxred. 
Although the ^mily had never sO' ftr' ^abased 
themselves, as to ask Qharityi he was resolv^ on 
this occasion to break through &e baiariegr of inde^ 
pendence^ and to solicit, pecmuar; ^assistance in the 
emergency* Accordingly he went every evening in 
the twilight to a. gveat distance from his heme, 
wliere he was unknown^ and begged in the streets* 
^ The men allowed him from June till October,' by 
which time he had made up the sum all to a few 
^nce, his mother, after being acqu«nt«d of the 
jpircmaostwce, helping him with the small baknee. 
The men got all drunk upon the occasion* And 
.this individual afterwards fell into Imbits of 
drunkenness, but was .reclaimed by means of 
Tempei^Mce Societies* 
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CHAPTER XII. 

ENGLISH USAGES^ C(mTl!^^TTBD« 



Usages of Coapen — Sawyers — Kopexnak^r^-^TuzpeDtwe Di9til- 
lers — Stonemasons — Tailors — Blockmakers — Coaclunakers — 
Coach-Spxing Ifalcers — Skinners — Watchmakers. 



I. 



Coopers. — ^The apprentiee footii^ is 1/. and sottie- 
tintes under iknt sum; aebordkig to ciireumMmices. 
Que informant has seen a 8U]^er on tins deeasion 
bost $1* Tl)is footing is generally baeked by <he 
others by 1«. 6d, for each journeyman and iBLtor 
each other apprentice. The journeyman's £>otiBg 
varies from Is. to its. backed by a pint apiece. 
Marriage is Ss., backed by Is. Birth of a child, 
2s. 6d.^ backed by 6d. This is here called wetting 
the child's head. Dirty shirt and beard on Monday, 
Is. Candles left not under charge of some one^ Is. 
If a cask let &11, Is. All these sums go for drink. 
Tools are pawned for fines and footings. In soine 
works men are '^linked" on the pay^night,' aftd 
sent off in groups to find change any where ^ of 
course the resort is to that public-house which is 
the ordinary rendezvous of the shop ; where Ae 
week's score is first of all paid up out of the wages. 
A shilling is claimed on a birth-dayi with a pint 
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each of backing. Christmas-boxes axe demandable 
^rom the hoop, stave, and nail-merchantSy who 
j^ually fiimish the shop. 

Sawyers. — In this business the apprentices are 
pften the sons of sawyers. The apprentice is in 
spme cases bound not to the mastert but to a top^ 
man* He pays lOff. 6d. for drink at entry, and to 
|his the master adds 10«. 6d.^ and each sawyer 
in the yard backs with U. The same occurs 
at expiration of apprenticeship. It is seldom that 
the -men are not drunk next day after such *' a 
spree.** The journeyman's footing is a day's wages, 
aver9ging 4^., backed by the rest with a quart 
jfjec^ The following oecurrences make a fine of 
l«t for drink exigible with a pint each of backing: 
.yiz. changing piit, man falling into pit, wood £alHng 
pitp pitf Unahaved, dirty shirt, dirty shoes on Mon^ 
day. I haye been informed that the smallest £ne 
fffyNL causes tiie men to spend towards 59. apiece, 
lieoause the fine is imposed for the express purpose 
of " starting a drink." I have often adverted to 
tim fiital circumstance in the drinking usages of 
jthe xsoontry, that the regulation amount is seldom 
that- which is adhered to, and a drinking usage 
tamt be looked to with reference to final results 
Md consequences, before we can form afajresti- 
imate of the evila of a system of compulsory drink- 
' ing customs. One informant states th^t the men 
!iQt.this trade, from having large wages, are extremely 
ttaUe to inebriation. They often abs^it them- 
4;elTe8 firom work for sev^al ditys, while drinking, 
lind when they do come .to work their alternations 
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of tipplmg dnnBg tbdr period of ^m^iejmeiit este 
frequoit : ifvrking and drinkiiig time about from 
4 A. M. till 10 p. M. Althongli Mgli wages be a 
r&ty desirable object for the worUng dasses^ and 
notiieeessaxilya cause of inebnatioa, yet it seems 
to be the case, in the instance c£ men whose veere* 
ations are connected with attendance on the pubUe-^ 
hou9e» and whose m]nds4ire barren and resouroeless, 
when they do get liigh wages, that th^ are apt, l^ 
the very circumstance of possessing the power of 
self-indulgence, to give in to a system of nearly 
perpetual drinking. 

In some cases, the sale of saw«dust in this trade 
is an addition in the shape of a perquisite to the 
funds for liquor. 

Marriage is &• Birth of first child, 5$. ; rest, S*., 
with a bacUng of 3d. each. These occasicms often 
raise a ** spree *' which lasts several days. 

In some cases the wages are paid ovnr by the 
employer to a topman, who divides in a public- 
house. For wetting a new saw the topman pays 
If., the pitman 6d., backed by the other men with 
Mm apiece. If a journeyman delay to pay his 
footing, he is put on a three-cornered piece of 
v^ood, carried to the public-house at the division of 
wages, and forced to pay ; else he would not be 
helped with his work. On opening his first log of 
mahogany, a man is charged Is. of drink money* 

Mopemakers. — The average footing money for 
the apprentice is 11. , though in some places I foimd 
it to be only 2s. 6d. In some works there are no 
journeyman's footings ; but in others it ranges from 
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99;v 6d«< to'5i- Wbeli «ibmi«r appmntiete joiiis his 
Ofwn wtUras « jDumejiFiiiaii, it is <mkj ^. 6€)« The 
fi>llowiti^t are :twicanc|n8 when a drink fine of a 
shiUin^is impandsr^yix. going into the tar cahin 
with hat oUi amoldng there, having ditty shirt or 
limag^niiflhttred am Monday. Marriage is 5^., with 
backing tif 6i{. eaeh; births the same. In so^ie 
works wages are paid on Monday morning, and in 
distill^ flfums for each ; but in others on Saturda}/" 
night' at the pubtiishouse. New clothes are 
expected to be wetted. Christmas-boxes are 
demanded fix)m employers and others. There is 
in some places a particular carouse in this trade on 
the- 5th of November. 

The penalties for non-payment of drink money 
are similar to those of other trades ; one of them is 
being ^used to ride upon an uneten pole or piiece 
of wood, carried by the others, and jogged roughly 
\xp' and down. A strike is represented as the 
ultimate resort for non-compliance. 

Turpentif^e Distillers. — A labourer who is a. 
regular or constant man, not an occasional work-^ 
man, pays 5s* for an entry drink; the other men 
back with 6d. each. A man who would refuse 
** would have no life with the rest." 

Stone Maeons*^ — A journeyman aigaged for a job 
pays for footing &., backed by others with 6ef« ; 
this among fifty or sixty causes the commencement 
of drinkbg, which not unfirequently is attended 
with bad consequences. The penalties seem to be 
wjiat is usual in other trades. The following is a 
specimen : — 

K 
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'' An extraordinaij attempt^ which was veiy 

nearly successful^ was made at Manchester on the 

4th July, 1837^ to deprii^ a fellow-creature of life, 

under circumstances of savage atrocity seldom sur« 

passed in the annals of crime. A man named 

Joseph Armitage, having gone to visit a friend, 

employed with other stone masons in flagging 

Mr. Knox's factory^ situate in what is called Little 

Ireland, from its being mostly inhabited by the 

lower order of Iriah^ was importuned by the wcark* 

men in question ^ to pay his footings' ^ they had 

all the afternoon been drinking liquor supplied in 

that way by others. Armitage expostulated ; 4iaid 

he had no money, and besides diat he was not 

employed there. After some consideraUe alteroa* 

tion,they threatened his Ufe if he refused to comply. 

He again stated his inability, and urged their 

having no claim upon him; but they continued to 

insist on their demand.. . At length one of the 

ruffians proposed to hang him, and the suggestion 

was immediately acted upon. Two or thr^ of 

them seized upon him, and endeavoured to place a 

rope round his neck ; when, finding his life really in 

danger (for at first he thought them only in- jest), 

he made a desperatie effort to free himself, and 

succeeded in drawing a knife from his pocket to 

defend himself. A violent struggle ensued, wh^n 

the rest of the party, consisting of eight or nine, 

closed upoii him, and obtained possession of the 

knife, but not before he had received 6<»ne severe 

wounds in the hands. They then dragged him to 

a post, to which they attached him by passuig » 
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rope about Ms neck and shoulders ; and next, by 
taking his feet froxn the ground, and binding them 
up behind him, placed him in a most agonizing 
i^te.of strangulation. In this miserable condition 
thej kept him for about half an hour, they stand- 
ing by to enjoy his agony, mocking and jeering at 
him ; and they eventually left him to perish, or be 
rescued as he might. Fortunately for him and his 
cowardly asssailants, a family residing on the premises 
had partially witnessed the transaction; but whether 
they- had kept aloof from fear or crindnal indiffer- 
ence, renaains yet to be proved. Be that as it may, 
one of them told some neighbours of the circum- 
stance, and numbers speedily made theijr way to 
the spot. They found the poor fellow almost at the 
last extremity ; and when released, it was for some 
time doubtful whether he would survive or not."* 
In the central parts of England, among, stone 
masons, there are drink payments as follow : — ^Boy 
going on trial 5^., backed by men at £«. 6d. each; 
the master gives 5^. Apprentice footing 2s. 6c2., 
backed, with 1«. each. Time half out 2s. 6d., 
backed with 1^. each. Expiration of apprentice* 
ship 30s., backed with 5s. each. First job 5s., 
backing is. On using mallet and chisel Zs. 6d., 
backing l^. Using tooler 2s. 6d.f. backing Is. 
Carving 5^., backing 2s. 6d. Marble-working 5^.^ 
men 2s. 6d. Marriage 20s., backing 2s. 6d^ Birth 
2s.6d.y backing Is. Christening 2s. Qd., backing Is. 
Birth-day 2s* 6c{., backing 1^.. There are various 
penalties for .refusal. One is denominated the 

* Isle of Man Otutrdiaoi - 

x 2 
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** compulsion bottle." The martyr is tied to a' 
beam with his arms extended, and water from a 
bottle is poured down his sleeves, and his side is 
tapped. On breaking a stone there is a fine of 2s,, 
with backing by the rest of 1^. each*. 

Tailors. — When a boy goes first to the shop, he 
is employed by the men to fetch beer ; he collects 
the money to pay the public-house, and has on this 
account twopence in the shilling. The apprentice 
footing varies from Ts. 6d. to SOs., with a backing 
of 6d. each by the other men. At expiration or 
loosing, it is 20s. or 30^., or sometimes thb parents 
give a supper. At marriage 5^., with a backing of 
6d. each. At a birth 1^., with a backing of 
6d, each. The pay is generally on a Saturday 
night; the men are frequently " linked" together, 
and require to adjourn to the public-house, which 
is their ordinary rendezvous, in order to procure 
change, and divide. The score for the week is here 
paid. One informant knows of men being kept 
very late in this trade — sometimes till Sunday 
morning, before the pay-money is obtained. If a 
man, on taking away a smoothing iron, leave the 
fire in disorder, he is fined a quart of ale. There 
are some cases where a way-goose is given by the 
master; but in general, instead of this festival, there 
is a bean feast in the month of August, to which 
the master contributea 20s., and the men make 
it up, in shops of average size, to about 4/. The 
friendly societies of the trade generally meet in a 
public-house, where at least 3d. must be drunk by 
each member for the use of the room. Sometimes, 
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if two men are seen together partaking of liquor, 
and the quantity they are sitting over be considered 
as too small by free drinkers (it*may be half a pint 
for both), in this case a fine of half a pint is imposed 
for each man in the shop : an informant has seen 
sixty-two half-pints imposed and exacted in such a 
case. This may be called the perfection of com- 
pulsory drinking usage* New clothes for a man of 
the shop are wetted with half-a-pint. The sum of 
5s. is charged to any one for the first job he'works 
of any particularly difficult operation. A sort of 
watch-word is passed, that there is ** a mouse in 
the straw.** The individual is kindly asked if ever 
he tried that kind of work before, as if with a view 
to assist him; but this is treacherous good-will-* 
a simulation only of benevolence, and is made in 
order to ensnare the unfortunate artificer into an 
acknowledgment which will subject him legally, so 
to speak, to a smart imposition. When a tailor 
changes his lodgings, he must pay Is. for drink, 
which the rest back with 3d. each. 

The captain of a board is a workman who is 
constant, not occasional, and has a certain charge — 
for instance, to see that clothes are made for cus« 
tomers in due time: for this situation he pays 
6s. 6d. for drink money. Christmas-boxes are 
demanded firom the woollen-draper. On all na- 
tional saints' days, natives of each department of 
the Three Kingdoms pay for drink, according to a 
rule formerly laid down. On the occasion of the 
master being married, he gives 40s. to the men to 
drink, which they back with 2s. each. One who 
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by inadTertMiie snu& out |t candle is fiaed 6c7, ; 
one who yomita in the shop^ a galkm of ale. Oomijag 
on Monday imflbaTedi or with dirty shirt/U.-, backed 
with 6d. by ^ch oth^r man* 

The names of diose :inen who are -out of work, 
are in some places marked in a r^^ter hottse> 
where the employer has no choice but to take the 
first on the list. There, was at first only 6ne 
general socie1;y of tailors in England; it 'is now 
split into two divisions. The men who ea^ sftem- 
bersof either are called ** flints;*' those^^^who' are 
not are called '^dnngs." At the meel^ings ona 
elnb night at the h6ude of call, diere is Sd^ fiv each 
onember to pay for ^Irink in lieu^r<k>m rent. Hie 
iew who attend drink the whole. Tratnpa with 
tickets get either a bed at the hous^ of eall^ or 
money. 

The penalties for non-eomplianee witii dtsnldlig 
nsBge are various*. One is being *' sent to Cove&tiy,^ 
sometimes called beihg ** inade a dog. '* This is a 
most uncomfortable stilkte for a tailor to be in. AH 
manner <rf jeering and ill treatment is ^nsidfered 
juslifiable, nay a matter of duty to the trade» ii^ 
tilus case. The culprit has broken a kw of the 
business; he has aimed a blow at the so^al indul- 
gences of all the tailors in the Quden*8 d6nlinio)ifl. 
It IS therefore obligatory on evfery man to resent 
this as an injury done to his individual self. No 
mal-treatment is too severe for such a ctose. In th^ 
language of the shop, ** waste meat and bones are 
thrown to dogs.*' This ia such a pitiable state of 
debasement and excommunication from every goo4 
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office, that besides paying up all fines and footings, 
there is sometimes 5s. imposed as a special amerce* 
ment, before the ccmyict can be reinstated into 
'' pitcher law/* And, seriously speaking, it is 
perfai^s difficult in modem times to point out a 
more grieyous state of persecution than a man is 
hereby subjected to. The sleeve lining of a ^^ dog** 
is twisted and sewed up; triangular holes are cut 
in the rim of the hat; the man's clothes are sewed 
up in different forms, to look like a bundle of rags; 
candles are put out quickly at dismissal of the shop, 
and he camo|; put himself to sights till he arrive at 
home» The seams of clothes and pockets are ripped 
open--*^aB, informant has known money thus lost; 
ck>the|i are secreted and " put up the spout,^' 
(pawned^ The master, in all these cases, can giye 
no reiie£ The unfortunate non-conformist, wearied 
out wilih a series of insult and injury, must, at 
lei^tb# yield to the influence of drinking usage; 
the yomig are led to consider drinking as a necessary 
business and d^ty of life ; and are soon as inexorable 
as tbeii^ neighbour, in exaction to support. the 
system ; while the wretched men whom this wretched 
tyranny, has compelled into habits of inebriation, 
find it impossible to retrieve their character, or 
alter th^ir conduct, amid the unconquerable craving 
of a vitiated appetite, seconded by the invincible 
pressure of perpetual and systematic compulsion. 

JBloek'tnukerM in the sea-ports, — The apprentice 
footing is 20f., which is. backed by the other men 
with Is. each* At expiration and loosing, it is 
understood that he must give his first week's wages 
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Jbr the men to drinki otherwise he is coitsidered 
as not a ^' legal man, " but a skulk. 

Coachmakers. -^The apprentice footing ranges 
from lOs, to 20s. j which is backed bj the other 
men with Sd^ each. The son of a coacfamaker pays 
only 10^» There is sometimes a gallon of ale grren 
at the bindii^r When the aj^rentice does any 
new work, he must pay for drink sums vazying 
from Is. to 10s., according to the particular opera- 
tion and rule of the shop. Men sometimes magnify 
the value of any new attempt of the apprenticei so 
as to flatter his vanity, and thus procure more 
liquor from this usage. 

The journeyman's footing,* in most of the 
departments of the work, is &., with a general 
backing of 6d. each. The apprentices are allowed 
to be present to drink their equal shares of the 
apprentice footing;, but at the journeyman's foot- 
ing they are turned out when half the regulation 
amount is expended. A change from one bench in 
the workshop to another incurs 1^.; and the same 
sum is exacted when a man's wife comes into the 
shop for the first time. Upon a rise of wages, it is 
expected that the first week's extra sism shall go 
to drink. On marriage 5s. is demanded; and cm a 
birth occurring, the father " stands a pint " to each 
man who works in his own department. 

In some works the wages are paid to each man, 
his share distinct and separate ; in others, the men 
are clubbed together, and have the money dividSif 

* The cant phrase, in some trades, to denote that a man has naf 
paid his journeyman's footing, is, that *^ his tail wants docking^'* - • 
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at the rende2vou», or :<* strap-house ;'^ paymg up 
each individual's weekly acore at the same time. 
My readers will readily perceive how intimate is 
the connexion that is produced with -the publics- 
house) by this method of paying w^es^ and how 
extremely desimble it would be, that public opinion 
should brand with a mark of reproach « all those 
employers, who, by wanton carelessness, are acces- 
sory to driving their men to a constant attendance 
on* the giuHshop, to a daily connexion of '^ tick and 
trust,** which is wound up in the most peamicious 
manner by> the woful weekly revel of Saturday 
night. 

The usual fines are incurred for a dirty shirt and 
beard, unshaved on Monday, and for giving a 
challenge to fight. One informant has known of 
a drink fine of a pint imposed upon a party giving 
a challenge to fight, and of two pints upon the 
other not fighting. A new partner of an employer 
is "kicked" in a supper to the men. On the 
marriage of a master, a treat is expected. The 
way-goose is 4^, to each man, and £9, to each boy. 
The coachman of a purchaser of a carriage is 
" mugged " occasionally, as he comes to look at the 
work that is doing for his master; and finally, on 
delivery of the vehicle, he receives from 1/. to 3L . 

The journeyman who last comes into the shop 
is made constable; he receives a stafi*, the present* 
ing of which is attended by a drinking ceremony. 
A man's birth-day being discovered, he must pay 
!#• on that day, with a backing from the rest, 
Christmas-boxes are demanded firom the iron, coal, 

K 3 
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timber^ lace, and lamp mtonfapturer or merchant ; 
it ranges from &$. to 10«. firofai each of these. 

There is a general society of the trade^ throughout 
the kingdom; and although it is said that all finds 
go to stock, and not to drink, yet those who attend 
meetings for business receive each a pint, which of 
course leads to more drinking, as the meetings are 
held in a public-house. New clothes are ^* wetted" 
sometimes, but not regularly. On a birth, in some 
places there is Ss. charged, if a boy; and 2$. 6d, 
if a girL In some works a purchaser of a catriage 
is expected to grre a similar sum to the men for 
drink, as the coachmaker gives to his grOQm or 
coachman- I found that drink footings had been 
abolished in one establishment in a central part of 
England, and the money put into the sick fund. 
The men who do stage-coach work receive a feast 
on May Day from their employer. K a man leave 
his shop, he gives notice to the rendezvous, and 
draws his card; on receiving his money, and *^ going 
on the tramp," he spends it at the tramp-house of 
the union, wherever that may be. . 

There are the usual penalties here for noo-com- 
pliance with the drinking usages. Men are senlrto 
** Coventry." Their tools and clothes are hidden^ 
and pawned for the regulation amount of the' fi&e 
or footing. In the cant phrase of the trade, 
'' Mother Shawney has gotten them." Beii^ 
'* made an* ass of," is the same as being sent to 
*' Coventry.*' Sometimes a caricature of an aas is 
sketched, wilh a &ee Hke the, noa-cdnforming 
workman, as if on the road to Coventry. My 
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informant had never seen any man make a final 
and successful stand; the usage money was always^ 
at the last, " wrought out of him.^* 

Coach^pring Makers. — The drinking usages here 
are much the same as in the husinesd of general 
coachmaking. On a . man being promoted to 
superior work, he must pay for drink, less or more, 
&• being the minimum. A new apron must be 
stamped, after a d^ink, with th* maxk of a pot in 
the corner, otherwise it may be legally cut down 
through the middle* The last man who comes to 
the WGtk must, as constable, exact the fines and 
footings* Iii some cases a youth has been known 
to inci^* a drink fine, on the first occasion of his 
beard being shaved. In some works there is a 
way^goose, in others a bean feast. An informant 
has seen enonnous sunui spent here, and known 
thes6 to last several days* If any of the numerous 
usages be r^ised^ or any ofiTence be committed 
against regulation, a shop*meeting is called. If the 
accused is found guilty, he incurs a drink fine ; if 
not, the accuser does so. In addition to all the 
usual penalties for non-rconformity, one informant 
has known the pockets filled with filth — tow dipped 
in oil. &stened to clothes, and set fire to, . He has 
also seen a person, who objected, vidlently slung up 
by a rope to a beam, and forcibly detained there 
for an houc . 

«S£i»fi67».— ^Whea thpre is a nubmer of skinners 
in a toism, .there is a society-^house, at which the 
members of the trade's association hold meetings, 
9nd at which members of the trade, when ^' on 
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tramp, " call, and lodge for a niglit. In one locality 
I received the following information on this case, 
in writing: — 

** The number of members in society thera. had 
been twenty-five, who supported the trade ; or it 
may be more properly said, supported the tramp- 
ing and drinking system. Each member paid Ss, 
a month : 6d. of each memberls money wa» s^nt 
in ale, that is, 12s. 6d. per month for members' ale. 
The relief given to every tramp was 3s, ; 2«. 6d. 
each received in money, and 6d. each was obliged 
to be spent in ale. There have been as many as 
thirty tramps in one month — ^making 1&. for tramp 
ale. When a tramp gets work, or when a member 
receives or gives notice to leave his work, and does 
not leave it, he is obliged to pay 2$, 6d. for ale. 
There have been several such footings in one 
week. Every member who drinks of the foot ale 
pays 6d. which also eoes in ale : there have been 
Lteen members shJers in both footings, so thatfor 
footings much has been spent in one week. When 
a boy is put apprentice he pays &. in ale ; every 
member, who partakes pays Is. in ale. At the ex- 

the same sum, and the members the same. When 
a member is married, he pays 5s. for himself, and 
Is, for his wife, in ale. All who partake of the 
marriage drink pay Is. in ale. K in any dispute 
one member strike another, the stricken member 
*^ calls a garrison," makes his complaint; and a jury 
is called, the complaint heard, and the offender 
fined 5^. The person stricken pays Is. for making 
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his complaint. The case is tried by the Strong 
Beer Act ; and it is said that no member was ever 
tried by this act mi not fined. If the fine be 5^., 
fdl who are sharers in the ale pay Is.-; if it be 
2ff. 6d.y those who partake pay 6d. If a man gets 
a new tool, the first time he grinds it he pay Is. 
to his shopmates, and they pay 6d. each, and all is 
spbnt in ale. If one member find fault with ano- 
ther member's work, he is tried by the Strong Beer 
Act, and fined 5*., to which all.who partake of the 
ale add 1^. in ale. If a member fall into a lime 
pit, he pays Is,, and his shopmates 6d. each, for 
ale. Whatever ale is due from marriages, fines, 
and footings, is had in the name of the society; so 
that when any member is determined to " raise a 
fuddle," though he has no money, he has only to 
put himself into a lime pit, and the ale is imme- 
diately had. Many gallons have been forced in this 
•way. If the ale from the fines and footings is 
drunk in the yard, it is fetched thither by a mem- 
ber ; who, if he allow any person to drink of it upon 
the road from the public-house to the yard, is fined 
1*. If a fined member refuse to pay the fine or to 
partake of the ale, it is nevertheless sent for and 
drunk, and he is ** cut out of the pitcher," that is, 
ceases to share in the fines and footings until he 
pays. If a member objects to pay his footing, Tie 
is despised, loses his membership, and is reported 
through the country. It often happens, when a 
tramp comes into a shop, that one of the men who 
may know him wiU propose to have a fetching of 
ale, or a quart for each man working in the shop ; 
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and if from any cause one man objects to join in 
drinking^ he is looked shy on, or abused^ and may be 
viewed by the tramp as unworthy of the trade. The 
whole of these drinking customs axe perpetuated by 
one certain rule — namely, when ia tramp obtains 
work, he gives his travelling card into the keeping of 
a steward, and cannot obtain it again until all drink- 
ing claims on him are settled to the satisfaction of 
the society." 

In addition to the above usages of the skinners, 
we may mention the following occasions, when fines 
averaging Is. are levied the first time the work is 
done by the young artizan— viz. feUmongering, or 
taking L wool off the skin, fleshing, paring Sid, 
pressing out grease, purifying by manure, and 
tanning. The morocco-leather finisher has various 
occasional fines of a like description. There are 
said to be between twenty and thirty drink fines in 
various portions of the trade in various pl^es. 
National saints* days, and birth-days are generally 
kept in the manner which has been already de- 
scribed. Christmas-boxes are demanded from the 
butchers, and this is bestowed either in motiey or 
in meat sent to the garris5n-house, which is ac- 
counted for in drink to the men. 

Watchmakers, — The apprentice footing varies 
according to the means of the party : if a premium 
has been exacted it is about U., with a backing 
fi-om the others. A journeyman generally pays 
IL 6s, in going to another shop. If an apprenticei 
at the expiration of his time, continue in the same 
establishment, he pays only 5s. of footing \ but if 
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he engages in another it is I5s., mth a backing 
from the other artificers of 1*. each. Drink-money 
is sometimes given at marriages and births, but this 
is optional* An informant has known a very lai^e 
sum given for drink at a master's marriage. 
Christmas-boxes are demanded from case and 
dial makers; these range from 5$, to 10^. each. 
Commercial travellers also are expected occasion- 
ally to give IL or 2L for drink-money to the men. 
The way-goose may run from 5/. to 8/. in large 
shops. I have hitherto heard of no severer penalty 
for non-conformity in this trade, than being sent 
to Coventry. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

< • > 

ENGLISH USAGES COprTINUED. 

Usages of Seamen — Riggers — Painters — Anecdote — Carvers and 
Gilders — Saddlers — Gun-Tool Makers — Gun Makers — ^Anec- 
dote of Apprentice Footing — Heavy Steel Toy Makers — Brass 
Founders — Plane Makers — Spoon Makers — Commercial Travel- 
lers — Shoe Makers — Putters Out — Inkle Weavers — Hatters — 
Carders — Bricklayers — Calico Glazers — Picken Makers— Up- 
holsterers — Anecdote. 

Seamen. — I have found but few cases of an ap- 
prentice footing being in use in this biisiness. On 
passing the Line, from lOs. to II. is demanded as 
drink money ; and tbe punishment for default is 
being blinded, and the chin lathered with hen's 
ordure and tar, and shaved with a piece of an old iron 
hoop. One informant has known a man's face torn 
into scars by this operation. Defaulters are some- 
times hoisted up, and then dropped into a tub of 
water, or sluiced with water thrown from the ship's 
tops. The same informant has seen the long boat 
filled with water, and a man held down in it, for 
non-compliance with this usage, till he was nearly 
drowned. Passengers have to pay 20*. to 25s. 
But my informant has known a passenger who had 
been maltreated on this account, on coming ashore, 



OF ENGLAND. 209 

I5ue the shipmaster, and obtaifi a considerable sum 
as damages. I do not enter here upon the wantoji 
foUy of Government in encouraging seamen and 
boys to drink^ by permitting owners to ship aiA 
much spirits, duty free, as ^ be a large and per- 
nicious daily supply to men and boys ; as this does 
not seem to come precisely within the definition I 
have chosen of artificial drinking usage. 

iZiy^cr* (of vessels.) — These have various drinking 
usages: they exact Christmas-boxes from block-* 
makers/ blacksnuths, ropemakers, chandlers, sail- 
makers^ who generally pay from 2s. 6d. to Ss, each* 
Master riggers are many of them publicans, and 
exert a most mournful and dangerous drinking 
tyranny over the men. 

Painters. — The apprentice footing varies accord-^ 
ing to the means of the parents, from 10^. to 20s,, 
with a backinfif of 1^. from each journeyman in the 
shop, and of 6d. from each other apprentice. . At 
doing various parts of work for the first time, a cer- 
tain amount is exacted. Thus, at laying the 
ground for grdning, a pint must be given to each 
man. At graining (i. e. imitation of wood or mar- 
ble), the same amount. At priming (e. e. laying the 
first coat of paint), and at prising the same. When 
the apprentice first works in flatting the waUs of a 
house, he pays a certain sum for drink. This 
operation being executed with shut windows, is 
accounted very unhealthy; and as it is supposed 
that the stimulation of ardent spirits removes the 
bad consequences, this remedy is, of course, often 
resorted to. On one occasion, I was told that a 
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party of workmen having prevailed on the feelings 
of a lady who had her dining-Foom flatted^ induced 
her to put a bucket of rum in the middle of the 
floor, during the work, that the smell and bad air 
might be thus carried away ; it is needless to say, 
that in the operation, somehow or other, the liquor 
in a short time all evaporated I In the glazing de<- 
partment, the first cutting with the diamond incurs 
a gallon of ale to the men. At " loosing" the ap- 
prentice, there is considerable variety in wh^t is 
given. One informant mentions a week's wages; 
another &., to which the master adds £0i. In 
«ome cases it has gone as high as 5L 

The journeyman's footing is general^ a day's 
wages, with a backing of Is. ,each by the rest. At 
marrif^e a certain sum is expected ; ^it is sometimes 
as high as Ih with a general backing of Is. each* 
In default of payment the mania for^ced to ride the 
pole, , as formerly described* ^t birth lOf ^t 
child 2s. 6d., backing 6d» each. The same obj^- 
tionable mode of paying wages, often for;merly 
deprecated, occurs here, tho\]gh not universally. 
In some cases, the wife receives II. on Saturd^QT 
morning, leaving 4f. of drink«money for the mai^ 
The ordinary drinking fines are imposed here : ix^ 
addition, a workman must '^ lick. out" the painjt 
from a pot with a brush, otherwise he is fined ; an4 
he. incurs the same penalty if he leave a dirty stone ; 
or forget to put out the fire at night, if that be hia 
duty; or neglect putting his department of the 
shop to rights ; or tell tales ; or take another man'$ 
tools. The penalties are — sending to ** Coventry ;'! 
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taking out the bottom of box ; hiding' the brushes 
of the non-confonnist (for these he is liable to his 
master) ; pawning his clothes ; " cobbing" appren- 
tices with a dozen strokes of the flat side of a saw ; 
and general maltreatment. A strike is the last 
resort. 

C3tristmas*boi:es are demanded from the colour 
merchant, glass merchant, and '4>lacksmith : the 
way-fgoose giren to those in the furniture or oma^ 
mental part of the business averages SL 

Carvers and Gilders. — The apprentice footing is 
ids. ; the loosing is 2L ; marriage 5s, ; and so on 
oS the rest* One informant stated a singular me- 
thod of obtaining liquor in his shop — I know not 
if it prevail elsewhere; the rule is, that whenever a 
measurement of any kind takes place» there shall 
be liquor. One man challenges another as to his 
height, thickness of the calf of his leg, or other- 
wise ; if a measurement take place i|i consequence, 
this ensures a pint of ale to each man. 

Saddlers. — In some quarters diere is an apprentice 
footing, in others this is not so rigorously exacted ; 
but there is in the place of it, and to a great 
amount, the system of making the young artizan 
pay for drink on every occasion of teaching him 
new^ork. There is an occasional journeyman's 
£>oting of 5^., backed with li. apiece by the rest. 
Something is expected at marriage, and at the 
birth of a child, and at changing from one part of 
the shop to another. National saints' days, and 
birth^days are kept, and the usual fines obtain towards 
personal cleanliness. But as piece-work is much 
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tised^ and the men work independent of one an- 
other^ there is the less oppression of drink fines. 
Christmas-boxes are expected from the leather 
merchant and currier. 

The general trades society meetings are kept in 
a public-house« 

Gun-Tool Makers. — This trade is much confined 
to the central paarts of England, and the numbers 
are few : the usages are not so imperative as in 
others. There are occasional footings required; 
and sums expected for drink at marriages and 
births. The steel merchant, who comei^ round 
twice a year, generaUy gives the men something to 
drink. 

When treating of the apprentice entry or footing 
in Scotland, we took occasion to remark, that it 
would be more german to sound prudence and 
consistency, to have rules instituted among trades, 
which would operate as barriers and obstacles to 
intemperance, rather than actually to make the 
very initiating act of the trade, not an encourage- 
ment alone, but a compelling power towards inebri- 
ation. A benevolent gentleman, interested in an 
orphan boy, had him bound apprentice to a respect- 
able trade ; he purchased clothes, tools, and other 
necessaries for him, and the boy commenced the 
business. In a few days the protegi and his mother 
called at the counting-house of their friend, and 
she stated that it was with reluctance they once 
more trespassed on his goodness, but that an addi- 
tional payment was necessary. The patron had 
just ordered his clerk to hand him some money tax 
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the purpose, when it occurred to him to ask for 
what reason it was wanted. On being told that 
it was for drink, he withdrew his hand, somewhat 
surprised, and not quite pleased, that so respectable 
a person, as he knew the another to be, would ever 
encourage such a method of her son*s spending 
money. In a fortnight afterwards the parties re- 
turned again, and reiterated their request; but for 
five months they were repulsed from time to time. 
At the end o£ that period, however, the foreman 
called and explained all the necessity of the case ; 
and that the money must be paid, or that the mal- 
treatment of the boy, already excessive, would 
make it unsafe for him to remain loiter in the 
establishment. Here this gentleman's eyes, as he 
acknowledged himself, were first opened to the 
tyranny of the drinking usages. 

Gun Makers. — The apprentice footing is from 
^. 6i. to 5«., with a backing of 6d. or Is. Drink 
at loosing is optional — sometimes 5s, is given. 
Journeyman's footing 5«., with backing of Is. 
Marriage the same. Births 2s. 6d., backed with 
6d. Men are clubbed with larire notes on the pay 
„i^.; ..d m^h drinktag .f the publio-h„L' 
Shifting vice, 5s. 6d. Fines as usual towards personal 
cleanliness; and for quarrelling, bad language, 
and using the tools of. others. Birth days 2s, Sd., 
with backing of 6d. Way-goose 42. to 5L, with a 
backing from each man of Is. or 2s. 6d. Christmas- 
boxes are claimed from the barrel maker, furniture 
or mounting maker, and stock maker. These range 
from 10s. to 51. It is a usual expression of the 
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claimants, when begging for this money, '' the steel 
works dry, when not fee'd«" In the trade dub^ 
each drinks ^' his own cnp/' 

Heavy Steel Toy Makers^ (mann£Eu:turers of Scale- 
beams, &c«) — The ordinary journeyman's footing is 
2s^ 6cL with a backing of 6d. each &om the others* 
The foiger*s footing is &., with 1«.. of backing. 
Shifting Yice, U. There are the usual £ne^ regard- 
ing personal cleanUness. For fighting, there is a 
drink fine of &• 6d., with a backing of 6d. each 
from the rest. There seenis little reason in exact- 
ing the backing &om those who had no hand in the 
&,vlt; and as drinking is a chief source of strife and 
blows, the principal fine is also unreasonably 
imposed, and more likely to add to contention than 
to. prevent it. But these drink fines, under the 
mask of care for good morals, are mere excuses axid 
inventions to ^' start a drink." 

Christmas-boxes axe exacted from th& iron 
merchant, file cutter, steel merchant, currier, and 
coal merchant. The usual penalties are employed 
for non-conformity. My informant had never seen 
a man actually beaten on this account, in this 
trade ; but he had seen such an outrage among pearl 
button makers. 

Bras* Fotmders. — The apprentice footing is 
2s. 6c{., with a backing of 6d. each. At '* loosing,*' 
the parents, if in tolerable circumstances, give a 
feast. For every new piece of work which the 
appreiLtice performs, he is expected to give tjie 
men drink. Journeymen's footing 5s., with a 
backing of 6c/. each* Marriage 2s. &/., and && 
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backing. Birtli of a child Is., and Sd. of backings 
The men ar^ often clubbed together with large 
notes on the pay night. The usual fines with 
regard to personal cleanliness obtain ; and the same 
at takii^9 without leavei the tools of others. New 
clothes are occasionally ** wetted." Birth day 1*., 
with 3^. of backing. Christmas-boxes are claimed 
from tool makers, coke merchants, metal furnishers, 
numufacturers of casting-pots, and wire drawers. 

The usual severe penalties are imposed for non- 
compliance. An informant has seen a man on this 
account suspended across a beam tiU he was black 
in the &ee. 

Plane Makers, — ^The ajiprentice footing is U., 
and the same at " loosing/* The journeymen's 
footing is 11^., with backing of 1«. At marriage a 
drink is required. The usual objectionable method 
of paying wages occurs here, and drink is allowed 
by the employer at Christmas. 

Spoon Makers. — ^The apprentice footing is 5*., 
with a backing of 1^., and at loosing 5^. The 
journeymen's footing is 2*. 6rf., with 6d. of backing. 
At marriage, birth of child, arid own birth-day, 
something is expected. Furnishers give Christmas- 
boxes. The usual penalties occur. My informant 
was himself, for non-compliance, hung up by the 
middle for a time. He cited the perpetrators 
before a magistrate ; the matter was privately made 
^pi hy the men paying 17«. of damages, and costs. 
Commercial Travellers. — This is a respectable 
and important class of the community. Many 
individuals of wealth and influence in the mercantile 
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world hate gone through the discipline of .a com-* 
inercia\ traveller's life. The manners, customs^ 
modes of thought, and opinions of this influential 
bodji exert a perpetual power on society ; and their 
constant locomption ramifies and extends their 
capabilities, eithei: for good or evil. How desirable, 
therefore, that the modes of life of this powerful 
section should be favourable to their own growth 
in temperance and virtue ; and that, amid the hurry 
and dispersion of thought incident to the journeying 
qareer, as piuch time and opportunity as possible 
should be saved, even as with a niggard care, for 
intellectual attainment and improvement of the 
mind! Although we have no doubt that there are 
men of great native talent and cultivated taste in 
this class, yet we submit that such specimens of 
worth, and excellence must exist, not in consequence 
of, but in spite of, their drinking usages. 

From a usefiil publication entitled " Hints on 
Commercial Travelling," we learn that there is an 
apartment in an inn or hotel reserved for the 
exclusive use ofthe commercial traveller. "When," 
says the author, " fish is leaving the table, the 
president inquires of the vice and the company, 
what wine will be agreeable. The wines generally 
used in the commercial room are port and sherry. 
Sometimes other wines are introduced, but in such 
cases the party is a small and select one« The 
result of the president's inquiry is, usually, his 
desiring the waiter to bring in a bottle of sherry. 
This is placed on the right hand of the president, 
i^ho takes wine with the vice^, and afterwards witl^ 



OP England. 217 

the other gentlemen at table. Should the party 
exceed eight in number, two botdes of sherry are 
ordered to come in both together. • . « . . 
Pastry is paraded, succeeded by cheese, which is 
the signal for the president's ordering port wine. 
When the cloth is removed, clean glasses are placed 
before each person; and the president, filling his 
glass, passes the decanters to the gentleman on his 
left, who, after filling, pushes them to his neighbour, 
and so on, till they again arrive at the head of the 
table. When they have completed this tour, the 
president drinks * The Ladies,' an act of gallantry 
which each gentleman immediately imitates. The 
bottles then describe the same circle as before, and 
then the health of the reigning sovereign is proposed. 
After these toasts, it depends upon the president 
whether each succeeding glass shall be consecrated 
by a toast, or drunk in silence. If the former be 
the plan adopted, the vice-president is called upon 
by the president to give a toast, and after him, 
every gentleman present, in succession. When the 
bill is called for, any person can rise and leave the 
table, without any apology for his thus leaving : he 
/las fulfilled his share in the proceedings, and can 
now quit the table sans reproche. When you dine 
alone, you are expected to order a pint of wine. 
It is a usage of the room to order a glass of wine, 
or spirits and water, in the evening. The expen^- 
diture of one shilling in this way every night, is 
considered to be one of the claims of the innkeeper 
upon the frequenters of his commercial room, and 
is generally ordered, whether used or not." 

L 
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It is not unusual^ among some parties, to treat 
with drink those who give mercantile orders ; and 
one informant has known of a traveller, who having 
been supposed to have lost orders by not sufficient 
treating, was, in consequence, turned off by the 
house which employed him. The first time a 
traveller has been to a particular town or county, 
he is fined in a bottle of wine to the company: and 
a certificate is given by the chairman that the fine 
has been paid. Not only are customers, in some 
cases, to be treated at or after giving orders, but 
also at settlement of accounts. In short, this class 
is as much fettered and enslaved by drinking usage 
as almost any among the working ranks; and it 
would evidently require an exertion of moral 
courage, which few possess, to travel a large part 
of the year, and to controvert, single-handed, all 
the drinking usages of all the commercial rooms 
vdthin the traveller's beat, or journey. What an 
extraoidinary state of society is it, that, in order to 
leave a dinner table without reproach, a man must 
swallow a pint of brandied stuff, which the whole 
continent reprobates, and Pinkerton calls a wine 
fit for hogs ; and must live in a perpetual atmo- 
sphere of strong spirituous liquors, at all times, and 
in all places. That the intelligent and thinking 
part of this body should consent to live under such 
a pitiable and pernicious thraldom, even for a week» 
is a phenomenon which the mental philosopher 
may consider and analyze, vrith as mtich wonder as 
he does other problems, sometimes of less practical 
consequence. 
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I have heard of a lover, of a weak constitution, 
who made himself sick by eating too much of a 
currant tart; but it was meant as a compliment to 
his mistress, who had been getting lessons from 
the pastry-cook, and whose handiwork it seemed 
necessary to bepraise in this gallant, though un- 
chary manner. There is some extenuation in such 
a sacrifice to youth and beauty ; but what shall we 
say of him, who makes so servile and sordid a use 
of his stomach, as to gulp a bottle of sherry, 
execrably brandied, in order to please some plump 
Boniface of a landlord,* on the ground that it is 
necessary " for the good of the house." That there 
is an honest intention in all this, we do not deny ; 
and that landlords paying a heavy rent, and ad- 
vancing capital for public accommodation, and 
affording certain special benefits to the commercial 
room, ought to be fiiirly remunerated, is mere 
justice; and it is undoubted that in the present 
state of things, the remimeration consists, in part, 
of the profits on liquor, and on an hypothesis that a 
considerable quantity must be consumed by every 
traveller. But how long ought such a state of 
thing3 to exist in an enlightened nation ? — a state 
not only inconvenient and vexatious, but pernicious 
in all its bearings ; destructive of personal freedom 
and comfort, of time, of intellectual attainment, 
and in some cases of morals and piety. One might 
venture to think, that half an hour*s discussion at a 

* It is not intended here to cast reflections on British landlords : 
it is well known they cannot help the wines imported from being 
preriously brandied. 

L 2 
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meeting of a few respectable gentlemen in the Ime, 
in some of the large towns^ might settle this affair 
to the satisfaction of guests and landlords, and of 
all who have any claim to have their interests con- 
sulted. 

Shoemakers. — As this class of artificers work 
much in their own apartments, there are fewer 
settled usages than in some others. A journey- 
man's footing is however claimed ; it is generally 
2s. 6d. with 6d. of backings A gallon of ale is 
dlowed by the master of the shop as way-goose, at 
aghting candles in the fall of the year; the men 
add to this. 

The master, or. the leather-merchant or cutter, 
allows something for drink on the S5th October, 
SU Crispin^s day, and at Christmas. The trades 
society meet in a public-house, and the room is 
paid by the drink used ; this is 3d, apiece, or it may 
be a pint by each member, whether present or not ; 
of course, the fewer who attend, it is to them " the 
better cheer." It is seldom, I have understood, 
that any of this trade work on Monday ; it is, there- 
fore, (in present fashion) made much a drinking 
day ; and this circumstance stands in stead of the 
want of a multiplicity of other usages. Bets are 
generally made in drink; and not unfirequently, 
under pretence of real business, a movement is 
made to call a meeting of the trade club, which will 
as a matter of course insure a drink; some suppositi- 
tious encroachment on the part of a master is vamped 
up for the mere purpose of having the council of 
the trade called together, and having " a spree." 
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Putters Out, (an upper class of workmen in the 
hianufacturing districts.) — These have a great deal 
in their power, and it were to be wished that some 
of them were less influential in promoting drinking 
usage. Such of them as love ale, I have been in* 
formed, are very often " mugged" by the operatives 
for work, especially in times where there is a 
scarcity. The following is nearly verbatim the 
statement of an informant. 

*' Hawkins and Jobson were one day standing 
in the street idle, in a melancholy taking, condoling 
one another in the best way they could on the bad> 
miserable times, and the want of corduroys to cut : 
(they were fustian cutters). They and their fami- 
lies were starving, and they had become hopeless. 
Suddenly Hawkins sees a man pass, who was a 
putter out, as appeared afterwards : * If,' exclaimed 
he, * I had only threepence, just threepence this 
moment, I could get work. I have only three- 
halfpence; lend me, lend me what you can.' They 
made up threepence between them. Hawkins ran 
like a racer, overtook the man, and accosted him; 
'Mr. So and So, how do you do ? this is a fine day,' 
and so forth ; and he finished by saying, * Wilt 
thou ha' a glass of roomf This was quickly 
agreed to; and the man entering into conversation, 
said, *Well, Hawkins, notwithstanding the bad 
times, I suppose you have plenty of work — a. man 
of your hands, eh ?' * None whatever, I am quite 
out,' replied Hawkins. * Well, well, that's a pity; 
come, call to-day, I will give thee somewhat.' He 
did so, and got 40s. worth of work that afternoon." 
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There are few subjects which the operatives I 
have consulted on these and similar topics, are 
more earnest to have gentlemen imderstand, than 
the extensive evil that is done to themselves and 
to the employer by the system of " mugging" the 
foreman or putter out. 

Inkleweavers.— At marriage, 5s. to drink is given 
by the bridegroom to the men of his own room^ 
with backing of 1^. or 6d. New clothes are 
" wetted." New-year's gifts are claimed from the 
dyer, joiner, and bleacher ; it runs from 7«. 6rf. 
to 11. 

My informant in this trade made similar remarks 
to those above on the evils of tiie ** mugging 
system." An overlooker, which term seems to 
have much the same meaning as putter out, or 
foreman, perhaps keeps a beer-shop. He is liable 
tb be bribed by the workmen daily, hourly, con- 
tinually. He puts the best briber or mugger on 
the highest wages ; he has it in his power to raise 
or depress the wages of an individual in a variation 
of from I2s. to IL 4tf. a week ; he abuses to the 
employer those who do not drink and treat, and 
attend his house. Any man who would thrive 
" must get thick with the * overlooker.' " But this 
is at the risk of drunken habits, and the certainty 
of the most dangerous servility. 

Hatters. — The apprentice footing is general, 
though not universal. It is 11. ; sometimes the 
master pays two gallons of "binding ale." The 
journeyman's footing seems to receive in this trade 
the name of " gamish.."^ This is paid to be free of 
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the shop^ to constitute one a regular shopman. It 
runs from Is. 8d^ to 5^ ., with a backing by the rest 
of 2d, for every Is. It is common in some shops 
to mug or bribe the foreman for work ^ the regula- 
tion sum is 2s. 6d. for each 25s. worth of work. 
At Christmas each man is expected to give Is. to- 
wards a general carouse. It is begun to be col- 
lected in October from all indoor men that work on 
the premises. With regard to outdoor men, when 
they take their work within, and sit at a fire, or in 
a '^sheltered place with the indoor men, they must 
*^ buy a fether ;" that is, must pay 1*. for drink four 
times in the year. Here we see the ingenuity of 
men in this country, much addressed to schemes 
for procuring strong drink by every means. An- 
other informant, stating the inconvenience in large 
establishments of no place being provided for shelter 
to outdoor men who are vraiting for work, remarks, 
that they are greatly tempted to linger in a neigh- 
bouring public-house for mere protection from the 
weather, where, of course, they axe liable to be 
allured to evil ; he had seen 100 hands waiting for 
work in this predicament. 

If a man use the tools of others, without leave, 
he is fined in drink sums from Is. 6d. to 5s. If a 
man is accused of any misdemeanour, or professional 
irregularity, and has incurred thereby a drink fine, 
a " garret match ^ is called, being a tribunal con- 
sisting of seven shops. The accused pays 5s. for 
drink, before the meeting can be summoned. He 
must, besides, abide the decision. If against him, 
he will probably have to pay 10*. 6d. to 1/. Is. for 
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drink. Marriage is 5s., with 6d. of backing. Birth 
of child 2s, 6d.f with Sd* of backing* New clothes 
are wetted as follows: — Coat ale 1«., fiill suit 5s •^ 
other garments in proportion. A man pays 1^. for 
drink on the anniversary of the day he was made a 
journeyman* There are various penalties for non- 
performance of drinking us£^e. The last resort i& 
the men " putting on their coats," that is, striking 
work against the recusant, and thus forcing the 
employer to dismiss him. 

Carders (in the cotton factory districts). — A 
journeyman has to pay here for a rise in wages r 
the extra amount for the first week goes for drink 
to the men; thus from stripping to grinding a rise 
of wages is given. Marriage 2s. 6d. for a man ; 
Is. for a woman. At birth of child something isi 
given. Some are ** linked " at the pay-night, as 
formerly described. New clothes are expected to 
be ** wetted." Informant had got a handkerchief 
inked, because he would not " wet it." 

Bricklayers (in some places called brick-setters), 
— ^The apprentice footing is 10*. 6d,, to which the 
master sometimes adds the same sum. The first 
time the apprentice makes an arch, he is charged 
2s. to 5s., to which the others add or " back, "On 
working to a line of bricks he pays Is. ; on getting 
a leather apron Is.; when setting bond 1*.; first 
brick laying 20s.; with backing to jail these. 
Looking 20s., with a backing from men, and 20s. 
from master. The journeyman's footing is 2s. 6d* 
each shop, with backing from the rest. Marriage 
&„ with backing. When the wife comes with heif 
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husband's breakfast the first time^ 2g, Birth of 
child (" washing child's head"), if a girl 5*., if a boy 
28, 6d., with backing. The pay is generally either 
at a public-house, or the men are " linked," as for- 
merly described. New trowel is " wetted ;" and 
a beverage is paid for new clothes^ • The usual drink 
fines towards personal cleanliness occur. A new 
apron requires to be stamped at the public-hou^e. 
There is often a funeral collection on the death of 
a workman, part of which. goes to drink. The 
owner of a building is considered to be bound to 
pay money to the bricklayers for drink, at the sue* 
eessive periods of laying the first, second, and third 
floors. The rearing pint, at finishing a house, is, 
on the average, 50«., but one informant has seen it 
ias high as 12L ; it is given by the owner. If the 
owner, or his friend, or any visitor, try to lay a 
brick themselves, they thus incur a drink fine to the 
men ; who endeavour to induce all visitors to do so. 

Christmas-boxes are exacted from the fire-brick 
maker, common brick-maker, and lime merchant: 
the average is 5«. This goes, according to rule, to 
the apprentices, but these are bound to take two 
journeymen with them, to help to drink it. One 
informant has seen a hand turned off by a master, 
who kept a public-house, because he had become a 
teetotaller. Another has seen men beaten for not 
paying a journey footing. But as apprentices some- 
times form part of a master's family, they are not 
so harshly dealt with. The last resort for non- 
compliance, I am informed, would be a turn-out. 

Calico glazing, -*The apprentice footing is 10*.^ 

l3 
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vrith backing of Is. Looaing SQ^. Joumeyman-s 
footing is 58*9 with backing of Ix. Marriage the 
same. Christmas-boxes are claimed from the ticket 
printer, ironmonger, coal master, and paper ware- 
house. Rag money is given by the employer twice 
a-year. The usual penalties are the result of non- 
compliance with the usages. 

Picken-makers (manufacturer of part of loom).— 
Apprentice footing 29, 6d. ; at binding &•> with 
backing o(6d. and Is. Loosing II., with backing 
of Is. 6d. Journeyman's footing 2s. 6i., with 6cL 
of backing. Marriage Bs., birth Is., both with 
backings. " Linked, '' in general, on Saturday 
night at pay. New tools and new clothes are 
*' wetted." The first sprig bit a man breaks, he 
forfeits 6^. for drink; for mislaying tools Sd., and , 
the same for laying any thing on a forbidden bench. 
The master gives drink on Shrove Tuesday, and at 
new year. Way-goose is only occasional. A man's 
birth-day is optionaL New-year drink is daimed 
from the wire-worker and skin dealer, 5s. to 10s. 
There are the usual penalties. 

Upholsterer. — A young man in this trade was 
peculiarly clever with his hands, but got into habits 
of drinking. Seriously considering his situation 
and prospects, he became teetotal. Haring settled 
in a small town» a gentleman had a week's job of 
some difficulty, which he could get nobody to 
undertake; and applying to the young man m 
question, he judged from his answers that he was 
likely to do. He set him to work, and first of all 
ordered him a quantity of ale; this was declined, 
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whereupon lie fiercely asked if the workman was a 
teetotaller; and, on hearing in the affirmative, 
ordered him forth of the premises. As the lad 
necessarily took up some time in packing up his 
tools, the gentleman had leisure to consider, and 
to recollect, that if the total-abstinence man was 
not permitted to do the job, it was not likely to 
be executed at all; he therefore smothered his 
resentment, gulped his antipathy to the hated 
extreme of sobriety, and declaring himself satisfied 
after all, he permitted the teetotaller and his assis- 
tant to finish the work. Moreover, having seen 
the good results of temperance in the course of the 
undertaking, and its successful accomplishment, he 
announced his determination to give the man, 
extra, what the cost of regular daily drink would 
have been, and perhaps more ; and accordingly he 
gave a written order on his shoemaker to give the 
bearer the best pair of shoes in his shop. This 
circumstance, further, began to weigh in the mind 
of the workman's assistant, who had been observant 
of the above details, and who had received no shoes, 
because he had drunk all that was offered to him. 
Afiter several felicitous events, of a nature similarly 
favourable to teetotalism, the assistant finally 
embraced the plan, and, after some deliberation, 
signed the pledge. 
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CHAPTER XIV- 

J^NGLISH USAGES CONTINUED^ 

• 

Plasterers — Furniture Brokers — Dock Porters — Lumpers and 
Ballast Men — Plmnbefs — Coach-Harness Platers— Cotton Spin- 
ners — Printers — Plating Tnule-^Fishermen — Colliers — Book- 
binders — Millwrights — Coal-canying Trade — Domestic Servanto 
— Paper Stainers — Public -house Usages — Glass Maker — and 
Twelve other Trades — Racing Stables. 

• 

Plasterers, — The apprentice footing is 30s. The 
master gives 15^. and the men back with its, each. 
Loosing is 20s, ; master also gives lOs. ; journey- 
men back with 2s. ; the other apprentices with Is. 
each. Christmas-boxes, avefraige 10^., are claimed 
from the limekiln, lath maker, slate and flag mer- 
chant. Plasterers working at gentlemen's houses 
frequently get drink allowance, with unhappy re- 
sults ; this is intended for diet or refreshment, under 
the usual national mistake on that subject. The 
meetings of the trades club is held at a public- 
house, with the ordinary accompaniment of copious 
drinking. 

Furniture Brokers. — To men attending auctions 
lOs, is given, with backing of 6c2< each; at the end 
of a sale 7*. 6d. is given for the men to drink ; the 
same for the women employed. During sales 
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liquor is given to bidders^ — this is a questionable 
practice on other than temperance grounds. The 
above particulars may be local, but there is reason 
to believe there is much unnecessary drinking at 
auctions throughout England. 

Dock Porters (in the sea-ports). Footing S^.Gd^.; 
the men each a glass round. The warehousemen 
in some cases must be treated (mugged) or the 
workman may be in danger of being put away. It 
is a general practice here to pay wages within a 
public-house with which the payer has some con- 
nexion ; and he who drinks most, in some cases gets- 
most work, though the worst workman. An in- 
formant knew of a porter who, on the pay-night, had 
drunk or spent in treating all his weekly wages, 
except £*. 3d, : he was called a clever fellow by the 
foreman who employed him, and he received work 
again on the Monday following. Another man who 
had only spent two pints was not called again« 
This foreman was also a publican. 

Lumpers, Trimmers, and Ballast-men (in tYitsea.^ 
ports). Many masters among these are publicans; 
and the most unprincipled tyranny is exercised in 
compelling men to drink, before work will be 
granted to them. 

Plumbers. — Apprentice footing 20*., loosing 50*. 
First jointing a water pipe 1*., first soldering pump 
joint 2s., casting first sheet of lead 2s., first making 
pipe heads 2s. ; with a backing for all these. At death 
of one a collection is made, which is partly drunk. 

Coach Harness Platers.-^ Apprentice footing 
2s. 6d. : journeyman's the same, with backing of 6c2« 
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Weddings, christenings^ and birth-days. Is,, eacb 
of these, with backing. Journeyman's footing on 
shift of vice in the same shop It. mth backing. 

Cotton Spinners. — Ey^ry spinner who gets a 
shop of work has to pay frcnn 3^. to 5s., with a 
backing of 6d, each firom the rest in that depart- 
ment. Every time he changes his wheel, firom Is.Gd. 
to 2s. 6d. When a man first begins to spin, lOs. 6d. 
On marriage, 5^ • J£ he strike another man, 2s» 6d. 
All of these with backings. One informant has 
known thirty cotton-mill girls drink ten pints of 
Tum at one of their own footings. The inebriation 
of females in the present age is too seldom noticed 
even by temperance advocates. 

Printers (with types). — Apprentice footing 2s.6d., 
end of first year Is., half time being out 2s., loosing 
2s., marriage 2s. Sd., child 6d. to Is. ; obtaining a 
situation, firom 2s. 6d. to lOs., according to the rule 
of the particular office. Introducing a firiend. Is. ; 
upon any good luck. Is. ; on going a journey, Is. 
When wife first comes to office, 6d. And to all 
these there is a backing of 2d. in the shilling. The 
term '' Chapel" is applied to the printing office 
chiefly when it is resolved into a hall of justice* 
All wagers laid in the office are considered to be- 
long to the chapel, and to be at its disposal. K a 
member of chapel is seen to speak to a female on 
the street, 1^. When he comes of age. Is. The 
first time of a youth being shaved. Is. ; vrith the 
ordinary fines with regard to personal cleanliness. 

Th^ following was handed to me in the shape of 
^ printed statement^ with the poem annexed; as 
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it may help to give a view of the proceedings of a 
workshop in its judicial capacity, I insert it. 

" In extensive houses, where many workmen are 
employed, the calling a chapel is a business of great 
importance, and generally takes place when a mem- 
ber of the office has a complaint to allege against 
any of his fellow-workmen ; the first intimation of 
which he makes to the father of the chapel, usually 
the oldest printer in the house, who, should he 
conceive that the charge can be substantiated, and 
the injury supposed to have been received is of such 
magnitude as to call for the interference of the law, 
summons the members of the chapel before him, 
at the imposing stone, and there receives the allega- 
tions and the defence in solemn assembly, and dis- 
penses justice with typographical rigour and impar- 
tiality. These trials, though they are sources of 
neglect of business, and other irregularities, often 
afford scenes of genuine humour. The punishment 
generally consists in the criminal providing a liba- 
tion, by which the offended workmen may wash 
away the stain that his conduct has left upon the 
body at large. Should the plaintiff not be able to 
substantiate his charge, the fine then falls upon 
himself, for having maliciously arraigned his com- 
panion; — a mode of practice which is marked with 
the features of sound policy, as it never loses sight 
of the good of the chapel. 

^^ The following description of a chapel is taken 
from a poem, entitled *The Composing Room,* 
written by a printer of London, in 1833, and is 
said to depict a real scene. 
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" THE PRINTERS' CHAPEL. 



(I 



But now the fiither damps the angry flame, 
And the full chapel empties tverj frame. 
Sam Brown, the plaintifi^ duly has paid down, 
With solemn phiz, the customary broum; 
For here, as in Yic^ria's courts of law. 
There must be current coin, as well as jaw. 
The clerk cries ' Silence,' and the fiither spreads 
His hand in view of the assembled heads. 
And thus commences : — * Gentlemen, in your 
CoUectiTe wisdom we must find a cure 
For ills, which I'm informed by Mr. Brown» • 
Stick in his throat, and can't be bolted down.' 
At this ensues a loud and general laugh, ^ 
With nods, and winks, and lots of under chaff. 
Order restored, complainant states his case, 
With quantum suff. of tremor and grimace ; 
< I'm sorry, gents.' (his hand upon his braces), 
' My case has caused you all to leave your cases,^-' 
But Mr. Green supposes I am green. 
Whereas the difference shall be shortly seen ; 
For you're too deep, too long upon the town. 
To think that brown is green, or green is brown.' 
Loud cries of Nonsense, Folly, Trash, and Stuff, 
Mixt up with Question, Hear him, That's enough ! 

" Now Mr. Brown, to order called, proceeds 
To tell the chapel of Green's evil deeds. 
* My father, — Mr. Father, — gentlemen, — 
With your permission, I'll begin again. 
Last Tuesday afternoon, at half-past four. 
It might be somewhat less, or somewhat more. 
Defendant Green, as I suppose, espied 
An empty letter-board at my frame side, 
And speedily solicited me to 
Permit his using it a day or two. 
This, I, at all times willing to obleege,* — 
Hefe plaintiff's head sustained a vig'rous sneeze^ 
Which drove the heels of chapelonians near. 
Upon the toes collected in their rear. 
And caused some growlings, such as ' Cut the line ; 
Dismiss his case, that I may go to mine ; 
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I wish that Brown and Green were black and blue, 
For hindering business with this much ado/ 
With more which it is needless here to note ; 
While the loud ' Silence' of the father's throat 
Recalls our bang-up speaker to his theme, 
Kindles his fire, and generates his steam. 

" * Well, to conclude, to Mr. Green I lent ' 
This board, the subject of my discontent ; 
But if cbopt up, or cast into that bourne 
From which, alas I no letter-boards return, 
Or seized by quoin-drawer overseer, to bear 
Its load of standing matter for a year, 
(Fast-bound in his queer closet's potent spell,) 
For me 'twere quite as un-come-at-able. 
Therefore, I pray you, make my cause your own. 
And let this worthy chapel's will be done. 



ft 



He ceas'd — and with a self-approving smile, 
Look'd round upon the partners of his toil, 
Then prick'd his ears up, and composed his mien, 
To learn what might proceed from Mr. Green. 

" He with firm fi'ont, and a decided tone. 
Admits, at once, the damage he has done. 
' I make not, gentlemen, a vain defence. 
Against our chapel's laws and common sense. 
I am the worm that levell'd Jonah's gourd ! 
I saw, I borrow' d, and I kept his board. 
This is the head and front of my offence; 
For this the chapel fine is twenty-pence, 
Which I, in duty bound, will freely pay — 
But yet I have a word or two to say : 
I hate the curst aristocratic crow 
Of an imperium in imperio. 
Had Mr. Brown, when claiming of his right. 
Behaved towards me in a way polite. 
And not perform'd the. part of Bounce and Swell, 
Which, though he acts them tolerably well. 
To me are hateful as the fiends of hell, 
I should have kept my temper and my word. 
And long ere this retum'd his letter-board.' 

" So saying, on his cash his hands he laid, 
As one who thought— Why comrades — who's afraid ? 
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Which when the father and the chapel saw, 

The cry was — * Messrs. Brown and Qreen, withdraw ;* 

This while they did, the chapel laugh'd outright : — 

Green stalk'd like Ajax from the field of fight; 

While little Brown — ^like dog who fears the gale 

May separate his body from his tail,* 

And therefore draws it close his legs between, — 

Slow creeping o'er the office floor was seen. 

At length the door shuts after them ; — and now, 

O muse ! assist me to describe the row. 

" To aid your view, I should have said before — 
Imagine, reader, thirty men or more 
Assembled near a long imposing-ttone, — 
Some more than sixty, some but twenty -one. 
Of each complexion, disposition, taste, 
Imbued with virtue, or by vice debased ; 
Some strictly steady, Jratn^d to persevere, 
Pursue this course throughout the varying year : 
Prom bed to Baldwin's, and from Baldwin's back 
To bed, in one continued beaten track : 
Deducting Sunday's walking, eating, sleeping. 
Through their whole lives at work they're closely keeping. 
Others, erratic from their mother's breast, 
Are by some untam'd devil still possest ; 
These are your harum scarum jolly boys, 
Who love Scotch ale, and glory in their noise ; 
This latter class well knowing how to screen, 
Intuitively take thfe part with Green. 
The former, not without abundant cause, 
Support Saint Brown, the chapel, and its laws." 

The result is^ I believe, that Green undergoes a 
moderate fine^ and a vote is passed concerning the 
drinking of the amount of fine or footing money in 
the hands of the treasurer. 

Plating Trade. — The following communication 
was received in writing. ^' In this trade a footing 

* Perhaps this may refer to the " docking of the tail," above re- 
ferred to as a cant phrase for imposing a drink fine. 
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of Ss. is demanded. If a man leave His place even 
for a few days, 3s. is demanded when he returns. 
If a man has a son bom be must pay Is. Sd.^ and 
if a daufi^bter, I5. Tbis is paid only for tbe two 
first chulen. If a man buys a pig, he pays 1,. ; 
if a cow, 28. 6d. ; if a pair of top boots, 6d. If a man 
reaches twenty-four years without being married, be 
must pay Is. On every birth-day a man pays 1*. 
If a man has a new suit of clothes, he pays 1^. If 
he has a large pig killed. Is. If a man goes into'the 
country more than twenty-four miles upon a visit, 
2s. 6d. If a youth past sixteen years is seen with 
a young woman, he must pay 6d. If a man gets 
married, 2s. 6d. If a man gets a good bargain in 
any thing he may buy, he must pay something for 
drink, from 6rf. to Is. To the above is added 
backing, from Id. to 2d. each man. This is laid 
out in drink, and fetched into the shop, or else the 
men go to the public-house, where they get drunk, 
quatrel and fight, and the man that strikes the first 
blow must pay 2s. 6d.. They then go to the 
public-house again to make friends, but get drunk, 
and perhaps fight again ; and although they may 
be good-hearted, charitable men, these practices 
cause them to difier and fight. Sometimes one 
considers himself as unfairly fined, and refuses io 
pay. On this the shop must be called together to 
try him ; then if he refuses to pay he must be sent 
to * Coventry :' none of the men will speak to him, 
nor lend him any tool, and they plague him in 
every possible way. And when he returns from 
* Coventry,' and they become friends again, he 
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must pay 2s. Here it is not an uncommon thing for 
the apprentices to get drunk^ and be trained up as 
drunkards, one set after the other." 

Fishermen. — ^The 'following account was trans-' 
mitted to me in writing, as the drinking usages of 
this class in a particular place on the coast. 

" In the early part of the year, the fishermen, 
are engaged in preparing their boats for the 
fisheries. And whenever they are engaged about 
them, it has been a custom from time inunemorial 
either to begin or finish certain jobs, with a dram 
of spirits ; that things may go on well, as they 
term it, or that they may have good luck» When 
the boat is prepared for putting the ballast into her, 
it will not do to put it in without ^wetting' it. 
When a net is putting to the back rope, it xnuBt be 
^ wetted,' for fear the first time it is used to fish, a 
vessel going over it, it may be seriously injured, or 
lost altogether. When barking the nets, it will 
not do to wet them with bark alone, they must be 
wetted with a little spirits or beer. When putting 
them aboard the boat, they must again be wetted 
with a dram, in order to secure a prosperous season. 
When the foot line is measured and spliced together 
(which is attached to the nets) it is necessary to wet 
it with a little spirits, that the splices may not draw. 
And the first time going to sea, it is highly desir- 
able to have a bottle of spirits, as it may happen 
that some of the crew may be sea-sick, and every 
one knows that it is a valuable medicine. And 
when coming ashore, after severe fatigue and hard- 
ship in a gale of wind, then surely a dram is neces- 
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sary. And when, as it sometimes happens^ there 
has been a tolerably prosperous week, there must 
be a Uttle spirits on dividing the money, for it will 
not do to break old customs^; and so on through 
the different seasons of the year. But I am happy 
to state that these customs are beginning to lose 
their &me, and there is not half so much money 
spent with fishermen as formerly. Spirit drinking 
is, I hope, entirely done away with in pulling 
boats out of the water to lay them up for the 
winter season, and in launching them in the spring 
of the year : formerly that was a great custom. 
lOL or 121. was saved last year in drawing up the 
boats, as the Temperance men declared they would 
use oxen rather than yield." 

Co«i.r..-Apprentice footing, 1.., with 6d. of 
backing. Journeyman's footing the same. A 
bachelor pays Is, a month, a married man 6d, 
Marriage, 2s. 6d. dnmk on the pit bank. Birth, 
1*., with backing of 6d. Good Friday, 6d. each 
man. There is much " mugging" for Work. The 
people generally work only four or five days in the 
week. 

The following note has been transmitted to 
me of the drink usages in the Staffordshire coal 
pits. 

" When a man begins to work at a fresh pit there 
is charged him Is., with a backing from the rest of 
6d. Reckoning-drink, 6d. each. The men are 
often paid at a public-house, and kept till ten at 
night before the money comes. Marriage, 2s. 6d. 
The first time the woman visits the pit after 
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marriage, Is., else she loses her shoes. With the 
exception of the woman's fine, and the reckoning- 
drink, the usage money is exacted rigorously ; ^nd 
on refusal a sort of torture is used, denominated 
' crowing.' The recusant is laid upon his hare 
back, upon a coal-rake with the teeth upwards, and 
a crow bar is placed across his breast. While some 
hold his head, and others his feet and hands, a part 
press on the crow bar, till he yields. Some men, 
rather than do so, have suffered severely. Many 
of the butty colliers (these are middlemen, who 
employ others) keep beer-shops, and expect the 
men to support them. The tyranny and con- 
trivances for forcing a continuous and ruinous 
practice of drinking in this trade, exceed in evil 
and malignity all others in the neighbourhood." 

Bookbinders, — Apprentice footing one gallon, 
sometimes more. Loosmg, the 3ame. Marriage, 
5s,; birth, 28. 6d., with backing. Birth-day, a 
gallon. At lighting candles, so much. The trades 
society is kept in a public-house, with the usual 
results. 

Millwrights, — The following communication was 
received, in writing, from a foreman in the trade: — 

" When a millwright has a child born it is a rule 
that he must wet its head, as it is called, by treating 
his shopmates to a glass, or more, of spirits, or 
other liquors. When a lad is bound, he must give 
10a. to 20s.f and the joui^ieymen add Is, or ^s. each, 
and set a night apart for ' leaving it with the 
landlady ;' it is seldom that all hands get to work 
next day. When the apprentice has finished his 
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time^ the same is renewed again^ only on a more 
extensive scale; this is called the loosing^ and often 
lasts for some days. 

" When a journeyman gets a job in a shop, he 
must pay what is called his footing, which is gene- 
rally a day's wages; the men in the shop add 6d, 
each to it; and this is often done before the man 
works an hour. I consider the custom of footings 
the greatest evil of any that belongs to the trade. 
I have known men to be out of work for two or 
three months at once ; and when they get a job 
they must consent to pay one day's wages, at least, 
out of the first week; and if they refuse to comply 
with the men's vdshes, there is nothing but slander 
and contempt cast upon them. And this rule is 
not altogether confined to strange hands coming in ; 
for if a man has worked in a shop for a number of 
years, and leiaves only for a short time, say a few 
weeks, he must pay for drink half a day's wages. 

*' When any new machinery is started, it is usual 
to have what is called the * starting,' given by the 
master and the owner. All the hands are taken tp 
a public-house, and it often proves a loss of two or 
three days to many of them, before they get to 
work again. 

'^ It is common for millwrights to get paid on the 
Saturday night ; and often one man receives three 
or four men's wages, and they must then go to the 
alehouse to get change. This is a strong temptation 
put in the men's way by the masters. 

" When two or more workmen meet, who have 
not seen each other for some time, they cannot part 
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without going to the alehouse, to show their friend- 
ship to each other. 

" I have long thought that the evils arising firom 
the above customs might be lessened much, if 
masters and employers were to set their &ce against 
such evils, which bring poverty and distress on 
many families." 

Coal-carrying Trade. — When a coal-whipper 
wishes for employment, he cannot,, in many eases, 
go, as other workmen do, and procure employment 
in the usual way; he must drink his way to a job, — 
he must go to a publican, and through his means 
procure employment. One informant had known 
of a coalheaver losing employment, merely for 
having attended a meeting of a Temperance Society. 
Charles Saunders, in his evidence before the Par- 
liamentary Committee, 12 June, 1834, says: '' I 
go (to the public-house) and sit down, and if I have 
Zd, in my pocket, of course I am obliged to spend 
it, with a view of getting a job ; and probably when 
two or three hours have elapsed, by that time there 
are 50 or 60 people come on the same errand to 
the same person. He (the publican) keeps us three 
or four hours there ; and then he comes out and 
looks round among us, and he knows those well 
who can drink the most, and those are the people 
who obtain employment first. Those that cannot 
drink a great deal, and who think more of their 
families than others do, cannot obtain any employ- 
ment ; those that drink most, get most employment.** 
Many are found who are refused emplojonent 
because of not contributing to the publican's demand 
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for drink. People cannot engage to the captain 
of the ship without going to the publican, for 
some of these are shipowners/ and they are all 
intermixed throughout the trade; so that the 
captain, as I am informed, ^^ gives the favour " to 
the publican to employ the whippers. A sum 
approaching to one half, sometimes, of the poor 
mariyrs' wages are thus necessarily spent in drink! 
A more nefarious system of tyranny, oir one more 
fraught with danger to the part of the community 
over which it domineers, cannot easily be conceived; 
its parallel is not certainly on this earth ! And yet 
the magistrates and parliamentary representatives 
of London go home and rest softly on their pillows, 
while this abomination, that makes families deso- 
late, is lording it impudently, and flourishing apace. 
Domestic Servants. — Many persons in the upper 
and middle ranks coimtenance the perilous practice 
of remunerating their own or other people's ser- 
vants with doses of liquor ; and keep up a routine 
of courtesy to servants in strong drink. Domestic 
servants have often much in their power in refer- 
ence to family patronage, and employment of 
grocers and others, in the retail trade. Great part 
of the requital of these favours consists in the 
reward of a pint of ale or glass of spirits; and in 
many places I have found that part of the shop is 
concealed for the purpose of this usage, by placing 
forwards tea-chests and other bulky articles, that 
the servant may go behind and receive the accus- 
tomed dram. To a butler or upper servant the 
recompense is greater : in some cases I have heard 

M 
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of a dozen bottles of spirits being conveyed as a 
boon to the servants of a fiunily. I do not here 
load our record with particulars^ because most 
masters and mistresses of families have it in their 
power to see how fax this department of drinking 
usage respects their own drde^ without the neces- 
sity of investigation at a great distance from home. 

Paper Stcnners. — Apprentice footing 2<. 6d,, 
backed with 6i2. ; when the apprentice changes to 
more advanced description of work 4r. with back- 
ing. ' Expiration \Qs. with backing. Journeyman's 
footing 2s.i with backing of 3d. ; marriage 5ir., with 
backing; baby club S^» given to the mother (partly 
for drink). If shift table 2^. 6J. with backing of 
6d. New clothes are '^ wetted." There is a bean 
feast; and a payment to the house of call of &{. 
every Saturday nighty and 6<2. once a month. A 
man who leaves the shop pays 3f . with backing : 
this is called ^' washing out." Penalties as usual. 
One informant has seen a whole shop drag out and 
maltreat a man who wished for sobriety. Birth- 
days two pots of ale^ or a pint of gin, with 
backing. 

PubUc^iouse Usages. — In some houses there is 
a tacit understanding among the stated frequenters, 
that more consideration is due to the man who has 
long resorted to the place, than to oomparatire 
strangers. Free and copious drinkers also, and 
those who spend largely and steadily, receive addi- 
tional honour. Hence, in the meto)polis, there 
are in some houses, a certain bench, or side of 
the public room, called the ^^ House of Lords," 
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which the men only who have acquired an exalted 
reputation, are considered worthy of filling. If the 
matter w^e arranged according to its true merits^ 
this would be considered a place, the very sitting 
in which would soil the honour, and deteriorate the 
quality of the man* There are orders of knight- 
hood also in this court and camp of debasement. 
Certain &ult8 and peccadilloes, militating against 
the comfort of members, are tried by a sort of 
tribunal. An informant has seen a good deal of 
talent exhibited in the attack and defence, in such 
a mock suit at law, where the *' Strong Beer Act" 
is the foundation statute. This enactm^t, of 
course, only exists in the imagination of the 
plead^s and judges. Foremen are much in league 
with the publican throughout the empire: and 
it were well that this unholy alliance, were 
looked into, and generally abolished. Publicans 
use all manner of schemes to allure and attract by 
means of games, music, getting up country wakes, 
bull-baiting, quoit playing, bowling, wrestling, 
running, boxing, horse racing, card playing, 
skittles, Dutch pins, bumble puppy, drafts, domi- 
noes, and other enticements. And the intimate and 
inseparable connexion in this country between 
these amusements and drinking is most disastrous, 
and an astonishment to other nations. 

There are, moreover, in the publi&-house a 
variety'of fines and occasions where men, in some 
measure, force each other to continue drinking, 
when once they get within the walls of the beer shop. 
Thus, among some circles, it incurs a drink fine 

u2 
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" to work at service time/' t . e. when other meii 
of the trade, class, or shop, are engaged in drinking. 
The scores that are usual at public-hous&s are of 
two kinds, those of private individuals, and those of 
a general shop, arising from fines, allowances, and 
otherwise. The former kind are usually paid up 
at division of wages, on the pay night. With 
regard to the latter, when ** the shop's light is out,** 
or the score impaid, this is a misfortune that 
every scheme must be put into operation to prevent, 
by the raising of timely supplies, either by **a 
whip," i. e. a payment all round, or by getting the 
master to make an advance on the wages, or some 
other way. Upon one occasion, an informant 
mentions, where the " public shot" had not been 
paid for, a deputation of men was sent to the 
publican, to beg for credit till the pay night, which, 
however, they were informed, would not be given 
without an order from the master. This was 
unlucky, the men observed, as their poor master 
was lying very ill of the gout, and could by no 
means be disturbed. His son, however, was willing 
to become bound. The surety was unwittingly 
accepted, which was all that was wished, and diink 
was obtained on the security of the young man, 
who happened to be the greatest drunkard in thie 
shop, and whose bail was not worth a &rthing^; 'an 
immense score was incurred: a "white horse "(a 
summons at law), made its appearance in due time^ 
besides plenty of "mad dogs" (duns), sent to 
endeavour to obtain payment, but in vain. 
If a master, being piqued at a man, discharges 
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him, the men give their companion a " black pot,'* 
or BonalU {bonaller, French). If a man leaves on 
his own motion, he is expected " to stand a black 
pot " to his comrades himself. 

The " warming" of publichouses is, of course, 
often a perfect revel of wickedness. 

I have obtained a note of the compulsory drinking 
usages of the following trades : viz. glass makers, 
brass lamp makers, jewellers, brass nail stampers, 
casters and turners of metal, wood turners, spoon 
polishers, nineteen branches of the gun trade^ 
bellows-pipe makers, copper-plate printers, clock- 
dial makers, rule makers, and pewter trade ; but 
they are all of them so similar to those already de- 
scribed, that I shall not tire my readers' patience 
any further, sufficiently fatigued already by these 
details. 

In general, members on the tramp {i.e. going 
about in search of work) are expected to call at the 
club-house ia any town at which they may arrive, 
for tramp's allowance; here they must sleep, and 
spend much of the aUowance in drink. THs is an 
element of great danger to the national working 
classes, and a source of serious oppression and 
hardship. 

Macing Stables. — For the first canter, there is 
due for drink 6d.; first gallop, 1^.; first sweat, 
Is. 6d. ; private trial, 2s. 6d. ; race, 5s. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

ENGLISH USAGES CONTINUED. 

A|[tioultui«l Classes— Friendlf Clabs-^MinUters — Woollen Tisde 
— Military Drinking Usages — Saving Clause — General Obf erva- 
tions — Distinction of English and Scotch Modes of Inebj&ction. 

Agricultural Classes. — In some of liie central 
counties in the South of England, and in the corn 
trade, on the farmer receiving the money for his 
grain, the corn-dealer deducts a shilling from the 
sum du6, and presents a glass of spirits and water 
in its stead; sometimes several glasses are added to 
the first: 'This practice has been repreaented to 
me as mischievous in a high degree, for a &rmer 
wUl in one day do business with several dealers. 
And on the whole, the drinking at bargains and 
sales, has a most pernicious effect, so &r as I can 
learn, on the habits, morals, families and dependents 
of the agricultural class. At auctions in the dis* 
trict above-mentioned, and I presimie very generally 
throughout the country, the auctioneer is supplied 
with beer, strong ale, cider, and spirits; in many 
cases, the spirits and beer are mixed together, and 
bidders are most liberally plied with the liquor* 
An informant seeing two drunken men attempting 
to lead a horse, was told that they had been at a 
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sale of stock in the neighbourhood, where they had 
got beer and spirits. 

In "Wales, servant men and women are permitted 
after miUdng-time to go to fairs, often remaining in 
the public-house till the next morning; and it is a 
common practice for farm servants to be hired at a 
feir or market, amid scenes of drinking and inebri- 
ation. I have foimd, also, in the central counties 
of England, that farm servants are hired in towns, 
on which occasions it is usual to give them money 
to drink. 

Farriers are expected to come rdund at Christmas 
to their employers, whose horses they shoe, and 
receive money to drink. 

Liquor is often given at sheep washing and 
shearing ; and at reaping, and other rural occasions ; 
but as this is intended as diet, and not as a piece 
of courtesy, we shall pass it over. 

In some places, farmers usually sell their pro^ 
duce within a public-house, instead of making the 
bargain in the market-place. I have heard it 
complained of, also, that in some districts markets 
are held too late in the day, so as greatly to pro* 
mote intemperance, and the practice of selling in 
public-houses. 

Friendly Clubs. — It constitutes a great national 
calamity that, in the large majority of instances, the 
meetings of these are held in public-houses. I have 
noticed this frequently already, in trea^g of trade 
dubs and unions. They would deserve well of this 
country who should be privil^ed to make a clean 
end of this most vicious system. The facility with 
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which a room is thus obtained for the transaction 
of business, and the difficulty of procuring any 
convenient place for that purpose unconnected with 
the retail of liquor^ are the immediate obstacles in 
the way of a general reformation on this subject. 
It is trusted, that as the necessity and importance 
of a change is further understood, these barriers 
shall be speedily surmounted. 
. Publicans, with a view to the increase and steady 
attendance of their customers, procure the establish- 
ment, in their own houses, of money, shoe, clothes, 
hat, lottery, raffle, furniture, dock and watch clubs. 
These consist of numerous members, who meet 
regularly once a week, at the public-house in ques- 
tion, each'member paying 1^. to the general stock, 
(md Sd. or 4rf. for the " good of the house.** Tte 
absent members in general contribute their quota 
to the drink money, which, however, is always 
shared by the members present. 
• All sorts of schemes are invented here to make 
men drunkards, and fines are imposed on all possi- 
ble occasions. JEx uno disce omnes. A membei; 
of a particular clothes-club, in a large manufacturing 
town, paid, in three months, 12$. ; contribution 
being U. a week; out of which 9«. 8(2. was deducted 
for fines he incurred, arising from the following 
causes: being half an hour too late, drinking only 
half his glass, putting down the glass empty and 
not filling it,* &c. &c. 

* In Scotland, if a com/w^or, after filling his glass from the gil] 
stoup, neglect to put down the lid, he is liable to haye it replenished 
at his own expense. 
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It is frequently the case^ that many clubs meet 
at the same house^ and maintain a regular routine 
of the vice, misery and anarchy, among heads and 
members of £imilies, consequent on this unhappy 
system. I have several vinritten testimonies, &om 
respectable correspondents, on this subject, both in 
England and Wales; and have heard the system 
deprecated verbally, in the most earnest manner, 
by intelligent men in various parts of the country, 
and on frequent occasions. 

Ministers.' — In some places, ministers of difierent 
denomiAations whon on a journey, leave their horses 
at an inn, while they themselves may be accommo- 
dated at some of their friends' houses. When they 
are about to go av^ay, I have been informed, that it 
is bustomary for them to have two or three of their 
friends into the inn, for the purpose of taldng a part- 
ing glass. This may remind some of my readers of 
the " tappit hen" of Waverley. Where this practice 
occurs it makes a standing excuse for drunkards, 
who are ready and apt to make use of it in extenu- 
atioQ of their own visits to the tap-room. An 
excellent divine, who had been wavering in his 
mind on the subject, lately joined a Temperance 
Society, in cqnsequence of the following ciicum- 
stance. A publican, in conversation with a geatle* 
man, digressed for a moment to a whisky salesman, 
vnth whom he had just been transacting business; 
and who still continued to press him to take an 

additional puncheon. " Has your friend, Dr. , 

joineid the Temperance Society yet?" says he to the 
gentleman. On it being replied in the negative, he 

M 3 
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turned round to the commemal traTeller, and said, 
" Very well, if that is the case, Mr. — ^, you may 
just send the additional puncheon.*' On this being 
reported to Dr. < ■ , he lost no time in giidng in 
his name to the secretary of the society, with a 
Tiew to membership. 

Wootten Trade. — In regard to the usages of the 
trade in the central districts of the country, the 
following has been transmitted to me in writing. 

" In the present state of the trade no apprentices 
are taken by master manu&cturers. When a 
yoimg man enters a factory for the purpose of 
learning the business, he inust pay &., to which 
6d. or Is. is added, and expended in drink. A 
single man entering a factory to work pays 39. 6d., 
a married man, 2s. dd., to which is added 8d. or 
6d. If a man be under age while learning the 
business, he pays when twenty-one years of age, 
what is called his coltinff^ which is 12. if he remains 
in the establishment, and 10^. 6d. if he leaves it: 
to this sum 2i. 6d. or more is added by the others 
and drunk. The first time any young man in the 
shop is seen by his shopmates walking with a young 
woman, he has to pay Is., this is called the bull 
shilling ; 2d. or 3d. each is added to this by the 
others. 

" When a man gets married, he has 5^. to pay, to 
which 6d. or Is. each is added by the rest For 
every child bom, U., to which 3d. is added by 
each ; this is called washing the child's head, and 
the story is that its hair will not grow imless this 
ceremony is performed. If a married man stop 
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from his house all night on ' a spree/ he is fined 
l^.i to which other sums are added and drunk. In 
the dressing department a master has to pay IZ. for 
every 600 pieces of doth received to be dressed ; 
this is called a ' flecker,' and the workmen fre- 
quently mortgage a flocker, so that they will some- 
times be 61. or 81. indebted to one of their more 
careful shopmates, who takes care of his money, 
and allows them sums to drink on the faith of a sub- 
sequent flocker. 

" There are several annual &irs'; at each of 
these the workmen of an establishment send one of 
their comrades to all their master's customers tor a 
&iring9 which generally amounts to h. or Is. QcL 
from each person. In anticipation of these occa- 
sions, they will put up the next fairing, and sell it 
by auction, and the buyer has to supply the sum 
for which it sells, and take the risk whether or not 
he shall procure the amount by begging fairings at 
the next fair. To this sum others axe added, all of 
which are drunk. 

" A workman who changes from one room to 
anoth^, pays Is. A spinner who changes from one 
loom to another, pays 2s. 6d. A weaver. Is, Any 
body in the fiictory driving a nail, pays Is. "When 
the factory is first lighted in autumn, the master 
gives to each hand Is. 6e?., and they all have a 
supper together, and drink afterwards as much as 
they can guzzle ; and the extra expense over the 
Is. Si. is equally divided. 

" In the manufactories the workmen have always 
three or four or more barrels of beer kept in the 
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cellars, which are replenished as regularly as if 
they were at inns. From this supply all the hands 
get a pint every day, for which they pay 2d, each. 
The man who attends to collect the money and 
supply the beer, is called, tapster. Any person 
who refuses to pay his footing is subjected to all 
kinds of petty annoyances and persecutions ; his 
hat or coat taken and secreted, and often pledged 
for the sum of hi3 fine, 

*' On Shrove Monday the cloth manu&cturers 
send to the publicans whose houses they are in the 
habit of frequenting, for what they call ^ collop- 
money,' which is however always paid in drink by 
Boniface, and they generally subscribe more .money 
and get drunk. At each of the fairs too, the 
publicans supply their customers among the work- 
ing people, with broth made more salt than her- 
ring; and they generally contrive to swallow a 
pint or more of this to make them thirsty ; and 
then they mostly get drunk, in vain attempts to 
quench , this unnatural thirst. In all cases above 
alluded to, sums are added to the fines, and the 
matter almost always ends by the parties getting 
drunk, and spending several^ days in rioting and 
dissipation." 

. Military Usages. — The following communica- 
tion on the usages of the higher ranks in the army 
has been made in writing : — 

" It is unfortunate as regards temperance that 
there has been an idea inculcated, or at least pro- 
moted by the highest authorities connected with 
the army, to the effect that the respectability of 
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the mess of a regiment depends upon the officers 
drinking a certain quantity of wine daily. For this 
purpose an allowance in money, called the Regent's 
allowance, is given to each regiment, by which 
means it is supposed that officers, from the senior to 
the junior, will be enabled to drink wine daily. 

" In many cases when an officer is promoted to 
a higher rank, he gives to his brother officers a 
certain quantity of wine at the mess table. 

" A system of drinking bumper toasts is very 
injurious. This is done on such occasions as the 
Queen's birth-day; the anniversary of Waterloo. 
Sometimes the inspection of a regiment by the 
general officer produces dissipation; bumper toasts 
being among the evils attending the dinner given 
to the general and the staff officers on these occa- 
sions. . 

" Bands of music, and singing, induce military 
men to remain longer at table than they otherwise 
might do. The health of the person who sings a 
song is usually drmik in a bumper.* Late dinner 
hours promote dissipation. Amusements which 
tend to produce distaste for mental occupation and 
intellectual pursuits appear to reader those addicted 
to them a prey to excess of wine and intoxicating 
liquors." 

Notwithstanding some improvement, our army 
is still far behind the due mark of temperance. 
Even the German Prince Piickler remarks, on 
being invited to dine at the mess of an English 

* It is clear that the evil here is not in the music, but in the 
coexistent drinking. . 
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Httssar regiment, '^ I was however too tired and 
anwett to venture on the exploit of a mess dinner 
in Ei^land, where, in the provinces, at least, the 
wine is dealt out in right old English measure.'* 

With regard to privates and n<»i-coimmissioned 
officers^^t enlisting Is. is given to drink. The 
allowance of lO^. 6d. for enlisting is expected to be 
spent in drink. The plain clothes <^ the recruit 
being sold, the proceeds are expected to be spent 
among the men in 4rink. On his first drill, the man 
has to give Is. for drink. On iGrst mounting guard 
Is. or 2«. is expected for drink : and if these cub* 
tomary allowances are not complied with^ the party 
is sure to be ill used. One informant stated that ^ 
on refusing to give the drink-money for his first 
mounting guard, he was maltreated and struck, 
although he offered a supper with coffee. On 
another occasion a man was knocked down for 
refilling to bestow drink usage money. A man's 
leave has been known to be stopped by a non« 
commissioned officer, because he went to a tern* 
perance meeting. 

On friends coming to visit a soldier in barracks, 
the other men do all they can to get the visitor to 
try on accoutrements, as this incurs a drink fine. 
Visito^rs are very frequently pestered by the men fi>r 
drink. It is not common for one man to take the 
guard of another on an emergency without being 
remunerated in beer. When a man is promoted to 
be lance corporal, corporal, or serjeant, he has to pay 
a certain sxmi for drink, which is backed by the rest. 

An officer joining is expected to treat his own 
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company. This in the cavalry is 5LSi. from the new 
captain of a troop ; the fines and drink money being 
in general higher here than in the foot regimients. 
In some cases where the officer leaves the regiment, 
he gives a treat to the men. At marriages and 
christenings, '* a drop of jackey," i.e. a little gin, is 
expected. Men frequently " go a legging," which 
means to go spunging on other people for drink, 
wherever it is likely to be got. The drinking of 
a fine is generally limited to the men in the same 
room in the barrack* 



Such seem to be the principal drinking usages 
of the workshop, and the customs of business and 
professions, as respects drinking in England. X 
have also collected some notices of drinking customs 
among professional men, coroner's juries, and other 
departments; and at bargain and sale, at funerals, 
fairs, and merry-makings, in town and country. 
Various points of information have been tendered 
me regarding the drinking practices at marriages, 
baptisms, and at Christmas, New-year'^ day, an4 
Whitsuntide; but none of these are so fiill as I 
could wish, so I shall for the present pass them 
over. 

I do not pretend to be able to prove that all and 
every usage I have mentioned does exist in all or 
each workshop, trade, and establishment of Eng- 
land : but there is no doubt that compulsory and 
artificial drinking usage is very generali and may 
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be considered in the light of a great national dis- 
advantage and misfortune. 

And I hope it only requires the subject to be 
examined and attended to, in order to start such 
plans for the suppression of these practices, as will 
issue in the destruction of the compulsory system, 
and in the restoration of the Briton to that freedom 
of conduct and behaviour to which he considers 
himself by birth entitled. The full triumph of 
slavery is where it has so blinded the mind, as' to 
be unfelt as galling and debasing. . The people of 
Great Britain and Ireland are slaves, as if in 
fetters, to drinking usage, and they know it not : 
they think themselves free, and do not even suspect 
their state of bondage. Or if some minds, more 
enlightened than others, have of late begun to see 
and bewail the inexorable tyranny ; yet even they 
seem to be stunned and confoimded at the strength 
and incredible multiplicity of the compulsory drink- 
ing practices ; and are too apt to regard them 
as necessary evils, like thunder and lightning, 
dearth and earthquake, which we may deplore, but 
for the averting of which no means have as yet 
been discovered. 

With regard to the general characteristics of the 
modes of .inebriation of England, as distinguished . 
&om those of Scotland, I dare scarcely at present 
venture to do any thing more than hazard a crude 
and hasty opinion* It appears that so far from 
England being unfettered altogether from similar 
handicraft, workshop, or business usages, as obtain 
in Scotland, as was for a time contended, there are 
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fully more usages of this description in South 
Britain than in the North : and the penalties for 
non-compliance with these seem to be more multi- 
farious and more severe. On the other hand, the 
practice of drinking in connexion with courtesy and 
complaisance ; the constituting liquor the instrument 
of politeness and civility, and domestic usages in 
general, seem to be in vogue in Scotland even to a 
greater degree than in England; and therefore I 
apprehend, it will be found that in Scotland there is 
comparatively more inebriation and family use of 
liquor at fimerals, marriages, christenings, merry- 
makings, dinner and supper, and in some cases, 
break&st parties, and in ordinary forenoon visits, 
than what takes place in similar circles in South 
Britain,where many forenoon visits, supper parties, 
afternoon, and even dinner parties, occur without 
the use of wine and spirits at all. 

As I have found business drinking more easily 
suppressed than family usages, I should be inclined 
to suppose that the universal English customs 
would give way to a new state of things sooner than 
the Scotch ; and that South Britain would, in this 
matter, take the lead of the North, were it not that 
I have also found that my own suppositions and 
surmises on such subjects, with defective data to go 
upon, have more frequently turned out to be 
erroneous than the reverse. 



258 



DRINKING USAGES 



CHAPTER XVI* 



OBNEBAL, ARTIFICIAL, AND COMPULSORY DRINK- 
ING USAGES, WHICH ARE COMMON TO THE 
THREE KINGDOMS. 



Besides a vitiated Appetite, a metaphysical Engineiy at Work — 
Case of Negroes and Hindoos contrasted — Uai^i of other 
Jjanda — ^Ladies and Gentlemen — Conventional Connexion of 
Courtesy with strong Drink — Drinking of Healths and Toasts 
— Public Dinners. 

From the above deduction^ it appears that there is 
in the United Elingdomy besides the physical crtmng 
of appetite^ a vast moral enginery at work in favour 
of intemperance, greater by far than in any other 
nation; so much so, that although an individual in 
this country is considered in the last stage, wh»i 
he drinks solitarily; yet a nation whose individuaLi 
drink in solitude, is a much more hopeful case for 
temperance reformation, than one whose whole 
rules, etiquettes, courtesies, and complimentary 
usages are impregnated with the give imd takei cl 
spirituous liquors. In the one case, we have merely 
a corporal indulgence to get rid of ; in the other, 
we have over and besides a most incessant meta- 
physical agency to combat at every point. Among 
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the other nations of Europe, drink is not often the 
instrument of compliment and courtesy, and very 
seldom in America; at the same time, it is not 
meant to affirm, that this difference between our 
coimtry and others is altogether one of kind, for it 
is doubtless one of degree only. The secret cause, 
however, of Americans holding faster to temperance 
obligations once engaged in, than is usual with us, 
may be, that they have not the himdredth part of 
the mental temptation of etiquette and compliment 
soliciting them at every corner, — with some minds 
far more difficult to resist than physical craving. 
It is now time that our societies for promoting 
temperance should be founded on principles that 
win, in fact, meet the case of our native country ; 
they ought to be British, not American; and this 
should be written as with a sunbeam. 

I had intended to state at length in this work, a 
case which has struck me forcibly, as exhibiting a 
near resemblance to the contrasted circumstances 
of the Americans and the British, as I have endea- 
rcfored to represent them. It is the very opposite 
condition in which the negroes of our West Indies 
are found, compared with that of the Hindoos, in 
our Eastern dominions, in regard to their respective 
itate of mental preparation for receiving the gospel ; 
and the very dissimilar and opposite means that 
miiteions of various denominations, employed in 
promoting Christianity in the West Indies and 
Hindostan, have now found it necessary to adopt; 
based on the different intellectual circumstances of 
these two races of men; and on the contrast of 
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their preconceived and existing opinionsi manners, 
modes of thought^ and usages* 

But it will be impossible, at present, to do any 
thing more than to request the attention of intelli- 
gent readers to this point, and their investigation 
of a subject highly interesting in itself; and par- 
ticularly so to those who regard it as of importance 
to attend to the difference of national character, 
and its actual effects on life and conduct. Some 
account of this subject will be met with in the 
Rev. Mr. Waddell's speeches on West Indian 
Missions, and in the address of the R^v. Mr. Duff, 
to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, 
both reported in the Scottish Missionary Register, 
for June, 1835. Men and women who are tainted 
with habits of inebriation, with the utmost difficulty 
only can retrieve themselves amid this mesh of 
entangling and overwhelming drinking obligation 
and coercion. In some cases it might be prudent, 
that reforming inebriates should absolutely leave 
the coimtry, and reside in some nation where such 
a prodigious barrier to regaining habits of sobriety 
is unknown. 

Although I am of opinion that it may now be 
safely stated, that the artificial conjunction of liqu^ 
with etiquette and courtesy, has been, in the general 
case, nearly abolished among the continental natipns 
of Europe, yet remains of the old barbarous con- 
nexion are still to be found, especially in Sweden 
and Norway. Something like bestowing wine in 
particular transactions of sale, has been discovered 
in a remote corner of southern France, after rather 



OF THE THREE KINGDOMS. 261 

a diUgent search; but I have never seen drinking 
of healths in France, Germany, or Italy. At the 
same time, my acquaintance with these countries 
is too slight to make my experience decisive of the 
point. About Le Sage's time (who was born 1668), 
health-drinking was customary in some quarters. — 
(See Gil Bias). 

Sir Stamford Raffles states, that in Batta, at a 
criminal trial, when evidence has been heard, sen- 
tence is pronounced, and the chie& drink a dram 
each, which last ceremony is equivalent to signing 
and aealijQg. Dr. Meyer, of Berlin, mentions that 
in drinking wine, the Chinese observe somewhat 
the same rules, as to wishing health and happiness, 
as the English do. The Tour of a German Prince 
also admits a similar custom at a marriage at 
Eisenach. There are a few ancient German wine 
courtesies recorded in Grimm's Teutonic Legal 
Antiquities; and among the Persian Jews of the 
present day, healths in arrack are drunk to the 
bride at a marriage. I incline to think, that the 
** drink-money " allowed to German postillions is 
such now in name only, speaking generally. On the 
whole, in Great Britain, we seem to be behind the 
more refined nations of modem Europe, in our pro- 
gress of getting quit of these barbarisms ; and there 
appears no parallel elsewhere to the multiplici^ and 
complication of our drinking usages. But although 
all Europe were involved in a similar mesh of customs, 
still if the principle of mere imitation ought to be 
discarded as the rule of manners, our argument, 
that drinking usage should be abolished here. 
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would hold good on its own separate and irre- 
fiagable merits. 

We shall conclude our examples of this unhappy 
national {propensity to interweave strong drink and 
courtesy together, with the case of fiye-sixths of 
that class of the population which is designated, in 
its different ranks and degrees, that of ladies and 
gentlemen; entreating the reader to notice, by way 
of preliminary, that the state of matters aboye 
detailed, among the operatives, is by no means a 
thing of mere chance; that it must have had its 
source somewhere, and that the {nracticea of the 
upper ranks have ever been, and are ever likely to 
be, the spring firom which the fashicms and etiquettes 
of the lower are originally derived. We entreat 
the uj^er ranks to observe, that they are the source 
of etiquette and form of compliment among their 
inferiors ; and wherever they make drink the instru- 
ment of mere courtesy, they continue and enforce 
a wide-spread evil. This must be confessed on the 
surface of things, not to be an obvious truth; and 
most people, at first, will think it an ineomequent 
conclusion at which to arrive. In different ages of 
the world, small things have been erroneously 
thought great, and great things small. Nominalism 
and Realism have created national wars; sugar 
colonies have produced contention among empires; 
forms of church government have been thought of 
moare consequence than the religion of the heart; 
the depression and abasement of neighbouris^ 
kingdoms, and the balance of power in Europe, 
have engrossed all minds; while the time hasbe^i, 
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both in modem amd ancient history^ that the study 
of statistics has been considered a foUy; political 
economy beneath the notice oia, statesman ; surgery, 
medicine, and agriculture itself, as vocations fit only 
&C slaves. The drinking of healths, and the con- 
neaioQ of national courtesy with strong diink, has 
also hitherto been accounted a matter not worthy a 
moment's consideration. But, as Baoon remarks, 
'^ Custom is the chief magistrate of man's life; men 
should therefore endeavour, by all means, to obtain 
good customs." We have noted some of thd cus- 
toms of the higher orders in bestowing drink on the 
inferior; and among various degrees of the upper 
classes themselves^ it is still the inveterate practice, 
without the call of appetite or necessity, to use 
liquor in mere eompUment. Gentlemen and ladies 
still very generally drink healths mutually during 
dinner. 

As all the ceremonials of courtesy are originally 
derived from the usages of the ^^pper ranks, we 
continue to remark, that they have not a little to 
answer for, who, after understanding the subject of 
drinking usage, shall still persist in perpetuating 
the practice, however it may be modified, of making 
alcoholic liquor, in any shape, the avowed instru- 
ment of courtesy. We beseech the reader not 
to be offended at this conclusion, to which calm 
and disinterested investigation has brought us, and 
will doubtless, in due time, bring him also. 

Health-drinking may be considered a& a very 
trivial and venial circumstance to be noticed 
seriously in an essay that professes to expatiate on 
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no unimportant subject ; but upon proper examina- 
tion it will be found that there is much ground for 
supposing! that the whole framework of British 
drinking usage was originally derived from this 
barbarous and truly unmeaning ceremony. Thus 
the abettors of the apprentice footing may excuse 
it on the plea that it is merely for the purpose of 
welcoming their young friend to the trade, and 
drinking his health, and such excuse I have heard 
made. The journeyman's footing has the same 
foundation. The liquor used at bargains is to 
drink the health of the customers ; the founding 
pint and rearing pot is intended for the purpose of 
drinking the health of the proprietor of the house ; 
the launch bowl that of the owner of the ship, and 
success to the gallant vessel. At baptisms, the 
health of the child is the ground for drinking. At 
all remuneratory donations of liquor, the health of 
the donor is drunk; at treating of females on 
various occasions, the same rule obtains; at 
funerals the health of the chief mourner is drunk 
in Scotland with much solemnity. In short, in a 
large variety of cases, the drinking of healths may 
be directly traced as the proximate cause which 
appears to create a national necessity for the glass 
being seldom out of the hand. 

It will be foimd difficult to answer the pointed 
demand of a foreigner, with regard to the peculiar 
virtue which is conceived as attached to drinking a 
person's health; and whether precisely the same 
courteous sentiment might not be as well brought 
out by dancing, eating, or singing, for the same 
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purpose. The German Prince Piickler remarks 
upon the English custom of drmking healths as 
follows : — 

** It is not usual to take wine (during dinner in 
England) without drinking to another person. 
When you raise your glass, you look fixedly at 
the one with whom you are drinking, bow your 
head, and then drink with great gravity. Certainly 
many of the customs of the South-Sea islanders, 
which strike us the most, are less ludicrous. It 
is esteemed a civility to challenge any body in 
this way to drink ; and a messenger is often sent 
from one end of the table to the other, to announce 
to B. that A* wishes to take wine with him : where- 
upon each, sometimes with considerable trouble, 
catches the other's eye, and goes through the 
ceremony of the prescribed nod with great for- 
mality, looking at the moment very like a Chinese 

mandarin Glass jugs filled with water 

happily enable foreigners to temper the brandy 
which forms so large a component part of English 
wines." 

Professor Raumer says of an English dinner, — 

" Though I passed all the strong wines, and 

drank but few of the healths or toasts, I yet 

drank too much. This was almost inevitable from 

the want of any drink for quenching thirst." 

The Saxon exclamation, " Wesheil !" " Mayest 
thou be in health !" is said to be the origin of the 
wassail bowl of the north of England. Roxana 
administered the cup to Vortigem with "Waes heil 
hlafordCyning!" " Health to thee, my lord king." 

N 
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The following English drinking words of the 
twelfth century, are given by Wace, when he 
describes the drinking bout in the English camp 
during the night which preceded the battle of 
Hastings : — 

Tout nuit mangierent et burent 
Unkes la nuit el lit ne jurent 
Mult les yeissiez demener 
Trq>er et sailler e chanter 
" Lublie " orient, et ** weissel " 
E "laticome" e " drincbeheil " 
" Drinc hindrewart" e "drintome" 
" Drinc helf " e " drinctome." 

Perhaps the custom of health-drinking originated 
in the practice of offering libations at feasts to the 
gods or chiefs ; or of pledging in ancient feudal 
times, when, at a mingled feast of friends and foes, 
one guaranteed his neighbour's throat while drink- 
ing. Barbarous usages should cease with barbarous 
ages. At a time when the commons of France 
seemed drawing to a taste for ardent spirits, 
Louis XIV. had the good sense to perceive the 
effect that the drinking of healths, and other com- 
plimentary modes among the higher circles, pro- 
duced upon the nation at large ; and he disused the 
custom in his own case, and abrogated the former 
wine courtesies at. his court. The Church of 
Scotland, wisely remarking the dangerous tendency 
of " health drinking," forbids the ceremony among 
its members: it is pity that this prudent and chris- 
tian caution shoidd everywhere be rebelled against 
in Scotland.* A great authority in this church, 

* Act of General Assembly, 13th June, 1646, No. XI. 
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Mr. Durham, observes, ^' that it is an uncouth and 
strange thing, and even unnatural, that neither a 
man's appetite, nor his health, nor the time of the 
day, nor his ordinary diet, shall be the reason or 
occasion of a man's drinking, or the rule whereby 
to try the convenient when or season of it ; but 
whenever a man shall make such and such a 
bargain with me, or pay me for, or get payment 
from me of, such and such things, that must be the 
rule of my eating and drinking ! What beast would 
be thus dealt with? There is a drinking of 
healths — by this means forcing, tempting, or oc- 
casioning drinking in others; this is one of the 
highest provocations to drimkenness. What can 
be the use of drinking healths ? It was a notable 
saying of a great man, solicited to drink the king's 
health, * By your leave, I will pray for the king's 
health, and drink for my own.' This practice will 
probably be found to have arisen from heathen 
idolaters, who used lihamen Jovi, Baccho, &c. : it 
is certain there is no vestige for it in Christianity, 
nor any reason for it."* There are other examples 
of men of eminence objecting to the practice of 
health drinking. 

" It happened," says Dr. WiUiams, " about JJhe 
year 1629, when Sir Matthew Hale was a young 
man, and previous to his call to the bar, having 
joined some young men in a convivial party out of 
town, one of their number, notwithstanding all 
Hale's efforts to prevent it, indidged in wine to 

* The Rev. Mr. Durham on the Ten Commandmenta. 

N 2 
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such a degree as to become insensible^ and at lengtB 
apparently dead. Hale retired to another room, 
and having shut the door, prayed to Him ' who 
seeth in secret/ that his friend might be restored^ 
and that the countenance given by himself to such 
excess, might be pardoned. He vowed also against 
the indulgence in such companionship for the 
future, and that he would not even drink a health if 
his Mend recovered. And the vow was performed, 
occasionally to the inconvenience and reproach of 
its firamer ; for, in after days, when drinking the 
King* 8 health was deemed a distinguishing mark of 
loyalty. Hale was sometimes imcivilly treated, be- 
cause of his refusal to observe the ceremony.** 

Nor was Judge Hale altogether singular in his 
views. It is clear, that even in that age, tempe- 
rance principles, and the necessity of resisting a 
foolish custom, were properly understood and appre- 
ciated by some few others. On the blank leaf of 
an old English Bible, which has been handed 
down from parent to child, through successive gene- 
rations, is written the following pledge* The book 
appears at the time to have been the property of 
Robert Bolton, Bachelor of Divinity, and preacher 
of God's word, at Broughton, in Northampton- 
shire : — 

" Ffrom this daye forwarde to the ende of my life, 
I will never pledge anye health, nor drink a whole 
carouse in a glass, cupp, bowle, or other drinking 
instrument whatsoever; whatsoever it be, from 
whomsoever it come, except the necessity of nature 
doe require it* Not my owne most gracious kinge 
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nor anye tbe greatest monarch or tyrant on earth, 
not my dearest ffiiende, nor all the goulde in the 
worlde, shall ever enforce me or allure me. Not 
an angell from heaven (who I know will not attempt 
irt), shall persuade me. Not Satan, with all his 
old subtleties, nor all the powers of hell itself, shall 
ever betraye me. By this very sinne, (ffor a sinne 
it is, and not a little one) I doe plainly ffinde that I 
have more offended and dishonoured my great and 
glorious Maker, and most merciful Saviour, than 
by all other sinnes that I am subject untoe ; and 
ffor this very sinne it is, that my God hath often been 
straunge untoe me ; and ffor that cause, and noe 
other respect, I have thus vowed ; and I heartily 
heg my good F&ther in heaven, of his great good- 
ness and infinite mercy in Jesus Christ, to assist me 
ia the same, and to be favourable untoe me ffor 
what is past. Amen. R. Bolton.*' 

" Broughton, ApHl 10» 1637." 

The system of toasts at public feasts is naught ; 
it is clearly unnecessary and superfluous, that a 
speech should be prefaced with a draught of liquor. 
A list of subjects might be made out, and corre- 
sponding speeches prepared and delivered, without 
that dose luiion with liquor intimated by the phrase 
*' toast.*' It would be difficult to discover the real 
connexion that exists between wishing prosperity 
to a cause or an individual, and simultaneously 
swallowing wine ; but it is not difficult to per- 
ceive, that an eloquent speech, or pathetic appeal, 
is, in fact, vilified and degraded by adding a glass 
of punch to its conclusion. Perhaps the public 
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will require, in this country, to be further indoc-> 
trinated into the mysteries and consequences of 
drinking usage, before they will submit to any 
direct invasion of the glorious British privilege of 
giving toasts at civic dinners. A few words in 
passing, however, may be thrown out on this topic. 
In connecting a sentiment, or expression of good- 
will, of admiration or adherence, with liquor, a 
certain force is used on all the company unfavour- 
able to temperance and moral liberty. When 
gentlemen affirm, that now-a-days, they are not 
required by convivial law to swallow bumpers, 
perhaps it would be fitting they shotdd consider, 
that although incipient civilization on this point 
has began to emancipate the upper ranks from 
such servitude, yet that large masses of the 
inhabitants are still enthralled on occasions, 
public and private, to ^'bumpers, true bumpers, 
real bumpers," of liquid fire ; and *^ no heel taps.** 
Surely it is possible to make a speech at a public 
feast — to panegyrize a given character or system — 
to convey the most useftil views of moral, political, 
or literary truth — to breathe most hearty wishes 
for the welfare of any scheme or individual — ^with- 
out confirming all that has been said, and clinching 
it, by the unmeaning ceremony of swaUowing a 
mouthful of liquor. Dispassionately considered, a 
declamation on the conduct of public affidrs, with 
a glass of punch tagged to its end, is a combination 
nearly akin to the burlesque, and infiises a taint of 
doggerel into what might otherwise be a sublime 
appeal to the passions or the reason. 
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In the palmy days of ancient eloquence, when 
the surcharged emotion of citizens, stung with the 
thoughts of their coimtry, burst from the lips in 
such floods of persuasion, as failed not to rouse the 
national feelings to pitches of excitement, adequate 
to strike daggers into the hearts of tyrants, and to 
annihilate whole Asiatic armies; surely it would 
have been but an impotent conclusion, to have had 
such Grecian harangues as these reported as hav- 
ing been nestled and hatched amid vulgar and 
brutish festivity. And even our own newspaper 
reports of the enormities of the late " Durham 
Feed" at Glasgow, or any such national festival, 
are yet further lowered by the despicable perora- 
tion with which such narratives generally conclude 
viz. that the dishes and wines were excellent, and 
did great credit to some respectable individual, the 
landlord of the Chequers, the Bald-faced Stag, or 
the Blue Boar. 

On the whole, it would be desirable that influen- 
tial men should consider of some mor^ appropriate 
entertainment, at wliich to disseminate patriotic 
and political truth. Heavy eating is indubitably 
unfavourable to the exercise of reason or of fancy. 
How men gorged with mutton and punch, and with 
a fermenting conglomeration of omnigenous food, 
should be the better fitted for the peculiar exer- 
cise of mental energy, is an enigma, which puts 
reason to a stand ; and which can principally be 
solved by the British, who seem to delight in 
nothing more than in its gross experience. 

When a gentleman in Scotland, on receiving 
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a visit from a friend^ tliiiiks it proper to drink 
a tumbler of "toddy," or perhaps two, before 
his &ce, in order not to appear to discourage his 
guest from taldng what pleases him-this is clearly 
in the nature of artificial usage ; and it is hard that 
a man should not only be obliged to provide food 
and accommodation for his visitor, but that he must 
also injure himself perhaps, in a useless display of 
false courtesy. Indeed, it seems of the utmost 
importance to society that it should be generally 
known, and intently noted, that all eating and 
drinking in mere courtesy, is the remnant of Gothic 
;md worthless custom, that ought to be utterly 
banished the realm, if it were for nothing else than 
to unchain us from the thraldom in which it 
involves society. To drink when we are thirsty 
only, and eat when nature directs, is a maxim (xf 
a linevolent Mend of Temperance, fraught mth 
the soundest sense. That our etiquettes impose 
any compulsion against this rule, is worse than 
slavery* But when to this is added, that a poison 
is thus forced upon social life, which has nearly 
ruined the population, surely it is high time that 
we should pause, and by a resolute effort rid our«> 
selves of the moral pest. 
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CHAPTER XVII. 

DRINKING USAGES COMMON TO THE THREE 
KINGDOMS, CONTINUED. 

Liquor sometimes drunk in order to save it — Story of Henny 
Marchbanks — Ladies' Forenoon Wine-bibbing — ^AustrianWomen 
of Fashion — Drinking Healths together during Dinner obsolete 
in the more Modish Circles — ^Teetotal Societies ought to under* 
take Anti- Usage Operations — Energy of Courtesy Usages — > 
Gradations of British Society — Influence of Drinking Usage on 
these. 

There is sometimes another motive, of rather an 
anomalous nature^ that forces people to liquor. 
Drinking of every kind produces consumption ; but 
sometimes people drink wine in order to prevent it 
from being wasted. Some years ago I heard an 
anecdote which will illustrate this. In a certain 
community a respectable burgess of Scotland once 
upon a time treated his family to a jaunt in the coun- 
try, for the purpose of visiting a glen and waterfall, 
celebrated in those parts. A particular and valued 
friend of his wife was solicited to be of the number ; 
and as the worldly circumstances of the parties 
were comparatively affluent, a post-chaise was not 
considered an undue expense. Accordingly on the 
morning appointed they set off, man, wife, and chil- 
dren, accompanied by their friend, Miss H^uietta 

N 3 
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Marjoribanks^ an elderly maiden of frugal habits, 
and sedulously attentive to all points of domestic 
economy. They reached the inn at the neighbour- 
hood of the fall^ near their own dinner hour ; and 
that they might view the beauties of nature with 
more inward satisfaction, they determined on dining 
before they should repair to the principal scene. 

As their numbers and equipage were somewhat 
imposing in a rural district, it was judged consistent 
and respectable, instead of drinking water only, or 
ordering at best a noggin of whisky punch, that 
they should call for a bottle of port wine ; this also 
would fulfil the sentimentalism of drinking " for 
the good of the house." In those days of high 
duties and French wars, wine was not so general a 
beverage as now ; and being rather cold and alien 
to stomachs acquainted chiefly with piping hot 
potations, (i. e. whisky toddy,) the bottle was left 
unfinished* This was noticed by Miss Marjoribanks, 
and produced an interruption in the even tenor of 
her mind ; she directed the attention of the master 
of the feast to the circumstance, and pressed him 
and his lady, without success, to finish what she 
assured him he would find he was to pay smartly 
for, when the bill should be called ; her honour 
was also engaged to prevent loss to her friends as 
much as possible, seeing she was to be at no part of 
the day's expense. The party, however, was anxious 
to get away : the yoimger portion gave not a few 
signs of impatience of the delay that had already 
intervened: Miss Henrietta was in a minority, and 
«aw, with pain, a glass and a half of good wine left 
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in the bottom of the bottle, and to be paid for too ; 
nay^ it might be two glasses or more. The rest got 
quickly to their feet; hats and bonnets were speedily 
put on ; but as they went out of the room. Miss 
Marjoribanks's thrifty regrets came to such a 
height, that she declared her resolution to drink 
the residue of the port herself, rather than see it 
thus wasted : this she put into execution as fast as 
possible, and followed her friends, who were now in 
full march to the grand object of their expectation. 
It was a balmy summer afternoon ; the children 
urged their parents to get on at double quick time 
across the sunny sward ; and they were not long in 
beginning to hear the thunder of the noble csuscade, 
and to descry the snowy mists that its boiling waters 
elevated to the heavens. Sound, however, was the 
chief object for a time that met the curious sense. 
From the peculiarities of the place^ they were 
obliged to suspend part of their thirst for novelty, 
to pass at some little distance the principal fall, 
and get to the upper parts of the river, so as to 
descend thence by sundry vmiding ways to the 
margin of the stupendous basin, into which poured 
the "roaring strength of floods;" and where, as 
Abyssinian Bruce remarks of a similar scene, 
it looked as if one of the elements had broken 
loose, and got [the dominion over nature. They, 
therefore, for a time merely surveyed the swallows 
sporting over the tops of the trees which covered 
the amphitheatre that encircled the linn ; or at best 
caught a glimpse of the white sheet of foam through 
the apertures of interwoven boughs. On coming 
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abreast of the upper river, they passed among diffi- 
cult and perilous paths, Miss Henrietta heroically 
leading the van, till they had arrived over a deep 
and tranquil pool, where the magnificent waters, 
here and there covered with spots of foam, slowly 
eddied in towards the bank, before they wound 
forth into the beautiful but terrific expanse of the 
main stream, that smoothly and brightly led sheer 
over the precipice. Here some birchen twig caught 
the upper part of Miss Marjoribanks*s bonnet, and 
she, giving her head rather an imprudent toss in 
order to disengage her veil, lost balance, wavered 
to one side, and finally slipt over a ledge of rock, 
and plunged into the dark and slowly revolving sea 
of waters at its base. The party were thunder* 
struck ; the children with one accord raised such a 
shriek as made wood and welkin ring ; the mother 
of the family was at first speechless, and stared with 
clenched hands and swollen eye-balls on this un- 
expected sight. She was, however, quickly called 
both to recollection and to Words, on turning round, 
and seeing pretty decided proo& that her worthy 
husband was not going to allow his wife's best fiiend 
/to perish in the abyss, without an attempt at least 
at a rescue; he had cast off his silver-buckled shoon, 
parted with his coat and brown bob-wig, when his 
partner fiew upon him like a dragon, and grasping 
him with the gripe of despair, " Are ye demented 3| 
are ye demented ?" she exclaimed ; ** would ye kill 
yourself? oh! would ye murder yourself? Let 
Henny Marchbanks gang — ^let her gang — let her 
just gang. Would the man kill his wife and 
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bidms? help me! help me!" with other expostu* 
latory interjections to the same effect^ which pro- 
bably would have succeeded, had not a glimpse of 
Miss Henny's white hands, flappii^ the dark brown 
waters, like the wings of a wild duck at play, and 
the too horrible idea of a human creature being 
buried deep in the devouring flood below, over- 
come all prudential calculations, and instigated 
him with more agility than his years would have 
indicated, to disengage himself from the conjugal 
grasp, and to scuttle down among the bushes, and 
drop plump over head and ears into the gulf below. 
The first clutch made him master of the laced 
mutchf and false brown frontlets of Miss Henny, 
which, however, came home to his hand, as sailors 
say of an unfixed anchor; and the eddy slowly 
moving its prey towards the rim of the cataract, it 
seemed not improbable that all was over with the 
destruction-doomed object of solicitude, when, 
with a noble reach, executed at immense personal 
risk to an individual who could not swim, he suc- 
ceeded with one hand in getting hold of the genuine 
party-coloured integuments of Miss Henny's scalp, 
and with the other, as if by miracle, he kept firm 
possession of a tough hazel twig ; his great toe 
meanwhile resting on the point of a rock, and him- 
self all the while up to the lip in water. With 
great muscular exertion, our hero managed to keep 
matters in this condition till the postillion cut the 
reins and traces of the carriage, and with the as* 
sistance of some labourers, who had been alarmed 
and j^ummoned by the cries of the children. 
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accomplislied the landing upon terra firma of Miss 
Marjoribanks and her gallant deliverer. Now it 
has been hinted, that all this tribulation and trouble 
might have been avoided by a less careful consi- 
deration on the part of Miss Henny in regard to 
the port wine remainder ; although, after aU, we 
dare not take upon us altogether to affirm, that her 
conduct in this last little affair was the cause of the 
disaster. 

Ladies still in Scotland, in the great majority of 
cases, drink healths in brandied wines, in the earUer 
parts of the day. On the very exceptionable prac- 
tice of using so strong a beverage, on an empty 
stomach, in the forenoon, which itself would subject 
a woman to the imputation of drunkenness on the 
continent, we do not at present remark ; but only- 
point out the necessity that seems to exist, of 
ladies and gentlemen giving up the mere compli- 
mentary use of liquors themselves, if they would 
wish to see their country reclaimed firom the ex- 
tensive and fatal system of rule and etiquette in 
that respect, so universally established throughout 
the land, as, we suppose, will be admitted after a 
perusal of the above details. Mrs. TroUope states 
that among the circles of the highest ton in Vienna, 
" a young lady cannot touch wine of any kind, 
without very materially tarnishing the delicacy of 
her high breeding thereby." 

If ladies, living in a town in Scotland, walk a 
hundred yards from their own doors, and pay a 
forenoon call or visit, they must, in general, be re- 
ceived with a bumper of brandied Port or Madeira* 
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All the middle classes of the three kingdoms go 
through the ceremony of drinking to one another, 
in wine, during dinner; although this begins to be 
disused among those of the middle ranks who 
occasionally visit the nobility and higher country 
gentry. Indeed, it is a circumstance not a litde 
fortunate for the promoters of anti-usage, that they 
are enabled to point to the present habits of the 
highest circles of our land, as worthy of imitation, 
where the complimentary use of wine, as a mere 
symbol of complaisance ^ during dinner, or in the 
forenoon, is, in some cases, considered as obsolete 
and vulgar. This remark, however, must, I believe, 
be received with some limitation. Among the old 
fashioned nobiUty and gentry in the metropoKs, and 
elsewhere, the practice of requesting to have " the 
honour of drinking wine " with a guest, is still per- 
sisted in; and it is chiefly in circles assuming a high 
tone of fashion and mode, that the troublesome 
custom has been got rid of. If this last circum- 
stance, however, were generally known, it would 
perhaps strike a more effectual blow at the health- 
drinking system, and forenoon brandy-wine bibbing, 
than all the considerations that can be pleaded by 
the most pathetic declaimers in favour of morality 
and patriotism. It were, however, much to be 
desired, that noble lords, and gentlemen of high 
station, should, when they come down to the country, 
practise rigidly the most exclusive and modish 
method of non-usage. When a minister, magistrate, 
merchant, or solicitor, dines with a fashionable lord 
at his castle in the country, although the peer does 
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net exchange courtesies in wine with those of 
his own circle {where the ceremony is nearly obso* 
lete)» yet he asks his guests of a lower station to 
drink wine with him at table. Now this just keeps 
up the general £Eishion. The polite and noble 
courtier does not omit the usage, because he under- 
stands it is still common in the station to which his 
guest belongs; nevertheless, it is after all a badge 
of inferiority; and a general understanding on the 
subject would be better than the present undecided 
method of omitting the etiquette with one, and 
observing it with another. Wine during dinner, 
at the tables of the supreme bon ton, is now gene- 
rally carried about behind the guests, by the servants, 
and partaken of without health-drinking, three or 
four times during the repast; and individuals take 
it or not, when presented, as they feel inclined, just 
as they do bread, beer, water, or vegetables; and 
this is a much more rational as well as genteel mode 
of arranging the order of the dinner-table, for no 
one is forced by courtesy, or any other motive, to 
drink more or oftener than convenience prompts. 

We are of opinion that we canuot press this 
matter too much; for if by some amazing, miracu- 
lous interference, the inebriation of the lower ranks 
and their addiction to ale and whisky, were cured 
in one day; and if, notwithstanding, liquor was 
continued as the principal outward mark and symbol 
of complaisance among the upper classes, it woidd 
not require much sagacity to predict that in a few 
years the reign of ale and whisky would again be 
re-established throughout the land as firmly as ever* 
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When an objector replies, that time and the 
progress of the abstinence principle will cure the 
usages, my answer is most decided, that the usages 
are the great barrier that prevents temperance or 
Abstinence membership, and induces members to 
leave the societies after they have joined. It is not 
an unnatural answer for a teetotaller to give, on 
being pressed into the service of anti-usage, " Why, 
what more would you have? I neither drink liquor 
myself, nor give it to others." But, nevertheless, 
there is a strong under-current working against 
even the total abstinence societies, which many of 
their members know not of. And this is drinking 
usage. Many operatives know, that there is such 
a thing as a footing, and a drink fine, in their own 
business; but few are aware of the multiplicity of 
these throughout the country, and of their collective 
energy. Moreover a large number even of the Total 
Abstinence Societies have thought it convenient 
to shrink £:om that part of the perfect pledge, 
which engages not to give or offer liquor to others : 
and the reason is neither more nor less, than that 
the drinking usages of life make it extremely 
troublesome and inconvenient for any person to put 
himself into such a situation as shall disqualify him 
from fulfilling these usages whenever they occur. 
Many individuals have been forced, by the usages, 
to withdraw from the Total Abstinence Societies; 
and not a few societies of this more effective descrip- 
tion, have been extinguished by the supervening 
power of the usages. And I say this, not because 
I undervalue the principle of total abstinence, for 
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I highly approve of this plan, and have been engaged 
for a considerable time in advocating the principles 
of teetotalism, as it has been quaintly denominated, 
to the best of my ability. 

On a comparison of the vmous modes of inebria- 
tion, of different countries, and particularly of 
America and Great Britain, it will be found that 
these differ considerably; and that the latter is 
enveloped with difficulties on this subject, higher 
in amount, and more formidable than the case of 
any other country presents. She is captive to the 
ordinary ensnarements of strong drink ; but besides 
this, she is burdened with a system of brandied and 
rectified wines, and her taste is rivetted on these 
with all the fondness of acquired relish; and she is 
environed with such a mesh and web of entangled 
courtesies, etiquettes, and usages, as make her 
situation, of all others, the most hopeless and 
perplexing. 

In these details I repeat that I do not assert that 
all the above rules and customs obtain in every 
workshop, city, and parish ; but although not abso- 
lutely universal, they are very general throughout 
the land. A large number of them are of modem 
date, probably not more than thirty years' standing; 
and I have found a complaint in some districts, that 
individuals of dissolute habits, in manufactories, 
make a business of inventing new drink usages, and 
procuring their estabUshment. 

Many, we confess, are perfectly innocent in these 
uses of liquor, from ignorance of their effects on 
other branches of society. However, we trust that 
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our readers will not look upon the particulars now 
set before them as mere matters of curiosity^ or 
speculative research ; but as what deeply ajSects the 
empire— as what guides multitudes, by an easy and 
authorized descent, into unheard-of depths of 
national debasement; and is daily making awfiil 
and suitable preparation for that scene where 
another craving gnaws — ^a craving for relief from 
pain, intolerable and unremitting, " where the worm 
dieth not." 

It is notorious, as above stated, that the drinking 
habits and customs, and the general manners of 
nations, have an intimate connexion. A very im- 
portant branch of the question of national intem- 
perance, therefore, lies in the courtesies of society. 
Here, in addition to the provocatives to intemperance 
that arise from taste and stomachic desire, we have 
superinduced a great metaphysical agency, general 
in its difiusion, energetic in its power.* When the 
friends of temperance attack the physical appetite, 
and cry down the indulgence of a craving palate, 
they are in some measure supported by the con- 
science of the public, and that moral sense which 
argues against all inordinate gratification of sensual 
pleasure; but the symbols of compliment are so 
intimately connected with the sentiment of benevo- 
lence, that a mighty array is thus surreptitiously 
obtained against the cause of temperance, of some 
of the best feeUngs of our nature. There is no 
nation in the world where wine, ale, and spirits 
have so completely insinuated themselves, as the 
instruments of mere compliment and etiquette, as 
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in ours. This state of things exists (as we have said, 
and it is of the utmost consequence to repeat it 
again and again,) in a much smaller degree in 
America, and is nearly unknown upon the continent. 
Let no one, therefore, infer, that the arraigning the 
particular outward mark or symbol of courtesy, 
strikes at the grace of courtesy itself. Continental 
nations, much more gracious and courteous than 
we, in all the usages of social life, do not acknow^ 
ledge this instrument, and are surprised that we 
seem compelled to do so. 

If we divide the society of the United Kingdom 
into six gradations, commencing with the nobility^ 
and ending with the labourer and beggar, we shall 
find, that in all these departments, except the 
highest, the use of liquor, as the instrument of 
courtesy and compliment, is general, but becoming 
more and more strictly and imperatively such, the 
lower we descend. It is a usual, but great mistake, 
in the upper ranks, to suppose that the forms of 
outward complaisance and courtesy are less binding 
on the lower classes than on themselves. To under- 
stand this topic, it is necessary to have examined 
with great attention the manners of the working 
classes, and marked the chains of decorum and 
formality which bind them. In some particular 
eases, the omission of the understood mark or sym- 
bol of civility is there not regarded with indifference, 
but resented as the most cruel affront, and supposed 
to imply an inveterate determination by the offend* 
ing party to cease from all habits of amity. The 
fact is, that some etiquettes are much more obligatory 
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on the lower classes than among their superiors; 
and in no case is the tyranny of fashion and rule 
with them more palpable, than in the regulations 
of drinking. That .working man, therefore, who 
refuses to join a Temperance or Abstinence Society, 
on the ground that he is a person who can either 
drink or decline to drink, as he pleases, is under 
the greatest mistake ; he supposes himself a free 
agent, but he is so by no means. The most pitiful 
tippler that crawls the streets, can force that man 
to drink; not, doubtless, by pouring liquor down 
his throat, but by assailing him on some one of the 
foregoing etiquettes or customs, when, so £ur from 
being free, he will prove himself a very slave to the 
most servile principles of imitation and conformity; 
and we repeat it, that it is the influence of these 
rules and customs, more than any physical craving, 
that at first impedes the advance of tihe inhabitants 
to temperance membership, and afterwards with- 
draws them from their engagement. 
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CHAPTER XVIII. 

DRINKING USAGES COMMON TO THE THREE 
KINGDOMS, CONTINUED. 

Origin of Anti-Usage Proposals— Teetotalism and Anti-Usage ought 
to be simultaneous — Solitary Drinking— Error of Upper Ranks 
— Usage Difficulties of joining a Temperance Society — General 
Ignorance on Subject of Drinking Usage — Sobriety- forcing 
Process defeated by the Usages — Definition of Usage — Case of 
Brothers meeting — of Lady's Coachman — of half-drowned Ma- 
riner — Duel Case contrasted. 

It is now towards nine years since the author, (to 
whose lot it fell, under Providence, first to pro- 
pose temperance association to the inhabitants of 
North Britain,) suggested the absolute necessity of 
coupling anti-usage regulations with the obligation 
to abstinence from liquor; and in this opinion, and 
in operations founded upon it, he has persevered 
till the present date. He argued, that temperance 
association, in the peculiar circumstances of the 
Scotch, could only be placed on a truly solid foun- 
dation by working with this double power. And 
after abundance of labour and expense, he hopes 
that he has now demonstrated that the same must 
be said of the English and Irish. He prophesied, 
that after the first flush of the anti-spirit regulation, 
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the usages would supervene and swamp the Societies ; 
and with a sorrowful mind he has for some time 
perceived, that what he predicted has proved but 
too true. The fact is, that men rushed without 
thought into Temperance Societies, during the first 
years of their institution ; and greatly ignorant or 
forgetful of all the imperative usages they would 
require to break, if they continued to adhere to 
their abstinence engagement. Their desire was to 
be quit of ardent spirits, and all its temptations; 
and the intention was most commendable; but, 
alas ! they were neither aware of the multiplicity 
and universality of the drinking usages, nor of their 
energy and efficiency. In vain the writer pleaded, 
in 1829 and 18S0, with advocates of temperance 
throughout the three kingdoms, to combine the 
two processes of abstinence and anti-usage. He 
was from the first generally heard with indifference, 
and afterwards, on persisting, with a sort of fnendly 
ridicule. " The American plan has succeeded, 
therefore we must adhere strictly to its rules, and 
try no novel theories. We are laughed at suf- 
ficiently already, for giving up ardent spirits ; we 
cannot think of turning every thing topsy-turvy. 
The temperance principle wiU of itself undo the 
usages, as you call them. Your anti-usage advocacy 
will merely turn men's minds away from the tem- 
perance principle, which is the true one." Driven 
from all his expected stations of anti-usage, the 
writer was forced to turn from metropolitan cities 
to minor towns and villages ; and amid the encircling 
scorn and vociferation of their neighbourhoods. 
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and the repugnance of all Temperance Societies 
with which he had correspondence or connexion, 
he was necessitated to attempt direct combination 
against drinking usage, (connected always, however, 
with the other method,) in such places as the 
slender first-fruits of its trial and experience had 
drawn the minds of intelligent men to a favourable 
consideration of the system. He does not wish 
now to aggravate his remonstrance into censure. 
Some years the Temperance Societies were evidently 
on the wane. The total abstinence plan was 
adopted, and by its energetic and root-and-branch 
operation, bids fair, under Providence, to perfect 
the Temperance Reformation. But it must march 
onward through and through all the drinking usages 
of the land, before the great work can possibly 
be accomplished. Teetotalism must abolish the 
usages, or the usages will abolish Teetotalism. 
But in truth, there is no contrariety in the opera- 
tions of Teetotalism and anti-usage. They ought 
to go hand in hand, or if not j^an passu, the latter 
ought just to be the advanced guard or pioneer to 
the former. The Americans had, comparatively 
little usage to cope with : their advance has been 
imiform and amazing. The proportion of de&ult- 
ers in the United States, who, once members, have 
broken their engagements, is small indeed, com- 
pared with the multitudes who, it must be honestly 
admitted, have left our ranks: but as solitary 
drinking is yet disdained among us and despised, 
(in the country districts at least,) if the usages 
were abolished, we should possess all the benefit of 
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vrhsit of that national feeling yet remains, and the 
extensive advantages that may still be derived from 
it. To the votary of intemperance, the multi- 
plidty of the drinking usages gives all. the oppor- 
tunity of indulgence he requires ; and although we 
must now allow that much drinking of drams ob- 
tains over the counter of spirit stores in towns, yet 
on the whole I am disposed to acquiesce in the . 
notion, that nineteen-twentieths of our national 
inebriation takes place still in the mode of conven- 
tional connexion, and of course, subsists in com-r 
pany, and not in solitude. If drinking from mere 
artificial usage, therefore, were £iirly abrogated 
throughout, our Temperance reform would probably 
make yet more rapid and successfrd progress than 
the Trans- Atlantic Associations have done, great 
as their prosperity has undoubtedly been; for in 
America we have already said, that lonely drinking 
of spirits, if not to excess, was not considered as 
liable to objection. 

Before quitting this point, I must entreat it to 
be understood, that I neither swerve from, nor dis- 
parage the abstinence principle, when I advocate 
that of anti-usage, as entitled in this country to 
be brought forward at least pari-passu. Surely, if 
a moralist plead against two vices, his argument as 
to one cannot be truly said to. release the bonds 
he may have laid over the other. But in truth, 
abstinence and anti-usage are fitted mutually to 
support one another; the double power will be 
found to be necessary to the complicated circum- 
stances of life in our three kingdoms. I would not 

o 
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desire anti-usage methods to be instituted in any 
place without co-existent association in &vour of 
abstinence; but if a mass of operatives agree to 
give up a drinking usage, surely it would be a 
strange jealousy in favour of the abstinence prin- 
ciple, to refuse to receive their proposals because 
they were not all members of the regular society. 
I wish to break down no Tempe)rance Institutioii 
that has been formed, but merely to superadd some 
collateral endeavour, at least, at direct combination 
against usage, and thus obtain the double power. 

It is quite evident, that this mass^^fhis burden 
of false and fiital courtesy and rule, must be abro- 
gated and disannulled, before Great Britain can 
ever arrive at full emancipation from the pernicious 
shackles that enchain her ; but ladies and gentle- 
men indulge a most perilous opinion, when they 
dream that the abrogation of national intemperance 
is to be accomplished without their being put to 
any trouble, or to any reversal <^ their modes and 
habits of life; for whence is the source of <;oartesy 
and its sjrmbols, but among the upper classes? 
But a principal reason, perhaps, why gentlemen 
and ladies are not interested in this question is, 
that they have never as yet been tairlj summoned ; 
were a greater sacrifice demanded of ihem than has 
yet been required, they would become much more 
zealous in this great moral rally. If — ^for I must be 
excused in again repeating it — by some amazing 
miraculous interference, the inebriation of the 
working classes, and their auction to ale and 
whisky, were cured in one day^ and if, notwitih- 
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standing, liquor was continued as the principal 
mark and symbol of complaisance among the upper 
ranksy it would not require much sagacity to predict, 
that in a few years the reign of ale and whisky 
would again be re-established throughout the land 
as firmly as ever. 

When a gentleman asks a labourer, farmer, ser- 
vant, or mechanic, to join an Abstinence Society, 
he in his ignorance believes that he merely requires 
this individual to give up liquor; but he, in fact, 
asks him to go in the face of usages which are in 
general much more difficult to break through than 
any desire of strong drink would be. He, there- 
fore, asks a great deal more from the working man 
than the mere disuse of liquor ; for the new Tem- 
perance member must not only refrain from his 
usual beverage,* but in the course of a week, has 
perhaps to reverse twenty rules and customs of 
drinking, as imperative as the maxims of a Turkish 
seraglio ; while the said gentleman, by still sustain- 
ing his own series of wine courtesies, maintains the 
very system which the working man finds so much 
difficulty in combating. 

The general want of acquaintance with this sub- 
ject, among the upper ranks, is extremely remark- 
able ; and those intelligent men in the industrious 
classes who know their own usages, are little aware 
of their prevalence in other pv^ssions, and have 
never been led to generalize upon the subject, and 
take an extensive view of the bearings and pressure 
of these customs upon society. I have not met one 
individual yet to whom the sulgect, in its g^eral 

o S 
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bearings at least, has not till lately been entirely 
new ; a most extraordinary circiunstancey consider- 
ing that we have been all bom and bred in the 
midst of these practices. • 

In the course of investigations upon this topic, 
I once fell into conversation with a judicious em- 
ployer, who stated that he had been a prosperous 
man in his afi&irs, that he had little to annoy him 
during the course of a long business life, with the 
exception of one perpetual vexation, the addiction 
of his workmen to intemperance, which often pre- 
vented important orders from being duly executed; 
and injured materials and work continually. Con- 
ceiving that I had now a good opportunity of 
gaining iilformation, I requested to know on what 
particular occasions his men were apt to go astray ; 
he coldly' replied, that although he had reason to 
beUeve that they had $ome rules of their own 
regarding their drinking bouts, yet he knew nothing 
of them, and had never inquired. 

In general, I have found employers extremely 
ignorant on this topic, except those who had: once 
been in the operative ranks themselves. 

I was more successful in another case. A highly 
respectable gentleman, proprietor of an extensive 
manufactory, stated, that he had read the first 
edition of this work, published some time ago, and 
was convinced of the general truth of its positiorisv 
being able to confirm them by a' case that' hap^ 
pened to himself. He and some other proprie- 
tors in the same line of business, determined that 
they would put an end to the intemperance' of 
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their workmen by. the strong hand. They en- 
tered into engagements with each, other to turn 
off every man that came to the works the worse 
for liquor. He kept scrupulously to the bond, and 
cashiere^d without mercy : but the more coercion of 
this kind was used, the more inebriation seemed to 
grow and increase, as if by magic. On probing, the 
matter, he found that the spell consisted merely in 
one of the drinking usages of the trade. Every 
new workman that came was bound to pay one 
guinea of entry or footing, which was added to by 
the other workmen, and spent in strong drink. 
The sobriety forcing process had acted nearly in 
the foUowing manner :— two drunken men were 
turned off one week, and two fresh men were ad- 
mitted, each bringing a drinking, guinea along with 
him; this began a debauch which ended in four 
men coming drunk to their work next day ; they 
were immediately turned off; four fresh men, and 
four fresh guineas were introduced, and in conse- 
quence a still greater number of offenders had to be 
dismissed next week. Intemperance went on pro- 
gressively, aud in an augmenting raticJ, till the good 
sense of the employer put 3, stop to this erroneous 
method of proceeding, which, by itself, could effect 
no salutary change in the circimistances, as long as 
the usage remained in force. 

At other times I have found masters extremely 
unwilling to acknowledge specifically the intem- 
perance of their artisans, as if this were a reflection 
on their own character. " My men, really, sel- 
dom or never get the worse for liquor," affirmed an 
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employer, when spoken to on the subjecti " there 
is not a more sober set of workmen in the dis- 
trict." "You don't say so,'* observed a by* 
stander ; " is not Thomas Such-a-one, and James 
Sueh-a-one, in your service ; and were they not in 
the police office for a drunken riot all night before 
last?" 

It is also very troublesome sometimes to get at a 
usage, from the difficulty of defining it, so as to 
make people understand precisely what is meant. 
It has on numerous occasions taken the writer 
nearly an hour's work to explain tJiis to one indi- 
vidual; and he may just add, that tlie strict 
definition of the term " drinking usage,*' as it has 
been before given, will be found a matter of more 
consequence in anti-usage operations than U obvious 
at first sight. Thus, customs or habits of drinking 
for diet, bodily refreshment or mdulgence, are not 
strictly usages, at least as we (for want of more 
appropriate language) have defined the phrase ; but 
we restrict the term to artificial, conventional use 
of liquor, on some occasion which nature has not 
pointed out, but which conjunction man has cho$en 
to constitute, so to speak, on his own authority. 

To recur to the ignorance of the upper ranks on 
the frequency and potency of drinking usages ou 
the classes beneath them. It happened that a | 
gentleman was travelling lately from the lowlands 
of Scotland to Inverness by the steam-boat. At a 
particular station, they met the opposite steam- 
packet coming from the north. It chanced that a 
sailor lad on board of the one boat thus fell in 
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' with his brother^ also a seafaring man^ who was 
bound for the Clyde, intending immediately to sail 
on a foreign voyage. They had not seen each 
other for seven years, and it might be other seven 
before they should again encounter* The two 
captains, interested in the case, permitted them a 
few minutes' delay, that they might converse apart 
on fEimily concerns. They instantly adjourned to 
this public-house, and ordered a gill of spirits. The 
gentleman in question was quite surprised, and at a 
loss at seeing this ceremony ; but was informed by 
a fellow-passenger, more knowing in the etiquettes 
of the working classes, that if the brothers had not 
acted thus, they would have been supposed scarcely 
to understand how to demean themselves aright, or 
how to treat one another with ordinary decorum* 

A lady residing in a large city, removed for the 
summer months to a smaller town on the sea side, 
and occupied a lodging whose offices did not admit 
of her carriage being accommodated, which was 
therefore kept at the yard of the principal inn* Her 
coachman one day having been intoxicated, nearly 
overset the carriage, at considerable risk to his 
mistress : this was a subject of much anxiety to her 
friends ; the man was a faithful servant, of generally 
sober habits, had a &mily, and it was desirable, on 
many accounts, that notwithstanding the untoward 
occurrence, he^should be retained. An office- 
bearer of a Temperance Society, whose operations 
included certain proceedings on the anti-usage 
view, was consulted. He requested to know the 
usage on which John had got drunk ; after expla- 
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nation of what was meant by- this expression, the 
matter was inquired into, and it was found that 
the lady having in the course of the summer pur- 
chased a new carriage, the usage necessary on such 
occasion was a treat of whisky by the postillion of 
the said carriage, to the ostlers and grooms of the 
inn at which it was lodged ; in the dispensation of 
which John had somewhat yielded to temptation. 
The Temperance official, pretending to take the 
coachman's part, stated that it was nearly impos- 
sible to help a similar occurrence, or to prevent a 
servant from fulfilling the usages of his class : as 
well might he go at once to Coventry with all those 
in his own circle. '* But what have servants to do 
with such usages,'* was the reply ; " especially if 
they be those that may put the master's life in 
danger?" The Temperance member waived the 
answer, and changing the subject, asked if it was 

still the fashion of the town of for ladies to 

drink wine in the forenoon in compliment, whether 
they really required it or not ? " " Of course they 
did." " Was it not a foolish, if not dangerous 
custom ?" " Yes, it was really absurd." " Would 

Mrs. be inclined to give it up in her house ?" 

" The thing was impossible. Every one did it. 
She woidd be singular, and would give offence." 
" So would John," returned the Temperance mem- 
ber, ** if we were to prevent him from tasting at 
those times and seasons when the rules of his class 
enforce it." 

One other instance of the ignorance of gentlemen 
of the force of usage on the lower classes, and we 
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have done. It appears that in a district on the 
west coast of Scotland^ a man, otherwise respects 
able, had become somewhat intoxicated, and falling 
between his vessel and the quay, into deep water, 
wouldhave been drowned but for the vigorous ex- 
ertions of a stranger, who, at considerable personal 
risk, .saved his life. Half dnmk and half drowned, 
the man knew Ifttle of what had passed, till he was 
informed next day. He theit dressed himself, and 
went out for the purpose of expressing his thanks 
to the individual who had been the means of pre-, 
serving him ; to whom accordingly he repeated his 
grat^ul acknowledgments, and concluded the whole, 
with requesting him to come over the way to a re- 
spectable public-house, and taste a little. 

This anecdote was, on purpose, told to several 
gentlemen successively, and then to several men in 
the industrious walks of life. The gentlemen all 
agreed, that nothing but the most inveterate habits 
of brutal inebriation could have induced this indi- 
vidual to rush again to the dangerous potations, 
that the day before had nearly proved his ruin.. 
The circumstance of his inviting another to: take 
away the one-half of his whisky, they could, not 
exactly explain. The story, did not at all make 
the^same impression on the mechanics, to whom it 
was also, related. They admitted that the maU' 
might have been given to liquor, but that the &cta 
of the. case did not authorize such a verdict as. the. 
gentlemen would have given. As to his inviting 
his new friend to, taste at a public-house, the uni-. 
versal observation was, " What could the man do ? 

o 3 
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It was the only way in which he could pxoperly 
acknowledge his obligation, or express civility and 
gratitude, in conformity to the maimers of that 
class of people ^to which he belonged.'* 

We have stated that all drinking usages are debts 
of honour ; the regulations, therefore, of Temper* 
ance Societies that do not reach the point of honour, 
will not perfectly meet and cover the whole case of 
this country. The arguments on the evils of inebria-*- 
tion maybe most cogent, and it maybe demons 
strated that ardent spirits are by no means a defence 
against cold, heat, wet, or fiitigue, but the reverse ; 
all this, and a hundred times more than this, may be 
enforced ; yea, it may be absolutely and positively 
and unfeignedly admitted by the auditors ; yet the 
point of honour not having been satisfactorily ad- 
justed, a usage intervening next day, will neutralize 
the most weighty reasons that may have beenbeartily 
acceded to the night before, at a Temperance mee1>t 
ing. Let us attend for a moment to an analogous 
case. Perhaps there are few situations, in which 
more solemn or satisfying argument can be used, than 
with a friend who has become implicated in some 
honourable mesh and noose of fashionable life, 
which may draw into a duel. It can with truth 
be represented to him that wounds, blood, and 
decrepitude for Efe, may be in the sequeL It can 
be unanswerably demanded, what is to become of 
his amiable wife and beloved children, who are 
dependent on his professional exertions for nur* 
ture and maintenance ? Or, if his own sad case do 
not move him, will not the mournful state of his 
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adversary prevail upon a generous mind-Hi man 
with ten young boys and girls^ and an estate^ per- 
hapSy critically involved ; a man^ whose premature 
death may all around strike terror, and entail 
disaster? And if these mere earthly claims pene- 
trate the very heart, what shall be thought of the 
vindictive firown of Heaven ? In short, in few cases 
can argument of more genuine weight and temper 
be brought to bear than in this; and no man is, in 
&ct, more assured of its truth than the party him- 
self to whom it may be directed. But it does not 
reach his case — ^the point of honour is unredressed ; 
he goes forth with all his convictions weighing oil 
his soul, receives the fire of his antagonist, and dies. 
In Uke mamier, all the arguments on the subject of 
temperance, reach not the case, to whatever height 
of validity the expostulatory reasoning may attain. 
The imperative usage intervenes, and like a shield 
in the hand of a dexterous " Athleta," turns aside 
with ease the keenest and most barbed arrows of 
conviction. 
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CHAPTER XJX, 

DRINKING USAGES COMMON TO THE THREE 
KINGDOMS CONTINUED. 

Maltreatment for non-compliance with Usage — Principle of Imi- 
tation as a Rule of Conduct — Trivialness of Sacrifice proves 
unfavourable to Anti-usage — Small Combination sufficient to de- 
stroy Usage — Circumstances generally favourable to Abrogation 
— Courtesy will not thereby be infringed^ — Case of a Strike to 
enforce Usage — The artificial Connexion with Liquor must be 
disputed — Teetotal Pledge not to " give or offer" — Plans of Anti- 
usage Operations — Collateral Combinations— General Estimate 
of the Case — Stated Prayer — Conclusion. 

We might have entered greatly more at large into 
the unworthy treatment which those receive, who 
refuse to conform to the absurd and dangerous 
customs which have been detailed; but regret our 
deficiency in this respect the less, that we continue 
assured that it is only a slight investigation that is 
wanted to satisfy every intelligent person on this 
head: and we have had constantly before us the 
fear of tediousness, being aware that we live in a 
generation who will not endure prolixity, and who 
for the most part prefer skimming to scanning. In 
our endeavours to condense, therefore, we must 
have often been unintelligible and obscure, and to 
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brevity may perhaps have sacrificed perspicuity. 
The author of " Will and Jean " has said — 

-<' What! break through custom? at whose stem command 
All bend the knee in this obsequious land; 
Who, armed with terrors, lays down stated rules, 
That fetter wise men equal with weak fools." 

Total abstinence^ which is the only safety of the 
drunkard, is interrupted almost every hour of the 
day, by the intrusion and interference of some of 
these stated customs; and these it is falsely judged 
impossible to avoid or controvert. The £sital usages 
are supposed to be natural evils, to which Britain 
and Ireland are destined, and, as we have already 
said, to predominate like the thunderbolt and the 
tempest, which no power can turn aside. Whereas, 
when men's minds are duly prepared for it, there is 
nothing more easy to commute and change ; indeed, 
as we have before observed, nothing is so change- 
able as custom. 

There are two motives which may induce a 
community to adopt particular usages; the first, a 
consideration of their propriety and usefulness ; the 
last, the sheer imitation of their metropolitan 
leaders of fashion. In such matters as dress, or the 
pronunciation of language, no great moral harm 
can result from following the last ground of action, 
although not one of very dignified rank; and, there- 
fore, we by no means would propose to head a 
rebellion to determine the wide or narrow sleeves 
of the ladies, or the swallow-tails of the other sex. 
We leave the public to settle with the artist and 
statuary, how far our ever-changing costume cor- 
responds to the philosophy of embellishment, or to 
the line of beauty. But in such a critical subject 
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as drinking usage^ we must be seriously excused^ 
though we resist the gliding into the submissiYe 
principle of mere imitation. It is apparent, that 
here the] case is worthy of the admission of a higher 
element ; and in the particular instance before us, 
it does happen that the modes of the supreme haut 
ton, of the most refined and courteous portion of 
the nation, are favourable to non-drinking us^e. 
But it is singular, that the very minuteness and 
inconsiderableness of the specific changes that we 
propose should be prejudicial to our case; and 
that the trivialness of the sacrifice we demand 
should militate against general acquiescence iix our 
terms* There are men who would freely risk life 
and fortune, were they fuUy persuaded that such an 
offering, however costly, would prove the cure of na- 
tional intemperance ; but we have no such exaction 
to require — ^nothing so interesting or sublime. 

When the late ruler of France lay encamped at 
Boulogne, encircled with the wide array of the 
columns and divisions of the army of invasion; all 
English hearts were alive to a species of joyful 
danger, and waited with throbbing delight till the 
French should first put foot upon our shores. The 
peril of the case proved its grand aUuremenl^ 

" Roiis'd at the menace, straight the haughty isle 
Took fire, and vibrating with proud alarms. 
Swells every heart, and stirs the very soil : 
And the bright sun applauds a realm in arms. 

** One voice, one soul ! and darkly now has frown'd 
Majestic N.ore; old English counties wield 
The might of centuries ; with rapt'rous bound 
The Highland glens rush to th' indignan field."* x 

* Address to Napoleon Bonaparte. 
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But there has to this reabn risen up another 
species of enemy, who has seized some strong 
positions, and who threatens to take full possession* 
Perhaps it would be difficult to conceive a condition 
of deeper debasement than what this country will 
descend to, if national intemperance shall extend 
much &rther. She must be emancipated from this 
thraldom. But in the attempt there is nothing 
splendid; there is in the process no imposing pin«> 
nade of fiune for ambition to gloat upon. To sus- 
tain a modicum of contempt, a few hard words 
from those who, after it all are likely to obey the 
very remonstrance they appear to scorn, will be 
the chief sacrifice that shall be required in this 
war£sare« When a man is informed that a glorious 
moral victory shall be obtained in the kingdom, by 
his giving up drinking healths, or by abstaining from 
complimentary wine in the forenoon, or from alco- 
holic drinks in general, his mind instantly begins 
to fifenerate notions of contempt and incredulity; 
he I like the Syrian warrior, who expected to be 
asked to do some great thing, and who was in a 
rage on being desired simply to bathe in Jordan. 
We, also, are wrought up into a sort of indignation, 
when urged to such minute methods of abolishing 
general inebriation, and we turn from them with 
disdain to the Pharpar and Abana of those pre- 
ferable preconceptions for working out the desired 
effect, which we have excogitated for ourselves; 
and even those who are satisfied upon the point, 
find their moral courage die within them, when 
summoned to have the honour of drinking wine 
with a patron, or some distinguished man at a 
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dinner-table; or, in Scotland, to drink the health 
of the chief mourner at a funeral ; or in any of the 
three kingdoms, to taste a bumper to the popular 
toast given from the chair, at a public festival; and 
this, in a great measure, because, on so trivial a 
point, they do not consider it worth while to rally 
up the quantum aufficit of resolution. 

In contemplating. the preparation of mind, and 
ultimate mental resolve, which the abstinence, or 
the anti-usage principle respectively demands, I 
have been struck with a remarkable distinction 
between them. When an inebriate relinqmshes 
the stimulation of alcohol, he enters into a corporal 
bodily conflict, which is in some degree personal to 
himself, and depends on his own individual decision 
and perseverance. The abandonment of a mere 
usage requires no corporal sacrifice; nevertheless, 
it exacts as much moral courage, and a great deal 
more. Out of a hundred individuals, who can all 
leave off strong drink on its own account, perhaps 
not above one out of the whole number will discover 
the possession of metaphysical resolution equal to 
face and contemn any usage that may be general in 
his own class. But a circumstance esitremely 
worthy of notice here emerges : a very partial 
combination is sufficient to destroy a drinking fisage. 
The force of general usage brought to bear upon 
an individual is to him nearly irresistible, but it is 
powerless against even a small combination; just as 
the compressed vapour of the steam-engine is 
uncontrollable till annihilated by the chilling appli- 
cation of the condenser. This has been matter of 
experience, and may form subject of much encou- 
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ragement to adventurers in the anti-usage scheme. 
To give up drinking alcohol^ by one accustomed 
to this indulgence, requires a bold act of imme- 
diate decision; and, what is much more, a con- 
tinuous perseverance and sustained vigilance ; but 
to abolish a drinking usage requires only one brief 
instance of ordinary determination of a certain 
collective number. The difficulty of the case has 
not been found, generally, to lie in the act of 
abolition, but in previously preparing men's minds, 
and bringing them up to the enterprise. The 
point may be considered as gained, vvrhen a sufficient 
number of assailants have enlisted themselves 
against a usage. 

We have admitted, that in the case of the Scot- 
tish shipwrights above-mentioned, other motives 
than any connected with temperance were in 
operation at abrogating the laimch-bowl, as above 
detailed. Connected with almost all the usages, 
there may be spied out similar extraneous assis- 
tance, which can be advantageously pressed into 
the service of anti-usage ; such as, proof of the 
vulgarity of health-drinking, the obsoleteness of 
drinking together at the dinner-table among the 
more fashionable of the highest ranks, and, above 
all, the expense of the drinking customs. To the 
giver, all drinking usage is in the nature of a tax ; 
he gives, because he must. To persons of moderate 
means, of all ranks, the usages are a great, a imi- 
yersal and unprofitable burden, productive only of 
general evil. People would be glad to be rid of 
them, if they dared : if the odium of singularity 
were removed, and the suspicion of niggardliness 
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and dissociality put out of the way. It has been 
often found already, where the system of anti- 
usage has fairly commenced in any place, that many 
families, though they will not enter into formal 
engagements, and will shrink with pusillanimity nt 
taking 'any lead in the matter, will, nevertheless, 
gladly shield themselves behind the skreen of a few 
resolute householders, who have staked themselves 
to anti-usage, and will resist the exaction, when 
thus countenanced and supported, and when there 
is no longer any point of honour in jeopardy. Not 
a few inebriates also would choose their own time 
for dissipatic^, rather than be obliged to engage 
with their enemy, in consequence of some compul- 
sory usage, in the very midst of the business and 
affidrs of life. The fact of several delicate eti-* 
quettes (what can be more so than the usual, Icmg 
established ceremonial of a funeral ?) having lately 
given way to counter combination, encourages to. 
an immediate and general trial throughout the 
land ; and the exterminating effects of the customs 
on the existing Temperance, and even Teetotal 
Societies, seem to make the attempt a matter of 
unavoidable necessity. 

In the progress of the anti-usage system, we may 
expect much^light will be thrown on variqua depsurt* 
ments of the subject in the course of ., experience ; 
and that circumstances will emerge which will have 
a powerful, though indirect effect 'on the usages. 
Thus we have known the establishment of a coach 
or omnibus on some road, abolish public-houses 
along its line. A countryman coming to the 
market town, often finds it cheaper to pay the 
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coach &re, than to fulfil the drinking usi^es he 
would be liable to in walking. When the Gas 
Company of a large weaving town stopped the 
lights lately at nine o'clocki p. m., it had a fitvour- 
able effect on temperance : the weavers used to 
make up by night-work, for the droning of day- 
dissipation ; but after this arrangement had taken 
place, they were forced, in some measure, to work 
during the day, and to sleep during the night. 

With regard to the wonderful courtesy that is 
displayed in asking, and thus forcing a lady to 
drink wine at dinner, or a customer to taste at a 
bargain, we merely plead that the symbol or instru- 
ment of complaisance and etiquette should be 
changed, but by no means would we wish to en- 
croach upon courtesy, one of the most charming of 
the graces; but no Briton has been half-a-day 
among the polite nations of the continent without 
having been struck with the superiority of their 
general manner and deportment. Of our country 
it has been truly said, 

" Thine unadulterate manners are less soft 
And plausible, than social life requires/' 

Comperes 2k$k, 

And our more agreeable ccmtmental neighbours 
do not require the admixture of health-drinking, 
to keep up their admired frame-work of civility. 
But we need not look so far from home £or an ex- 
ample to set the point at rest. Whatever be the 
comparative merits of our higher and middle 
classes in other respects, it will be found, that in 
general the choicest specimen of high breeding, 
the most delicate ceremonial of winning demeanour. 
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and most exquisite attention to the feelings of 
others, are to be discovered, almost exclusively, 
however, in the more exalted ranks of our own 
society. If the more modish and exclusive among 
them have totally removed the connexion between 
liquor, courtesy, and etiquette, the middle and 
lower ranks may safely follow, without danger to 
national elegance and agreeableness of manners; 
and it may be added, that among much greater 
evil, national intemperance is the very destruction 
of national courtesy, generatii^ a rude and reckless 
turbulence of manner, a boisterous familiarity, 
which, however, would probably disappear under 
the ascendency of a more enlarged reign of temper- 
ance than we at present enjoy. 

In giving the list of drinking usages, we have 
recounted the circumstances attending the abrogation 
of some of these. Most of the instances mentioned 
refer to cases where the customs were put an end 
to by the combined exertions of the operatives 
themselves ; but there is no doubt that extensive 
benefit might accrue to the cause of temperance 
were masters and employers, in a judicious way, to 
unite their exertions with a portion of their work- 
men, for this purpose. There are many examples 
of apprentice footings and entries being abolished 
through the influence of the master or foreman alone. 

Lately, in a central part of England, I was in- 
formed, that a Teetotaller having refused to give 
his journeyman's footing, was for six months subr 
jected to all the maltreatment consequent on such 
an act of rebellion to drinking usages. As his 
department of business happened to be discon- 
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nected with that of the other men^ they had no 
opportunity of coerdon by means of refusing as-' 
sistanee to him in his work ; and they could not 
easily secrete his tools or clothes for the purpose of 
pawning : they therefore resolved on a strike. It 
happened that the master had previous knowledge 
of what was intended, and had resolved in his own 
mind what he was to do. On a Monday morning 
the whole of his men, with the foreman at their 
head, mustered in procession to the house of the 
employer, and declared a strike against the non- 
conforming workman. The master heard all they 
had to say, regretted to have any difference with 
his men, with whom he had always Hved in terms 
of cordiality ; but he stated that he was determined 
in this case to take the side of good sense and 
reason, and that whatever would be the conse- 
quence he should support the Teetotaller. The 
men were greatly surprised; they drew off, and 
consulted a considerable time, and finally gave 
way : the footing was abandoned in this particular 
case, and finally abolished generally in the establish- 
ment. More cases of usages being discontinued by 
means of direct combination might have been stated, 
but it may be sufficient to say that this method of 
proceeding has now been adopted in various quar- 
ters, with very promising indications of final success. 



From the foregoing details, it will appear that 
the British have hitherto pretended to a salutary 
horror of solitary drinking ; but they have invented 
so many occasions when the using of liquor is by 
rule held as imperative, that all classes have been 
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made as free to drink as if solitary drinking were 
authorized. The principle which has been adopted 
f<»r this purpose^ is to create an artificial connexion 
between liquor^ and busineeSf and courteey, which 
branches out into a variety of ramifications, many 
of which we have not yet investigated. The counter 
principle must now just be put into operation^ and 
the connexion be broken up, and thus the country 
be emancipated from the most degrading and dan- 
gerous slavery that ever enthralled a nation. It is 
believed, that this consummation would be of no 
difficult accomplishment, were extensive collateral 
combinations entered into against all these customs ; 
keeping always entire the present engagements of 
the Societies for promoting temperance. 

I may be permitted to mention, that I am 
decidedly of (pinion, that in any given town or dis- 
trict, the adoption of half measures only will not be 
likely to prove effectual. The usages must be 
regarded and looked at as a whole, and the separa* 
tion between etiquette and liquor contemplated 
throughout the entire list. It will not do merely to 
attempt the abrogation of an apprentice footing, 
unless the leading advocates of anti-usage have, in 
their own case, commenced to disccmtinue all 
drinking usage. A symmetrical consistency is not 
only beautiful in theory, but here it must be re- 
duced to practice. The general conjunction of 
courtesy, etiquette, business, and drink, must be 
assailed, and members in every Temperance 
Society, must, in my opinion, have abandoned 
drinking usage in the general^ before they can 
efficiently address themselves to the work of altera- 
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tion in detail. And here may be the proper place 
for requesting attention to the second branch of the 
pledge of manjTotal Abstinence Societies, viz. that 
against ** giving and offering liquor." It is clear 
that such a pledge is of the highest importance to 
the general suppression of drinking usage. And 
this once settled, then each usage must be dealt 
with wherever it is individually to be found ; and 
all the workshops and manufactories separately 
enfiladed and raked fore and aft with anti-usage 
artillery. Thus it will be seen that I take the 
liberty of recommending, first, in the general^ a 
double power to be put into operation by all Socie- 
ties for suppression of intemperance, viz. abstinence 
and anti-usage; but on the second point, viz. anti- 
usage, a double procedure is also requisite — ^first, a 
general combination of as many as can be obtained 
in any district against all the usages ; and second, 
specific dealing vnth an individual usage in a parti- 
cular class, profession, manufsictory, or workshop. 
To dwell a little on this particular — I have endea- 
voured to demonstrate that combination is the essen- 
tial point in anti-usage operations. If so," it will 
follow that no great advantage will accrue from one 
individual only, in a place, abandoning a drinking 
usage, unless he have influence and perseverance 
to bring others to the same practice. This he 
should strenuously endeavour to accomplish; 
indeed, if conscience will permit, he ought, per- 
haps, to effect the combination before declaring 
himself. I venture to think some excellent 
friends, in some parts of Scotland, have erred in 
changing funeral customs in the case of their own 
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relations^ without previous understanding with a 
sufficient number of their feUow-citizens, and pre- 
liminary adjustments of a general nature^ such as 
might have ensured a simukaneous movement in 
the town or district to which they belonged. They 
have merely subjected themselves to contempt and 
ridicule^ and no general good has been obtained. 

I have stated that in anti-usage procedure, two 
points are necessary; first, to view the drinking 
usages as a whole, and to have a certain number 
at least of temperance advocates in a given place, 
prepared to sever all connexion between liquor 
and etiquette, through the whole list of usages ; 
and secondly, to proceed to assail usages of par- 
ticular trades in detail, (such as apprentice foot^ 
ings, &c.) and special customs which are frequent 
in general or domestic life, (such as drinking at 
funerals, &c.). In all this we ought not to refuse 
any individual or class, willing to discontinue a 
particular usage, although he or they should decline 
becoming teetotal. It will be foimd that the abo- 
lition of any one usage in a place, pioneers the 
way for others sharing the same fate. 

One grand argument in favour of taking a general 
comprehensive view of the usages, lies here, that 
thus we shall obtain a sight of their collective and 
combined force, and their daily continuous action 
upon society. To look at and consider one or two 
individual usages will not put the public mind into 
the state I wish it placed on this subject. I may 
just ask the attentive reader, who has for the first 
time considered this interesting topic, whether it 
was not the frightful number and hopeless univer- 
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sality of the customsy that struck his own mind in 
the perusal of this treatise. For the Societies to 
effect any useful movement^ therefore^ by piddling 
and trifling at one or two usages of the operative 
classes, will be found, I humbly conceive, to be 
but fruitless labour* The whole array must be met 
and encountered, although it is, nevertheless, un- 
doubted, that it must be cut off also in detail. 
For the j^rinciple of our abrogation strikes equally 
at all usages ; and if gentlemen and ladies shall 
uphold with one hand a system which they are 
attempting to pull down with the other, the ope- 
ratives are sharp-sighted enough to see that they 
cannot be fairly expected to abandon an appro- 
priate drinking usage, while the grand source of 
usage is flowing forth among the upper ranks as 
abundantly as ever. Before we can, with expecta- 
tion, proceed to pump out the lesser pools and 
shallows, the^main dyke must be run across, uid 
the proud advance of the sea be stayed. 

With regard to the first or general point, some- 
thing similar to the following scheme has been found 
useful; although it does not go so far as total absti- 
nence from liquor; because hundreds have been 
found willing to assist partially or even totally 
against drinking usage, who would not abstain from 
liquor altogether. In this scheme the usages are 
disposed in columns, because sometimes an indivi- 
dual is not ready to sign the whole, but may, how- 
ever, agree to one or more columns. Similar 
.collateral schedules may be drawn out to suit the 
particular circuoistances of each district. 
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Sl6 DRIKtlKG tJSAGBS 

Dihnier Partiei. — :Cbiisidermg the thxiiMe, tedi* 
ousness^ and eicpe&se of these ; the cfbstaeles th^ 
present to rational convebsatiob/ ifttellecttxal iik^ 
provementy and elegant amuseinent; fiind the vm^ 
of provocatives they hold out to intemperance *df 
every kind; it is proposed to Adopt, occtmandtfy^^ 
the afternoon party, or domestic ioirie, wh^^ 
neither wine nor spirits shall intervene : with, a 
view to the partial abrogation of the dinner party, 
as the meal of ceremony in this country* 'Sbe^ 
dinner is generally a private repast on the contin^^nt, 
and seldom a feast of ceremony. The soirie, ot 
conversazione, is the principal convivial meeting or 
entertainment; it differs little from & cbmmon ti^» 
party, but there is generally more ceremoiiy, aild 
often a greater infusion of literary ^scourse and 
intellectual recreation. This description of afiet^ 
noon party might be easily aidfus^ted to the use hf 
the more intellectual and risfined poirtion of society 
in all circles; it is capable of beii% wade th6 6cca» 
sion of high intellectual excitement and entertain- 
ment, which the dinner-party tM iiot;>and it hs By 
no means unsusceptible of being constituted, under 
proper regulations, an asylum for Christians frcnfct 
the miscellaneous evils of ordinary tisag^. : ^ 

The engagement in the above schedule has beHi 
of purpose made as light and easy as it was alindit 
possible to frame it in the circumstances 6{ the ca!^, 
in order to procure a beginning tb the Anti-ITsi^* 
System. Many sensible pfefsons have*givaiit asfk^ 
opinion, that it is not Sufficiently tsttait; but tills 
defect can be corrected, aild the rules ma% td an^W^r 
the requirements of each particulaf district. 
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\ • To B&aiiQ . aJJ tliiii9^5ulBect ,to a cQpcjluaion.T-In 

. ^e woikshcg?, in the WjaijhiBg-greeii^ in the manufac- 

tpry,'ia the: kitchen, in the. parlour, in th^ lane, in 

tl^stxeetj in th<e ^elds, in the cottage, in the castle, 

pn lioid, on^w^er^ at the market, and in ,the churchy 

soi^d inehpatioj?^ assaik our nostrils and saddens 

q^, heart, , . . , 

'^ Wl^n w^ ]pp\gi tO; the define and fell of empires, 

^ixA searclifi^r 9ome principle, either secretly wast- 

i;ag[ in it;s.^ati,ire| fir overtly desolating, competent 

tpj be ithe 4f^^ cause of such a result — we shall 

^nd tb^t nat^nal int^perance is not inadequate 

fp,tb^ cmel; (yunsTftmTnation. It will put all the 

DAa^nspnngs of the often«-boasted character of .Gri;eat 

jj^tain to tbje proof of action, in the serious operas 

jtions tha$ must attend an endeavour to regain, once 

V^yonQi the high path of moral honour and duty; all 

)the enexgies o£ all the classes in the community 

>viU be put to an exquisite test*^ 

r Our. nation has lately arrived at a crisis^ in the 

leSKBessive nse of inebriating liquors, unknown in 

^mer time. .Men, young, old, and middle-aged, 

Me their whole Ufe imbued with a deleterious 

K^d uncontrollable propensity to this vice. It tells 

upon their health, means, maimers, and religious 

/Character, in l^e most affecting manner. Moral 

^iruin glares us. in the &ce; and a new revolti|ig 

feature Imm^ lately presented itself, in the avowed, 

Hopen^ shameless iiiebriation of the female sex. But 

^as if to fulfil tbe wl^ole^and to add the acme and 

4opstone tp this aatanic' superstructure, many mere 

Tcbjl^i^en are now iar. gone in firm and hardened 



£(awKi9 Gatt8e> now languidly im^P foflbii tbtiar 
flconij triik A;»tiiitg in their haa^i. irtifl^ tbo tdicb 
^ the r^fleotiag psople i» hiewd, m^m^ tb& Vfic^m^ 
of t^4)o^ag6i liirwgliout tbej«l;4F6!^4a«iJM6B^iA 
id^ ia9f^w» and im the. gaoiHit(|ifl0, jbwwHliiig 
^f^; <a{^mheB9iYe o( j# . mrfi: iQiuM mmmg 
4e«olaftion from th^ socdid ^mmff, ^mdL dcffiandMig ^ 
firm atF^F against tke destir^sjtk^ tfeM^siliiftitis^^ 
at the viti^laof the«mpirfi»! , ' . ■ ni . »-;• :xx» 
I hope I shall not be epasidertdc 9^ ^(Amh^wkmi 

tion the subject of stated weekly pray^H^neetingfc 
for success to the TemEperanee BalpmialiQVk^ BiSfc 
not^ surely^ necSesaary to^ remind Gbrktitas qf .tins 
inai^essible. privilege 'in> all matt^carcfdoubty 
difficulty, htbonr, Jand^ apparent hope^kisaDesak jIa 
thc^ festoiation of the ^blessiiigs ^^ImiopdiweQi^ 
the natioii so tdyinl a matter, iha/t cbiiitisailnte 
and woin^n think it not worth their /whilatafetitklit 
Ha9*ven foY thJB eaii Do Temporaiim Sio^ptsatf 
profess to^ be founded on gospel pi9m3i|>]M| an^ JmIt 
lire thejr, careless of the proffimd imla^u^ WE^e 
Ahnighty, in. that «mio4e H9 has 4p^if(JU^i]tawt^ 
out? ]3t^ ini this matter it might W demoAstxjiittlp 
that i^d^N^lei po^a^nel piwgreri £jdfik aQls^dil«& 
is requiied>,9i osrder^oattAin.tholuUadTaQtAglttiQfi 



dia\iaK)te]^Mkii£^ tif 'i@fed4n<^^ 
^vAa^T^ y biri nuib&i^ to 43tmtinue iniBtant it pt&feT, 
md; a^ mt tilled. Itlfke Jeftve to fky, that fliose safe 
Mos^ eoiM3i(»(ietil^tHflii many bf cfor^^Tempietahbe 

4bd^^lel«e€r ol iii G^S r ^9 proli^raifit^ ihttt bblief, 
urii© deay that ihe g^ipttires toe a re^lAtfbn from 
^»QfVGti; iBurotif'lMs^omt I tamt re^pi^kftilly «] 
fttal- tc( tb«i tMH trbo |>¥ays in hid pirrlottr^ ahd 
Us^xsio^Bt^'^tabim^vik) ][)i]^yd at i(>u1dk ordlbaikce^ 
to Mm ^o ^kd % blei^ng befox^ hh m^ai; anil 
i^ini^ l&a^&' to Odd ifer bodily sustenance. Nay; 
i ip^dld fo^tb^ uudadoui^ didscfmbkr, vAxo dhx>vmi 
tifi^'IneffiiMe Mi<Bt Cau«e^ and His tevdation' of 
compassion to men — to bim^ I say, at that awatkex^- 
ing* {>e¥idd t(( solelnn genuine thon^t, #ben, 
yfS&ag fbp meixsy, b^ makes the bed of ^e^ath t6 
1^11^1- under his angUish-Hihiieki^ and invokes 
SM w^ will noi now bend his eot^-^hideousLy 
goped^aiMl 'Seat^es foi? the withdrawing breathy 
whiefa is graduiilly fcunsaking him foir ever^^-^Ck to 
him mthat gntm horisony caught amid th^ wnves 
tHatW) JmMniing him to eternity— when the cry 
cf ^aU oa-bmrd is. To prayers ! To prayers t-^>^hen 
^^ktti[iiOaaie. di^wns the voice of miin, and 'hope 
hais; ^perikbiid nnder the flying heavens' and an^ 

■jiJkM byHMh^in 4s thin ma^ficent axsMevement 
df^Wferdiiition %o be c^pleted; — suc^ an entire 
<dhngisi^«dto« hkh^rto inteterttte €nst6in6 6f » great 
HattoBy as^shall witlid»«w tk<» most) ef^ttrei^bfetrtf- 
±&axik of Isir oMfiorion^tiaid riiame i isin^j :$nnk 



lie4^i^ fevoiutiou?, No. ?«tM)iJj. But i^ m^a, 
aloM found wagingiwar in this d^^fetfiiL i|el4?,^ ^ 
tljOTenotaGod? The fi»ol alone BWthlAier^.isj^' 
Crod^ and it is only in hiajimrt that he. s^tlj.it. ^ 
" But QUI Cod ii the Ltrd, b]( vfavvi y ; ) 

The heBvens aud eutb were jm^rJ • 

Does he turn the minds of me'- 
vatet! Does he feed the mv^ai 
a s{iain»r falleth not to the g 
snmbei our hfurs, while he nan 
he not abo strong, is he Qot slsi 
not sift and shake the affairs o{ 
^eirplaces? And lutslie.no ey< 
pant sin, and has he no approval 
;aeeai Is it possible to conceive 
already withdrawn from the polli 
rois of inehriatioa, and not be! 
haen th^ author of the work? Alas! kpow^t'thoii 
iiot that it is He alone who delivers and inalf^ to 
escape the bird out of the snaieof the fowlei?,. .1^ 
is his hand that sufluses the rosy cheek; that cai^sf^ 
t(» ^jeam the sound and satisfied eye ;— thait ipsto^es 
^e loal^sonie man of drink; thatsaactifies tVe feU( 
tortured look of the drunkard of m?j;;^a^.s;^U<At 
bids t9 live, the female grovelling in willing ^l^n^k 
dead in her shame ; that retrieves her -d^tor^ 
yisage, «lse prophetic of worse than Pftrtblj PjfigS.- 
dation. He also ranBoms the reckless and pefftectea 
b(fy, whosevery bpnes aad sinews h^vp teen ^m%. 
tagasSfiei., by the cruel tormept of, loi^ am cobt- 
liaup^a alpohol; whose ,ruby 1^ bflsbeeft tuj^ei^ 
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to sal&on; .wUose iitnocent.fye hs^ heen wrou^t 
intp th^ ,o^ar?icy of aggrewioii, and phyM fel- 
lowship 4ter6d intd the heartless deed <^ Wood* 
He jsuatches . as £t brand &otA the hundng. Th$ 
British Temperance RefonnatioiL Is^ therdPore, of 
God.; Yes, it is He \^ho hath reared tip t;^ frame- 
work of good. Therefore, " Sing, O ye heavens, 
for the Lord hath done it; shout, ye lower paAs of 
the earth; break forth into singing, ye mountains, 
O forest, and every tree therein." Can He not be 
further drav«rn near uiito for this gracious work, that 
it may yet flourish as the forests of summer, and 
be a broad place of glorious streams; — that it may 
produce not only outward peace and morality, but 
be an avenue for regenerating grace ? Is He soli- 
tary and imapproachable ? Will he not bend his 
ear ? or is his eye continually sharpened for destruc- 
tion; and will he only unlock for ever eternal 
gloomst Nay, but here, here only, is our rest. 
To His hand we look for a people redeemed from 
drunkenness, and prepared to receive the sanctitude 
of his revelation. With him is forgiveness and re- 
lease, from these otherwise irretrievable, unsearch- 
able abysses. Yes: let the cold and selfish obduracy 
of his own Israel resist; let the universal earth, the 
peculiar dominion, at present, of him who rules the 
power of the air, writhe as with indignation and 
scorn; let farthest, dimmest hell echo, and let her 
inmates rave with more than delirious contortion; 
he can, and he will, amidst fiercest conflict, make 
the moral desert to bloom as the rose ; he can, and 
does, lift up the feeble and despised; he upholds 
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the meanest liands; favours the minutest efforts; 
smiles on what is coimted vile and base; calls on 
and comforts the rejected. He will sustain our 
puny endeavours. " The people that do know 
their God, shall be strong, and do exploits.** It is 
the Almighty who guards and maintains the Tem- 
perance cause throughout* But mark! in the 
hands of man, supplication to the Eternal is its 
sheet anchor* 



INDEX. 



INDEX. 



A. 



Abroad, going or returning, drink 

line, 181 
Abrogation of drinldng usages, 

circumstances favourable to, S5, 

86, 68, 805 
Accuser failing to substantiate 

charge, drink fine, 122, 203 
Affidavit men, 166 
Age,. coming of, drink fine, 230 
Agricultural occupations, drink- 
ing usages of, 20, 63— 6S, 133, 

2«, 247 
Allowances of drink, 131, 182 
Anniversazy of joining trade, 

drink fine, 8 
Anti-usage, plan of operations, 

310, 814 
Apprentice footing, or entry, re- 
flections on, 11,12, 15, etpasnm 

anecdotes 

of,113, 127, 188,212 
Apron stamping, 203, 225 
Arthur Seat mountain, usage, 

69—78 
Artificial connezion of business 

sales, and liquor, 310 (see also 

Footings, Fines, 3rc.) 
Assistance at worl^ refusal of, a 

drink penally, 128, 138, 192, 

186 
Auctions, agricultural and othefs, 

drink at, 20, 77, 246 



B. 



Backings of drink money, 116, 
130, 179, et pamm 

Baillie days, 77 

Ballast men, their usages, 229 

Balls, whisky, of females exclu- 
sively, 57 

Baptism, drinking at, 67, 158, et 
poisim 

— dram^ previous to, 30 

Bargain and sale, use of liquor at, 
21, 25, 133, 218, 247 

a good, drink fine, 235 
■ a rue, how a^usted, 22 

Beams of lower deck, laying, li- 
quor at, 177 

Bean feast, 196, 203, 242 

Bench, change of, in workshops, 
7,185 

Bets, see Wagers, Stakes 

Birih day, a man's, 180, &c. 

'- of children, 30, 180, 

184, &c. 

Black pot, 245 

~- rock, 180 

Blacksmiths' usages, 83, 183 

Block cutters' usages, 7 

Blockmakers' ditto, 199 

Bookbinders' ditto, 238 
' Boots, pair of top, buying, fine, 
285 

Brass founders' usages, 214 

Breakfast dram, 32, 61 



Q 
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TlfitfltX, 



BricUayeni'iudiges, 224 
Bridewell, fine for being Bttit to, 

181 ' 

Brothering, 6, 11 
Brothen, case of flieeting, 294 
Bull shUling, 250 
Bums, ezamiiu^onof thepoefs 

writings, 90—102 
Butcher? usages, 20, 67, 137 
Buttoning work, fine, 189 
But^ymen, among colliers, 238 

C. 

Cab, stationing, first time, 136 
Cabbing, 119 

Cabinet-maker»' usages, 6, 118 
Cabmen's, 136 
Calico glazers, 225 

— printers,, 15 

Candies, leayikg bdrning, 6,126, 
185, 187 

— snuffing out, 198 
Carders* usages, 224 

Cargoes, discharging of, liquor at, 

79 
Carpenters^' usages, 112, 185 
Cart, cast iH a, 26 
Carvers' usages, 211 
Catholic priests' ditto, 152 
Cattle, dealers in, usages, 20 

■ operators on, usages, 6S 
Chidn cable manufacturers' 

usages, 183 
Challenge to fight, drink fine, 201 
Chandlers' usages, 137 
Chapel among pi inters, 135, 230 
Christenings, (see Baptisms) 
Christmas boxes; 147, 186, et 

passim 
Cloth-lappers' usages, $ 
Clubs, nightly, 74, 247 
tr^e, drinking fines, 117» 

166, e( passim 

I — room-rent in liquor, 

121, 14*, 183,188 

' — allowances of liquor. 



Coach spring n^akers, 203 
■ stage coach parcels deli- 
very, 156 
Coal carrying tradfe,*246 
Coalmen ta colliers* u^ages^^ 81, 

131, 23r ' 7 

Cobbing, 176, 186'" ;'• ' ' 
Colour, change of, fmpx^ calico 

printers, 15 
Collateral comhinaf ions" again ^ 

usages, 314 " "" ' / ,. 

CoUop moneVj 252 
Colt, I35,5OT . .: 

Combination, dir^ cases'of suc- 
cessful, 23^.5^3, 55 ^ 

i- ■ . cotlateraly aj^kut 
iisages, 314 ,_ 

' power ot "^ft ' anti- 



167 

Coachmakers' usages, I4ir, ^00, 
— men's usages, 156, 29^ ' , 
-^ harness platers, 229 



usage operations, 3*5, fS04 
Comparison of I^h and Scots 

modes of inebri&tion, 168 
Scots and English 

ditto. 174, 256 , ' ^ '" 
Conclusion, remarks 'at,'^!3l^ . , 
Connexion between joyfiil ^ccn- 

sions and Uquor, 69 
Consultation dram, US, ' * - i 
Coopers' usages, 11, 134, l.M ' 
Coroner's jury, 256 ' "' 
Cotton Spinners' usages, 13, 230 
Countenancingdrinking in others, 

272 
Courtesy, connexion of an]d stirong^ 

drink, .258-.283. m^^l^\ 
liquor here Pw ■ *"»■ 

symbol o^.262, ^83, 307 .^. * 

Courtship, drinking usag^l{y27v^ 
29 ' . '^^^ 

Courts of law, siock {se|^ 
Beer Act) ' ^ \utm'^ 

120, 186, el passim ^^^r ^ 
Cow, bujing? ./la, . drink mftijSg* 
Creeling, l&O , . / '^-fl^s^'j 

Crowing, amoi^g cpm|58^ 2S|f^.T " 
Cutriers' usages, 184 ' .,\.\^^^^,.^ . 

P. 

Ddfihition bf drinking Visage, 4, 
102,294 , ' ^' ' 




i 



I^l}^?* 



m 



Delay in paying drink fines, (see^ 
Persecution, , Konconformity^ 
Maltreatment) 

Demi-uM^ges, lp2 

Despotism of drinking usages,. 
(see Persecution, Nonconfor- 
mity, Maltreatment). 

Difficulty of introaucing anti^ 
usages, M)9--112 . 

Dinner parties, '316 

Dock or quay porters' usages, 103, 
229 

taiSung vessel in or out of, 50 

Domestic usi^es, 157, (see Ser- 
yants) 

Donnybrook fair, 139 

Dud, case of, tsontrasted, 298 

Dnrluan's opinfion of drinking 
healths, 267 

England, drinking usagiss o^ re- 
mark on, 17l!j 255 

Enlisting shilling and allowance, 
254 

Estimate, general, of our national 
case, 317 . 

Expend of usages(8ee Statistical) 

^- 

Fairing in drink^ 251 
Farmers' usages, 45, 133 
Farm iervants,. hiring, ^3, 247 . 
Fault-finding, fine, 205 
Fighting, fine for, 214 
Fire, letting out, &c. 6, 118, 187 
Fishe):9ien's usages, 236 (see 

also Herring fishenes) 
Flock«r, 25] 
Forei^ nations, drinkixig usi^es 

o( 260 
Foreman, one made a, 187 
— — — practices of some of 

these, 179, 181, 182, 243, &c. 
Foundation pint, 61 
Founders, (see Iron-founders) 
Friendly clubs,usage8 in,149, 247 
Friendship, re-establishing by li- 
quor, sophism, 10 



Funerals, dfiaking aC^ 31-^33, 

163 
drains previous andsiib- 

sequent to, 30, 31 

- Q9i;^rpn$ inyijtations to» 



64 



•plan for chiahging 



usages a^ 105 
Furnishers ofraw material, drink 

gifts firom, 50, 51„ 147, 176, 

184, et p<usim 
Furniture brokers* usages, 228 
— moving of, packing, 7 

Garret jnatch, symmonlng of, 
223 

Garrison, ditto, 204 

General assembly of the church of 
Scotland usages, 60. (SeePres- 
byterial) 

General drinking usages in the 
three kingdoms, 258—322 

Gentiemen and ladies, considera- 
tions for, 162, 284, 290, 313 

Gilders' usages, 211 

Gill stoup, lid unclosed, 248 

Glass-makers' usages, 245 

Good luck, any, drink fine, 230 

Good of House, 148, 219, 248 

Gown sealing, 61 

Gradations of British society, 
284 

Graving bowl, 50 

Gunmi&ers' usages, 213 . 

Crun-tool makers' usages, 212 

Hackney ooaclunan, dram to, 45 
Hale, Sir M. as to health drink- 
ing, 267 
Half-drowned mariner, story of, 

297 
Harbour drinking usages, 77, 79 
Hatters' usages, 8, 50, 222 

buying a fitther, 223 

Hay, weighing of, liquor at, 6S, 

loa 

Health drinking, 263, 265, 307 



Hmt; iteel tanaj^mf nuMt, 

314 ^ 

Henn; Umbbildn AaiT of, 

HatiioB faheriu, mum of, 11— 

20' 
Hindu Mw c<Kitn«ted( Btft^c 

and Amsriiu, 2S0 
Hob ud Doh B69, 279 
Hoc mine, 3^ 
Holidifi, 166 
UoMutt potot of, unredresKd, 

49,298, SOS 
Hone (howng, Uanor at, 64 
Rom*, (bort, or iko^Mpen, 

firuBtnted l^ uuge, I7S 
HoaM imilb' oHgu, 142 

I. 

IgthmuUK, naenJ, on dnnfchig 

UM)(fes, 111, 175, 254, 391 
IiBiUtioii, prinBiple ot, tH rate of 

conduct, 263, 264, 301 
InUe wsivna' luigoa, 222 
inbisduoli^ ft fHoid, drink Anc, 

2Sa 
Ireltuid, drinking OMgea oC 109 
— — politioi] ntd BDuil evils, 

hoir to be dinnnidted, 168 

— 17» 
Irish UMge iiiTe«%Bti<ni, lioir 
' ]lr(MMBd«d in, 113 
Iron-foiuid<n, uugei of, 9, 126 
: —188, 179 



Jenellera' usages , 135 
Joiners' usages, 6, 185 
Joist money, 63 
lootney, going a, 330, i35 
Journerman's fboting, 9,ilpatiim 



KaiK,t(i, IH- 

Keel of tcskIb, iaying down, li- 
quor at, 176 
KiekiDR, 181, 201 
Kirk officsn' naagas, 66 
Kims, 104 



Lacemakers' iisag«i, 136 

Ladies and gentlemen, conaiden- 

tJoDi fof, 26S, &% 290, 313 
'■ — forenoon wine-Mbbinir, 

1M.2!'8 ■ . T 

LiuBch-bowl, S*, S5, H6, 
Laoneliing' oiierriet, 4HI 
Law expenses under Stroiigr Be«^ 



Loom, getting bne'lil'ii'titlDj W ' 
Lumpen' qs^m, IffS, 122? '- ' "* 
L;kewakea, Iriih, 160 



Magistrates, remonstranoe against 

drinking usages, 79 
Haltrestment hi BOn-compliance 

wi til usages, S, 84, 86, 122, 149, 

176, 187, 19tvl99,.286 . -.■ 
MaiWs, pablui, 247 - 
Mamag«, dtinUBrusagn «i,^0, 

168, 177,.t*«tt» . . .( 

— —&ilraetB,14 3WT. 

registration fcr/ 2f i 

— I^odlMMtlMi 1(^1 IHWI 

for,38 , , : V . 

— ^- treat to popa)M»ii'^, 

132 . . ■, , ..,...(■.■, I .. 
Marshalsea prison 
Masons' usages,' t 
May-dv drink, 6! 
UwuTMaenudriaK^^U 
Mechaaips' inrtiluti wwirils inia on 



Hodical itodepts' uaages, 61 - 

Meetings, Mendly, usves ati 76 
Mestengeis' dram, Si, 66 



IMUK». 
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Metaphyftical enginery at work 

agiunst temperance, 258, 283 
MiHtary i»^e9, 252, 255 

Millwri^ts* vaages, 238 . 
MUu3tef$t. derical ,vis$ts» &c.» 
drink usages at, 60, 61, 15i 

rpar0Bg[^a9s,24trv (See, 

also Presbyt^nal tJsagea*) 

Mi^pellaneous custom^y o^3 

Modes of inel)riation invettiga- 
xWe, I 

Monday, idle, 50^ }^\^, 2S7 

Hoi^Unin, 103, 164! 

Mupng, 115, 143, 146, 181, 

Nev machin^iy, «tartittg of, 239 

New-year'a 4^y gifts and treats^ 
222,226 

Nonconformity to usage, conse- 
quences of, 8, 84, 86, 122, 149, 
176, 187, 194; 199, 215, 238 

Notice giving to leave, drink fine, 
181 

O. 

Obsouritjr of sul^eet of drinking 
usages, 109, 112, 256, 291 

ObsArratiOBi) general, tin ditto, 
191, 255, 257, 800 

Operatives^ wm, g w iBeme n try- 
ing, 114 " 

Orders, comMfMdli},22, 218 

Origin of anti-usage proposals. 

Over moderation fined, 197 



P. 



Painters' Usages, 130, 209, 210 
Papei-staifteM' usag<ts, 242 
Pawitin^^ of eliithe* and to<rf« for 

Tuagt-money,- 128, 125, 186, 

tt pasnm 
Pay-ttlgHt ttsag«s, 14, 36, 148, 

199, 186, 201, &c; 
Feat carts, loan of, &o., 68, 103 



Penalties ibr ntftt-icoAfsftnityto 

usage, 8, 84, 86, 122, 149, 176^ 

187, 194, WO, 215; 2^8 • 
Persecutionfbrditto, (see Pens^^s) 
Pieken mak^^ usages, 220 
^g> buying a, drink fine, 235- * 
Pit,tnan£^tegintO) (seeSatrfter, 

Currier, Skinner.) ' 

Pitcher law, 199, 205, 289 ' 

Plane makers' usag^, 21^ 
Plank pint, 8 J / » 

Plans for anti-*ufiage tspefhXitfn^i 

810,314 
Plasterers' usages, 228 ' 

Plating teaxb, 2^4 ' 

Ploughshare sharpeniBg; 93^ ^ 
Plumbers' usages, 7, 229 
Pole, riding on, drink penalty, 116, 

132, 192, 193, 210 
Porter, remuneration dram, 45 
Power of the drinking usages, 28^1 • 

283—285, 291, 303 
Power-loom dressers' and tenters' 

usages, 15 
Prayer, stated, nectesary, 318 
Presbyterial usages, 58 ' - 
■ ' ' new nattse 



and not, 58 



pttblleation of 



sennon and not, 58, 59. 

electioti of 



ruling elder, 59 



Edinburgh at 

general assembly, 60 
Printers' (with types) usagtt, 84, 

135, 230 
Procedure, anti-usage, ought to 

form part of Temperance So^ 

ciety, 281 
Provision stores, usages, 131 
Public dinners, 270 
Pqblic-house usages, 247 
Publicans, schemes to' prottiote 

drinking, 243,. 248 
Punch-nuiking at Glasgow, 106 
Putters out, usages of; %21 . 

' a:.: '. . 

Quarrels, making up, by drinking 
together, 10 
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Racing stables, usages at, 245 

Rafters, 102 

Rag feast, 85 

Rearing pint, 185, 225 

Reciprocation gill, 101 

Recruits' clothes, sale of, 254 

Rent, pi^yment o^ 64 

Riggers' usages, 209 

Rockings, 108 

Rdofing pint, 62 

Rooms, changing in manufacto* 

ries, 14, 251 
Ropemakers' usages, 129, 192 
Rue bargaui8« 22 



S. 



Sabbath-school managers, claimff 

t)n, 37—39 
Sack-money, 77 
Saddlers' usages, 142, 211 
Sailmakers' ditto, 11, 187 
Sails, imbending, 11 
Saints', national, days, 180 
Sales, 21, 22. (See Bargains) 
Salmon fishery usages, 85 
Salt work usages, 18^ 
broth given to cause thirst, 

252 
Saviog clause as to universality of 

drinking usages, 104, 255, 282 
Sawyers' usages, 11, 132, 191, 192 
Scavengers' &am, 79 
Schemes for anti-usage operadons, 

314 
Scores, unpaid, 181, 244 
Scotland, drinking usages of^ 5 — 

108 
Scriveners* clerks' usages, 136 
Seamen's usages, 87, 102, 208 

of port of Dublin, 132 

Series, new, of usages in the trade 

chibs, 117, 166, 167 
Servants, domestic, usages o^ 55 

—57, 241 

• bribing for patronage of. 



143, 241 



60 



of clergyman, stoxy o^ 



Settlement of accounts, (8eeBap>* 

gain. Commercial Txavellers) 
Shaving, first, of beard, 203, 230 
Shea^ last cutting o^ 63, 133 
Shipwrights' usages, 9, 50 — 55, 

176 
Shirt, dirty, fine for, 117, a42, 

177, &c 
Shoemakers' usages* 130, 220 
Shoes undeaned, 177 
Sbo^ puUic and private, 181, 244, 

&c. 
Sickle sharpeniDjg, 63 
Skinners' usages, 203 
Smyrna pints^ 83, 146, 149 
SolM*iety-forcingproces8t defeated 

by usage, 292 
Socket money, (tee, Births and 

Marriages) 
Solitary drinking, 2, 76, 258, 288, 

309 
Sophism confuted, 10 
Speaking ill of neighbour, drink 

fine, 122 
Spoon-makers' usages, 215 
Spout, goods put up the, see Pawn 
Stakes, at various games, in drink, 

78 
Station, holding of, by Catholic 

priest, 152 
Statistical note, expense of usages, 

40—43 
Steam-boat jaunts, 78 
Stone masons (see Masons') 
Stray animals, finders <4» ^5 
Strike of workmen to enforce 

usage, 114, 129, 181, &c. 

defeated, 308 

Striking a man, drink fine, 2i04 
Strong Beer Act, 83, 122, 138, 

187, 205, 223, 231, 243 
Sucking master, fine for, 143, 186 



T. 



Tailors' usages, 83, 148, 196 

Tasting, 20 

Teetotalism ought to comprehend 

anti-usage operations, 281, 289 
— — — defeated by usage, 

281 



INDEX, 
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Teetotal pledge, not to " give or 

offer," remarks on, Sit ' 
Teignmouth's, Lord, travels in 

Scotland, 31, 82, 61 • 
Tenants, utfageti witli, 64 
Tinsmiths' usages, 129 
ToUUi Ifrinkittg df, '269 
Tobacco-spinners' usages, 134 
Tools, using', WelJdng, minlayhig, 

210, 213, 21$, Sl28, 226 
Tnide'cl^iba, ufttigiefi efi 118, 166. 

See Clubs 
Tramp drink, ^, 204fJ 266, 245 
Travellers', eommeircial, usages, 

215-iMD'' • 
Tr«lfting; ncHoilft Idnds of, 49, 64, 

115, 156 
Triviahii^sr of t^rtflce militates 

against anti-usage operations, 

wte" - • 

Turpentine distillers' usages, 193 



'n;'./ / 
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ITpbolstet^rs, tttorf df, 226 
XJ)^^ ranks, general error of, as 
to ikBagefl of lo^rer classes, 89 



V. 



VascIs unlafifig*, liquor given, 79 
Yice, shifting of, in manu&ctories, 

179,214 
Vienna, iromeii of fashion there 

teetdtallers, 278 ' 
yisks', forenoon, drfnking at, 77, 

278. ' 
Vdmit^g in i^op^ line for, 198 



< t 



W, 



vmgerk !n drfok, 78, 220 
Wages, payment pf, remarks on 

(see Pay-night)' 
rise of, ^i^Aiik imposition, 

200,224' 
Warpers' hand, usages of, 14 
Washerwoman, story of, 46 
Wishing out, 119, 242 



Watchmakers' usages, 135, 206 
Way-goose, 116, 185, 180, &c. 
Weavers' harness, lying of, 65 
Weddings, drink at (see Marriage) 
Wet bargains, 23. (See Bargain 

and Sale) 
Wetting new tools, r21, 133, 186, 

22^ 
new clothes, 149, 181, 

197,202 
Wheels, getting in factories, drink 

fine, 13 
Wheels, putting rims Qr tyres 

upon, 63 

changing in factories, 13 

Whip all round, a, for drink, 244 
Whipping the herring, 137 
Whitesmiths' usages, 183 
Wi£e coming with husband' s break- 
fast for first time, drink fine, 

225 
■ touching tailors' board, 83 
coming into workshop, 200, , 

230 
coming to public-house for 

husband, 55^ 131 
Wind, raising of, 44 
Window, leaving open, drink fine, 

122 
Woman, youth first speaking to, 

drink fine, 230, 235, 250 
Women, drink customs among, 

27, 65, 230, &c. 
drunkenness of, 27, 5?, 

58, &c 

-'s apartments, schenie to 



introduce drink into, 16 

hat manufacturer, 84 



Woollen trade, usages of, 250 

driving a nail in 

manufactory, ^51 

changing room in 



ditto, 251 
Work, doing any kind of for the 
first time, 186 . 

drinking to obtain, 240, 



229 



spoiling, 1*85 



Working at service timei 123, 244 
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